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JOURNALS 


Major RoBERT RoGEss: 


. 


An Account of the ſeveral Excurſions he made 
under the Generals who commanded upon 
the Continent of NoRrH AMERICA, during 
the late War. 


CONTAINING 


From which may by collected 


The moſt material Circumſtances of every Cam- 
paign upon that Continent, from the Commence- 
ment to the Concluſion of the War. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Gr would be afferin gan affront to the 


Fon 


» 1 4% public, ſhould I pretend to have no 
&\ x2 private views in publiſhing the fol- 
ES, lowing JouRNALs ; but they will 
excuſe me if I leave them to conjecture what 
my particular views are, and claim the merit 
of impartially relating matters of fact, without 


diſguiſe or equivocation. Moſt of thoſe which 


relate to myſelf can at preſent be atteſted by 


living witneſſes. 


And ſhould the 8 in Ametica be re- 


newed, and the ſavages repeat thoſe ſcenes of 


barbarity they ſo often have acted on the Bri- 


tiſh ſubjects, which there is great reaſon to be- 


lieve will happen, I flatter myſelf, that ſuch as 
are immediately concerned may reap ſome ad- 


| vantage from theſe pages. 


Should any one take offence at what they 
may here meet with, before they venture 
upon exhibiting a charge, they are deſired, in 
favour to themſelves, to conſider, that I am in 
a ſituation where they cannot attack me to 
their own advantage; that it is the ſoldier, not 


the ſcholar, that writes; and that many things 
here were wrote, not with ſilence and leiſure, 


but in deſarts, on rocks and mountains, amidſt 


tho 


5 
1 
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the hurries, diſorders, and noiſe of war, and 
under that depreſſion of ſpirits, which is the na- 
tural conſequence of exhauſting fatigue. This 


was my ſituation when the following journals 
or accounts were tranſmitted to the generals 


and commanders I ated under, which I am 


not now at liberty to correct, except inſome 
very groſs and palpable errors. 
It would perhaps gratify the curious to have 


a particular account of my life, preceding the 
the war; but tho' I could eaſily indulge them 


herein, without any diſhonour to myſelf, yet I 
beg they will be content with my relating only 


ſuch circumſtances and occurrences as led me 
to a knowledge of many parts of the country, 


and tended in ſome meaſure to qualify me for 
the ſervice I have ſince been employed in. 


Such, in particular, was the fituation of the 
place in which I received my early education, 
à frontier town in the province of New 
| Hampſhire, where I could hardly avoid ob- 
taining ſome knowledge of the manners, cuſ- 


toms, and language of the Indians, as many of 


them reſided in the neighbourhood, and daily 


converſed and dealt with the Engliſh. 


Between the years 1743 and 1755 my ** 


ner of life was ſuch as led me to a general ac- 


quaintance both with the Britiſh and French 
ſettlements in North America, and eſpecially 


with 


[ vii } 
with the unculticated defart, the mountains, 
valleys, rivers, lakes, and ſeveral paſſes that lay 


between and contiguous to the faid ſettlements. 
Nor did I content myſelf with the accounts I 


received from 1 or the information of 


hunters, but travelled over large tracts of the 
country myſelf, which tended not more to gra- 
tify my curioſity, than to inure me to hardſhips, 
and, without vanity I may ſay, to qualify me 


for the very ſervice I have ſince been em- 


ployed in. 


About this time the proceedings of the 
French in America were ſuch as excited the 
jealouſy of the Engliſh, eſpecially in New 


York and New England ; and as Crown Point 


was the place from which, for many years, 
the Indians in the French intereſt had been 
fitted out againſt our ſettlements on the fron- 
tiers, a deſign was formed in the beginning 


of 1755 to diſpoſſeſs them of that poſt ; purfu- 


ant to which troops were levied in the ſeveral 


provinces of New England, New York, and 
New Jerſey. The general rendezvous was ap- 
pointed at Albany in the province of New 


York, and the troops put under the command 
of Major General (ſince Sir William) Johnſon. 

I had the honour of commanding a company 
in the troops furniſhed by the province of 


New Hampſhire, with which I made ſeveral 


X- 


vii ] 


excurſions, purſuant to ſpecial orders from the 
governor of that province, on the northern and 
weſtern frontiers, with a view to deter the 


French and their Indians from making inroads 
upon us that way. In this manner I was em- 
ployed till the month of July, when I received 
orders to repair to Albany, at which place I 
tarried till Auguſt 26th, and was then ordered 
with 100 men to eſcort the proviſion- waggons 
from thence to the Carrying-Place, then ſo cal- 
led, ſince Fort Edward. Here I waited upon 
the General, to whom I was recommended as 
a perſon well acquainted with the haunts and 
| Paſſes of the enemy, and the Indian method of 
fighting, and was by him diſpatched with ſmall 
parties on ſeveral tours towards the French 
poſts, and was on one of theſe up Hudſon's 
River on the 8th of September, when Baron 
Dieſkau was made priſoner, and the French 
and Indians under his command defeated, at 
the ſouth- end of Lake George. OT 
# The 24th of September 1 received orders 
from the General to proceed with four men to 
Crown Point, and, if practicable, to bring a pri- 
ſoner from thence ; and with an account of the 
| manner in which I executed theſe orders I ſhall 
3 begin my JoURNALS. 
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1 September 24, 1755. 


> FFEXKURSUANT to orders of this date 
2 * P 2 from Major-General Johnſon, Com- 
Fr mander in Chief of the Provincial 
Forces, raiſed for the reduction of Crown Point, 
Is embarked with four men upon Lake George, 
to reconnoitre the ſtrength of the enemy, and 
> proceeding down the lake twenty-five miles, 
þ I landed on the weſt- ſide, leaving two men in 
+ Ccharge of the boat, while I marched with the 
> other two till the 29th, when I had a fair view 
of the fort at Crown Point, and diſcovered a 
large body of Indians round the fort, and, from 
their repeated irregular firing, luppoles they 
B were 


[21 

were ſhooting at marks, (a diverſion much in 
uſe among the ſavages). At night I crept 
through the enemy's guards into a ſmall village 
lying ſouth of the fort, and paſſed their centries 
to an eminence ſouth-weſt of it, from whence 
I diſcovered they were building a battery, and 
had already thrown up an entrenchment on 
that ſide of the fort. The next day, from an 
eminence at a ſmall diſtance from the former, 
I diſcovered an encampment, which extended 
from the fort ſouth-eaſt to a wind-mill, at 
about thirty yards diſtance ; as near as I could 
judge, their number amounted to about 500 


men: but finding no opportunity to procure 


a captive, and that our ſmall party was diſco- 
vered, I judged it proper to begin a retreat 
homeward the 1ſt of October. I took my 


route within two miles of Ticonderoga, from 
whence I obſerved a large ſmoak to ariſe, and 
heard the exploſion of a number of ſmall arms; 


but our proviſions being expended, we could 
not tarry to aſcertain the number of the enemy 


there. On the 24 we arrived at the place 


where we left our boat in the charge of two 
men, but to our great mortification found they 
were gone, and no proviſions left. This 
circumſtance haſtened us to the encampment 
with all poflible ſpeed, where we arrived the 
4th, 


1331 
4th, not a little fatigued and diſtreſſed with 
hunger and cold. 

October 7, 1755. I received orders of this 
date from General Johnſon, to embark with 
five men under my command to reconnoitre 
the French troops at Ticonderoga. Accord- 


ingly I proceeded at night to a point of land on 
the weſt-ſide of the lake, where we landed, 


hid our canoe, and left two men in charge of it. 


The next day, with the other three, I marched 
to the point at Ticonderoga, where we arrived 
about noon. I here obſerved a body of men, 
which I judged to be about 2000 in number, 


who had thrown up an enirenchment, and 


prepared Jarge quantities of hewn timber in 


the adjacent woods, We remained here the 


ſecond night, and next morning ſaw them lay 


the foundation of a fort, on the point which 


commands the paſs from Lake George to Lake 


Champlain, and the entrance of South Bay, or 


Wood Creek. Having made what diſcoveries | 
we could, we began our return, in which we 
found that the enemy had a large advanced 


guard at the north- end of Lake George, where 
the river iſſues out of it into Lake Champlain. 


While we were viewing theſe, I obſerved a 
bark-canoe, with nine Indians and a French- 
man in it, going up the lake, We kept fight 

r TOY of 


4 4-4 
of them til they paſſed the point of land, where 


our canoe and men were left, where, when we 
arrived, we had information from our people 


that the above Indians and Frenchman had 


landed on an iſland fix miles to the ſouth of us, 
near the middle of the lake. In a ſhort time 
after, we ſaw them put off from the iſland, and 
ſteer directly towards us; upon which we put 
ourſelves in readineſs to receive them in the 
beſt manner we could, and gave them a ſalute 
at about 100 yards diſtance, which reduced 
their number to four. We then took boat and 


purſued them down the lake, till they were 


relieved by two canoes, which obliged us to re- 
treat towards our encampment at 1 George, 
where we arrived the 0th of October. 
October 15, 1755. Agreeable to orders 
of this date from IHE" Johnſon, I embatk- 
ed with forty men in five boats. Our deſign 
was to diſcover the ſtrength of the enemy's ad- 
vanced guard, and, if poſible, to decoy the 
whole, or part of them, into an ambuſh; but 
tho' we were indefatigable in our endeavours 
for ſeveral days, yet all our attempts of this 
kind proved abortive ; and, as an account of 
our ſeveral movements during this ſcout would 


little gratify the reader, I l omit giving a 
particular detail of them. We rcturncd ſafe 


to 
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1 
to our encampment at Lake George on the 
19th. | 
October 21, 1755. I had orders from 


General Johnſon of tbis date, to embark for 
Crown Point, with a party of four men, in 
queſt of a priſoner. At night we landed on 


the weſt-fide of Lake George, twenty-five 
miles from the Engliſh camp. The remain- 
der of the way we marched by land, and the 
26th came in fight of the fort. In the even- 
ing we approached nearer, and next morning 
found ourſelves within about 300 yards of it. 
My men lay concealed in a thicket of willows, 
while | crept {-mething nearer, to a large pine- 
log, where I co xccaled myſelf by holding 
buſhes in my hand. Soon after ſun-riſe the 
ſoldiers iſſued out in ſuch numbers, that my 
men aud I could not poflibly join each other 
without a di\covery. About 10 o'clock a ſingle 
man matched out directly towards our ambuſh. 


When [ perceived him within ten yards of me, 
I ſprung over the log, and met him, and of- 


fered him quarters, which he refuſed, and 
made a paſs at me with adirk, which I avoid- 
ed, and preſented my fuſee to bis breaſt; but 

notwithſtanding, he {till puſhed on ch reſo- 
Jution, and obliged me to diſpatch him. This 
gave an alarm to the enemy, and made it ne- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary for us to haſten to the mountain. I 
arrived ſafe at our camp the zoth, with all my 
party. 5 
November 4 1755. Agreeable to orders 
from General Johnſon this day, I embarked 
for the enemy's advanced guard before men- 
tioned, with a party of thirty men, in four 
battoes, mounted with two wall-pieces each. 
The next morning, a little before day- -light, 
we arrived within half a mile of them, where 
we landed, and concealed our boats; I then 
ſent out four men as ſpies, who returned 
the next evening, and informed me, that the 
enemy had no works round them, but lay en- 
tirely open to an aſſault; which advice I diſ- 
patched immediately to the General, deſiring 
a ſufficient force to attack them, which, not- 
withſtanding the General's earneſtneſs and ac- 
tivity in the affair, did not arrive till we were 
obliged to retreat. On our return, however, 
we were met by a reinforcement, ſent by the 
| General, whereupon I returned again towards 
the enemy, and the next evening ſent two men 
to ſee if the enemy's centries were alert, who 
approached ſo near as to be diſcovered and 
fired at by them, and were ſo cloſely purſued 
in their retreat, that unhappily our whole par- 
ty was diſcovered. The firſt notice I had of 
| this 


71 
this being the caſe, was from two canoes with 
thirty men in them, which I concluded came 


out with another party by land, in order to 


force us between two fires; to prevent which, 
I, with Lieutenant M< Curdy, and fourteen men, 
embarked in two boats, leaving the remainder 
of the party on ſhore, under the command of 
Captain Putnam. In order to decoy the ene- 
my within the reach of our wall-pieces, we 


ſteered as if we intended to paſs by them, which 


lacikly anſwered our expectations; for they 
boldly headed us till within about an hundred 


yards, when we diſcharged the before men- 
tioned pieces, which killed ſeveral of them, 


and put the reſt to flight, in which we drove 
them ſo near where our land-party lay, that 
they were again galled by them ; ſeveral of 
the enemy were tumbled into the water, and 


their canoes rendered very leaky. At this time 


I diſcovered their party by land, and gave our 
people notice of it, who thereupon embarked 


likewiſe, without receiving any conſiderable 


injury from the enemy's fire, notwithſtanding 


it was for ſome time very briſk upon them. 


We warmly purſued the enemy, and again 
got an opportunity to diſcharge our wall-pieces 
upon them, which confuſed them much, and 
_ ebliged them to diſperſe, —We purſued them 

down 
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down the lake to their landing, where they 


were received and covered by 100 men, 
upon whom we again diſcharged our wall- 
pieces, and obliged hen to retire ; but find- 


ing their number vaſtly ſuperior to our's, We 


judged it moſt prudent to return to our en- 


campment at Lake George, where we ſafely 


arrived on the 8th of November. 

Nov. 10, 1755. Purſuant to orders I re- 
ceived this day from Gen. Johnſon, in order to 
diſcover the enemy's ſtrength and ſituation at 
Ticonderoga, I proceeded on the ſcout with a 
party of ten men, on the 12th inſtant, and 
on the 14th arrived within view of the fort 


at that place, and found they had erected 


three new barracks and four ſtore-houſes in 
the fort, between which and the water they 
had eighty battoes hauled upon the beach, and 


about fifty tents near the fort; they appeared 


to be very buſy at work. Having by theſe 


diſcoveries anſwered the deſign of our march, 


we returned, and arrived at our r encampment 


the 19th of November. 


December 19, 1755. Having had a month's 
repoſe, I proceeded, agreeable to orders from 
General Johnſon, with two men, once more 
to reconnoitre the French at Ticonderoga. In 
our way we diſcovered a fire upon an iſland 


ad- 


1.9 1 

adjacent to the route we took, which, as we 
ſuppoſed, had been kindled by ſome of the ene. 
my who were there. This obliged us to lie 
by and act like fiſhermen, the better to deceive 
them, till night came on, Wheh we proceeded 
and retired to the weſt-ſide of the lake, fifteen 
miles north of our fort. Here concealing our 
boat, the 20th we purſued our march by land, 
and on the 21ſt, at noon, were in fight of the 
French fort, where we found their people Kill 
deeply engaged at work, and diſcovered four 
pieces of cannon mounted on the ſouth-eaſt 
baſtion, two at tHe north-weſt towards the 
woods, and two on the ſouth. By what I 
Judged, the number of their troops were about 
500. I made ſeveral attempts to take a pri- 
ſoner, by way-laying their paths; but they al- 
ways paſſed in numbers vaſtly ſuperior to mine, 
and thereby diſappointed me. We approach- 
ed very near their fort by night, and were 
driven by the cold (which now was very ſe- 
vere) to take ſhelter in one of their evaruated 
huts; before day, there was a fall of ſnow, 
which obliged us with all pcſſible ſpeed to 
match homeward, leſt the enemy ſhould per- 
ceive our tracks and purſue „ : 
We found our boat in ſafety, and had tie 


good fortune (after being almoſt exhauſted | 
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E101 
with hunger, cold, and fatigue) to kill two 
deer, with which being refreſhed, on the 
24th we returned to Fort William Henry 
(a fortreſs erected in this year's campaign) at 
the ſouth-end of Lake George. About this 
time General Johnſon retired to Albany, to 
which place commiſſioners were ſent from the 
ſeveral governments whoſe troops had been 
under his command (New Hampſhire only 
excepted). Theſe commiſſioners were em- 
powered by their reſpective conſtituents, with 
the aſſent of a council of war, to garriſon Fort 
William Henry and Fort Edward, for that 
winter, with part of the troops that had ſerved 
the preceding year. . Accordingly a regiment 
was formed, to which Boſton government 
furniſhed a Colonel Connecticut a Lieute- 
nant-Colonel—and New York a Major: af- 
ter which it was ad'udged, both by Gen. John- 
ſon and theſe Commiſhoners, eg it would be 
of great uſe to leave one company of wood(- 
men or rangers under my command, to make 
excurfions towards the enemy's forts duiing 
the winter ; I accordingly remained, and did 


duty the whole winter, until called upon by | 
General Shirley. 


January 14, 1756. I this day marched 
with a party of ſeventeen men, to reconnoitre 


the 
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the French forts ; ; we proceeded down the 
lake, on the ice, upon ſkaits, and halted for 


_ refreſhment near the fall out of Lake George 


into Lake Champlain.—At night we renewed 
our march, and, by day-break on the 16th, 
formed an ambuſh on a point of land on the 
eaſt-ſhore of Lake Champlain, within gun- 
ſhot of the path in which the enemy paſſed 
from one fort to the other. About ſun-riſe,two 
ſledges laden with freth beef were preſented to 
our view, we intercepted the drivers, de- 
ſtroyed their loading, and afterwards re- 


turned to Fort William Henry, where I ar- 
rived with my priſoners and party in good 


health the 17th. 
January 26, 1756. Purſuant to orders of 


this date, from Colonel Glaſier, I marched _ 


from Lake George with a party of fifty men, 
with a deſign to diſcover the ſtrength and 


works of the enemy at Crown Point. 


On the 2d of February, we arrived within 


a mile of that fortreſs, where we climbed a 


very ſteep mountain, from which we had a 
clear and full proſpect of the fort, and an op- 
portunity of taking a plan of the enemy's 


works there. In the evening we retired to a 


{mall lte, half a mile from the fort. and 
* formed 


12 1 
formed an ambuſcade on each ſide of the 
road leading from the fort to the village. Next 
morning a Frenchman fell into our hands; 
ſoon after we diſcovered two more, but they 
onluckily got fight of us before they were in 
our power, and haſtily retired to the fort. 
Finding ourſelves diſcovered by the enemy by 
this accident, we employed ourſelves while 
we dared ſtay in ſetting fire to the houſes and 
barns of the village, with which were con- 
ſumed large quantities of wheat, and other 
grain; we allo killed about fifty cattle, and 


then retired, leaving the whole village in 


flames, and arrived fafe at our fort, with our 
priſoner, the 6th of February. 
February 29, 1756. Agreeable to orders 


from Colonel Glaſier, I this day marched with 


a party of fifty- ſix men down the weſt- ſide of 
Lake George. We continued our route north- 
ward till the 5th of March, and then 
ſteered eaſt to Lake Champlain, about ſix 


miles north of Crown Point, where, by the i in- 


telligence we had from the Indians, we ex- 
pected to find ſome inhabited villages. We 


then attempted to croſs the lake, but found 


the ice too weak. The 17th we returned 


and marched round the bay to the welt of 


Crown Point, and at night got into the cleared 
land 


„ 


land among their houſes and barns; here we 
formed an ambuſh, expecting their labourers 
out to tend their cattle, and clean their grain, 
of which there were ſeveral barns full; we 
continued there that night, and next day till 
dark, when, diſcovering none of the enemy, 
we ſet fire to the houſes and barns, and 
marched off. In our return I took a freſh 
view of Ticonderoga, and reconnottered the 
ground between that fort and the advanced 
guard on Lake George, approaching ſo near as 
to ſee their centries on the ramparts, and ob- 
tained all te knowledge of their works, 
ſtrength, and ſituation, that I deficed. 


The 14th of March, we returned fafe to 
Fort William-Heory. 


The next day, after my return dom this 
ſcout, I received a letter, dated February 24, 
1756, from Mr. Wiliiam Alexander of New- 
York, who was ſectetary to Mr. Shirley, 
Commander in chief of che troops at Olwego 
the preceding year, and who now, upon the 
deceaſe of General Braddock, ſucceeded to 
the chief command of all his Mijetty's forces 
in North America, and was now at Boſton, 
preparing for the enſuing campaign, being 
previouſly recommended to this gentleman by 

Gene- 


L141 

General Johnſon. I was deſired by the above- 
mentioned letter to wait on him at Boſton; of 
which I informed the commanding officer at 
the fort, and, with his approbation, 1 ſet out 
on the 17th of March, leaving the command 
of my company to Mr. Noah Johnſon, my 
Enſign; my brother Richard Rogers, who 
was my Lieutenant, being ſent to Boſton by the 
commanding officer, on ſome diſpatches pre- 
vious to this. 


On the 23d, I waited on the General, and 
met with a very friendly reception; he 
ſoon intimated his deſign of giving me the 
command of an independent company of 
rangers, and the very next morning I received 
the commiſſion, with a ſet of inſtcuftions, 
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According to the General's orders, my 
company was to con ſiſt of ſixty privates, at 38. 
New York currency per day, three ſerjeants at 
48. an Enfign at 5s. a Lieutenant at 7s. and 
my own pay was fixed at ios. per day. Ten 
Spaniſh dollars were allowed to each man to- 
wards providing cloaths, arms, and blankets. 
My orders were, to raiſe this company as | 
guick as poſſible, to inliſt none but ſuch as 1 
were uſed to travelling and hunting, and in 1 
whoſe courage and fidelity I could confide: + 
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1. 38 1 
they were, moteover, to be ſubject to milita- 


ry diſcipline, and the articles of war. 
Our rendezvous was appointed at Albany, 


from thence to proceed in four whale- boats 


to Lake George, and, © from time to time, 
* to uſe my beſt endeavours to diſtreſs the 
& French and their allies, by ſacking, burning, 
te and deſtroying their houſes, barns, barracks, 
ce canoes, battoes, &c. and by killing their cattle 
« of every kind; and at all times to endeavour 


* to way-lay, attack, and deſtroy their convoys 


© of proviſions by land and water, in any part 

te of the country, where I could find them.” 
With theſe inſtructions, I received letters to 

the commanding officers, at Fort William- 


Henry and Fort Edward, directing them to 


forward the ſervice, with which I was now 
porkentarly charged, 

When my company was completed; a part 
marched under the command of Lieutenant 
Rogers to Albany; with the remainder, I was 
ordered to march through the woods to No. 4, 
then a frontier town greatly expo ed to the 


enemy; where, 


April 28, 1756, I received orders to march 
from thence to Crown Point, in purſuance 
of which we travelled through deſarts and 
mountains. 'The ſecond day of our march, my 

ſecond 


CW] 

ſecond Lieutenant, Mc. John Stark, was taken 
fick, and obliged to return, with whom I ſent 1 
ſix men to guard him to Fort Edward. 1 
We continued our march till the 5th of ; 
May, when I arrived with nine men at Lake 
Champlain, four miles ſouth of Crown Point, 
Here we concealed our packs, and marched 
up to a village on the eaſt- ſide; about two miles 1 
diſtant from Crown Point, but found no ina 
7 


bitant there. We lay in wait the whole day 
following, oppoſite to Crown Point, expecting 
ſome party to croſs the lake; but nothing ap- 
peared except about four or five hundred men 
in canoes and battoes, coming up the lake from 
St. John's to Crown Point. We kept our 
ſtations till next day, ten o'clock A. M. to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy, but finding 
no opportunity to trapan any of them, we killed 
twenty three head of cattle, the tongues of which 
was a very great refreſhment to us on our 
journey. We at this time diſcovered eleven ca- 
noes manned with a conſiderable number of 
French and Indians croffing the lake directly 
towards us, upon which we retired ; and the 
better to eſcape our purſuers we diſperſed, each 
man taking a different route. We afterwards _ 
aſſembled at the place where we concealed our 


packs, and on a raft croſſed over to the weſt- 
hds 
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fide of the lake. In our way we had a view 


of the French and Indians, encamped at the 
old Indian carrying-place, near Ticonderoga, 


and the 11th of May arrived ſafe at Fort 


William-Henry. Mr. Stark, with his party, 
arrived at Fort Edward three days before. In 
their way they diſcovered a ſcouting party of 
three or four hundred Indians. [ant 


Rogers with his party had arrived ſome days 
before this, and was at this time out upon a 


ſcout. 
May 20, 1756. Agrecable to orders from 


the General, I ſet out with a party of eleven 


men to reconnoitre the French advanced 
guards. The next day, from the top of a 


mountain, we had a view of them, and judged 


their number to be about 300 ; they were bu- 
ſy in fortifying themſelves with paliſadoes. 
From the other ſide of the mountain we had 
a proſpect of Ticonderoga fort, and, from the 


ground their encampment took up, I judged it 


to conſiſt of about 1000 men. This night we 
lodged on the mountain, and next morning 
marched to the Indian carrying- path, that leads 


from Lake George to Lake Champlain, and 


formed an embaſede between the French 
guards and Ticonderoga fort. About fix 
oclock 118 Frenchmen paſſed by without 
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1 
diſcovering us; in a few minutes after, twen- 
ty-two more came the ſame road, upon 
whom we fired, killed ſix, and took one 
a priſoner ; but the large party returning, 
obliged as to retire in haſte, and we ar- 
rived ſafe, with our priſoner, at Fort William 
Henry the 23d. 

The priſoner we had taken reported, chat 
a party of 220 French ard Indians were pre- 
paring to inveſt the out-parties at Fort Ed- 
ward,” which occaſioned my marching the 
next morning with a party of 78 men, to join 
a detachment of Col. Bayley's regiment, to 
ſcour the woods as far as South Bay, if poſſi- 
ble to intercept the enemy ; but we could 
not diſcover them. 

June 13, 1756. Agreeable to orders this 
evening, I embarked with a party of 26 men 
in battoes upon Lake George, to reviſit the 
French advanced guard; exceſſive thunder 
and lightening obliged us to land at about ten 
miles diſtance from our fort, where we ſpent 
the night. The next morning, about ſun-riſe, 
we heard the exploſion of upwards of twenty 
ſmall arms, on the oppoſite ſide of the lake, 
which we ſuppoſed to be a party of French 
and Indians, cleaning their guns after the 

* rain, In the evening we embarked again, 
and | 


: lb — — 
- . . . ¾⁰— . 6—— >) bed 
- eee — — — G ee rene — 2 — , — a 
— — — —— — — = — _— _ 7 — © 
— — — — dy — — Py — — — 2 — Tho — — — = — 
== . —— — — = — — — — 
== - ——— - S—— —— — — = 
—— — — — — — 
— + * L ” = — — — — 
I, , * — ä OE — — — — 
hs <A . — 


1 
ER 


x . g r 3 1 * 
x AO WE NS T 5% 
watks S T 
8 N Ati " 8 S Xx" SY -* 
c 8 : > 4 (23S 6 - Un Or SE e 2 
WW SF 8 * * N ORE S233. NS hs ir A 4 
Ede 2 VVT 
Aon; ita ads. , - : a 


Sd 

* 

9 

* 

1 

Fe, 

4s 

4p 

* . 5 
28 


2 


. 
13 


1 


and early in the morning of the 16th drew 
up our battoes about four miles diſtant from 
the advanced guard, and afterwards lay in 
ambuſh by a path leading from thence to a 
mountain, in order to ſurprize the enemy, 
who went there daily in parties, to take a 
view of the lake; but finding they were not 
at that place, we marched to the ſpot where 
the enemy had poſted their advanced guard, 
but they had retired and demoliſhed all their 
works there; we then continued our march 


towards Ticonderoga, near which place we 
_ aſcended an eminence, and had a clear view 


of their works. I judged that their garrt- 
fon and encampment conſiſted of about 
3000 men: We then ſet out on our re- 


turn, and arrived at Fort William-Henry 
the 18th inſtant, except one man, who 


ſtrayed from us, and who did not get in 
till the 23d, then almoſt famiſhed for want 
of ſuſtenance. , 

About this time the General augmented my 
company to ſeventy men, and ſent me fix light 
whale-boats from Albany, with orders to 


proceed Immediately to Lake Champlain, to 


cut off, if poſſible, the proviſions and flying 
parties of the Enemy. Accordingly, 


I) 2 June 


1 
June 28, 1756, I embarked with fifty men 


in five whale-boats, and proceeded to an if- 
The next day, at about 
five miles diſtance from this iſſand, we landed 
our boats, and carried them about fix miles 


land in Lake George. 


over a mountain, to South Bay, where we 
arrived the 3d of July. The following evening 
we embarked again, and went down the 
bay to within ſix miles of the French fort, 
where we concealed our boats till the evening. 
We then embarked again, and paſſed by Ti- 
conderoga undiſcovered, tho' we were ſo near 


the enemy as to hear their centry's watch- 
word. We judged from the number of their 
fires, that they had a body of about 2000 men, 


and the lake in this place to be near 400 yards 


wide. About five miles further down, we a- 
gain concealed our boats; and lay by all day. 


We ſaw ſeveral battoes going and coming up- 
on the lake. At night we put off again, with 


a deſign to paſs by Crown Point, but afterwards 


judged it imprudent by reaſon of the clearneſs 


of the night, ſo lay concealed again the next 
day, when near a hundred boats paſſed by us, 


ſeven of which came very near the point where 


we were, and wouid have landed there; but 
the officer inſiſted, in our hearing, upon going 


about 150 yards further, where theylanded,and 
dined 
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( 21 J 
dined in our view. About nine o'clock at night 
we re-imbarked, and paſled the fort at Crown 
Point, and again concealed our boats at about 


10 miles diſtance from it. This day, being 
July 7th, 30 boats, and a ſchooner of about 


30 or 40 tons, paſſed by us towards Canada. 


We ſet out again in the evening, and landed 
about fifteen miles further down, from which 
place I ſent a party for further diſcovery, who | 
brought intelligence of a ſchooner at anchor, 
about a mile from us; we immediately light- 


_ ened our boats, and prepared to board her * 


but were prevented by two lighters coming 
up the lake, who, we found, intended to land 
where we were poſted; theſe we fired upon, 
then hailed them, and offered them quarters, 
if they would come aſhore; but they haſtily 
puſhed towards the oppoſite ſhore, where we 


purſued and intercepted them: we found their 
number to be twelve, three of which were 


killed by our fire, and two wounded, one of 
them in ſuch a manner that he ſoon died. 
We ſunk and deſtroyed their veſſels and car- 
goes, which conſiſted chiefly of wheat and 
flour, wine and brandy ; ſome few caſks of the 
latter we carefully concealed. The priſoners 
informed us, that they were a part of 500 
men, 


( 22 ] 


men, the remainder of which were not far be- 

hind on their paſſage, which induced us to 
haſten our return to our garriſon, where, with 
our priſoners, we ſafely arrived the 15th of 
July. Theſe priſoners, upon examination, re- 
ported, © That a great number of regular troops 


and militia were aſſembling at Chamblee, and 


deſtined for Carillon, or Ticonderoga * : that 
great quantities of proviſions were tranſporting 
there, and a new General + with two regi- 
ments lately arrived from France: that there 
was no talk of any deſign upon our forts 
on this ſide ; but that a party of 300 French, 
and 20 Indians, had already {et out to intercept 
our convoys of proviſions between Albany and 
Lake George: that 60 livres was the reward 
for an Engliſh ſcalp, and that the priſoners 
were fold in Canada for 50 crowns each: that 
their proſpect of an harveſt was very encou- 
raging, but that the ſmall-pox made great ha- 
vock amongſt the inhabitants.” About the 
time of my ſetting out upon this ſcout, Major 
General Shirley was ſuperſeded in his com- 
mand 


The former is the French, the latter the Indian name, 
ſignifying the meeting or confluence of three waters. 

+ The Marquis de Montcalm, who commanded in the 
reduction of Oſwego this year, and of Fort William-Henry 
the year owing: 
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mand by Major General Abercrombie, who 
arrived at the head-quarters in Albany on the 
25th of June, and brought with him two 
regiments of regular troops from England. 
J therefore, upon my return, wrote to his Ex- 


cellency, deſiring leave to lay before him the mi- 


nutes of my laſt ſcout, and to recommend to his 
conſideration an augmentation of the rangers. 
The General permitted me, with my brother 
Richard Rogers, to wait upon him at Albany. 


In this interview we diſcourſed on the ſubject 


of my letter, in conſequence of which he im- 


mediately ordered a new company of rangers 
to be raiſed, and gave the command of it to my 
brother “, appointed Noah Johnſon, my for- 
mer Enfign, his Firſt Lieutenant, Nathaniel 
Abbot his Second Lieutenant, and Caleb Page 


his Enſign. John Stark, formerly my Second 


Lientenant, was appointed my Firſt, John 
M Curdy ſucceeded to his place, and Jona- 
than Burbank was appointed my Enfign. 


| Auguſt 2, 1756. Agreeable to orders re- 


ceived of General Abercrombie at Albany, 
the 23d of July, 1 embarked this day at Fort 


William-Henry, on board one of the lighters 
| _.'--” built 


* He compleated his company in 28 days, and, by the 


General's orders, went up Mobawke river, to ſerve as 


a ſcouting party for the trcops that way. 


1 
built there this ſummer, with twenty-five of 
my company, in order to reconnoitre the e- 


nemy at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and 


ſixty men under Capt. Larnard of the provin- 
cials, who had General Winſlow's * orders to 
proceed with his men to the French advanced 
guard; but he not being acquainted with the 
way thither, put himſelf under my command; 
We landed this morning about fifteen miles 
down Lake George, and proceeded with the 


party till the 4th in the evening, and encamped 


about a mile from the advanced guard. The 
5th in the morning muſtered the whole party, 
and got to the ſummit of a hill, weſt of the ad- 
vanced guard, where we diſcovered two ad- 
vanced poſts, which I then imagined was the 
whole of the guard, one of them on the weſt- 
fide, half a mile ſouthward of Lake Cham- 
plain, the other on the eaſt-fide of the Lake, 
oppolite the former, at the old Indian carrying- 
place. We judged there were about 400 men 
on the eaſt, and 200 on the weſt. After de- 
liberating with Capt. Larnard upon the ſtrength 
and 


General Winflow commanded the provincial troops 
this year, by virtue of a commiſhon from the ſeveral pro- 
vinces, who were concerned in 1755, in the ſame expedi- 


tion, and was now with the greateſt part of the provincial 
troops at Lake George, 


_ way 
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. 
and diſpoſition of the enemy, and the report of 
our advanced party, we concluded it unadviſe- 


able to continue there any longer. He return- 


ed towards Fort William- Henry, and I went 


on with my own party till we came within 


view of Ticonderoga Fort, where, from an 
eminence, I diſcovered the ſituation, but could 
not aſcertain the ſtrength of it to my ſatisfac- 
tion. 

Auguſt 6, I went down towards — 
Point, by the weſt-ſide of Lake Champlain, 
and diſcovered ſeveral battoes paſſing from 


that place to 'T iconderoga with troops on board. 
We then proceeded to the place where we 
burnt the village, as mentioned before, and 


there encamped, and perceived a party ſally- 
ing out, driving a number of horſes to feed. 


The 7th we lay in ambuſh by the road, 


with a deſign to intercept ſuch as might come 


out to drive in the cattle ; but no one appearing 


for that purpole, we approached nearer, to 
within half a mile of the fort, where we were 


diſcovered by two Frenchmen, before they 
were in our power, This accident obliged us 
to make a retreat, in which we killed up- ds of 


forty cattle. We arrived at Fort William 


Henry, Auguſt 10. 


E A com- 


1 26 
A company of Stockbridge Indians was 


this year employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
commanded by Indian officers, properly com- 


ſuperſeded in his command. General Aber- 
crombie was ſomewhat at a loſs how to diſpoſe 


of this company, and applied to Sir William 
Johnſon, who adviſed, that a part *, viz. thirty 


privates and a Lieutenant, ſhould ſcout and 
laſt ſcout, and Lieutenant Stark had ſtrength- 


ſent them out with particular directions what 
route to take, the day before I arrived. 


Loudoun arrived at Albany, and had taken 


bie, tranſmitting to him an account of the In- 
the 13th with two French ſcalps, agreeable to 


them I might attempt to penetrate into Canada, 


The remainder of this Indian company, with their 


Captain, were ſent to Saratoga, to be under the direction 
of Colonel Burton. 


mifſſioned by General Shirley, before he was 


ſcour the woods under my direction, which 
party had arrived while I was out upon my 


ened their party with ſome of our people, and 


About this time his Excellency the Earl of 


upon him the command of the army, to whom 
Iapplied as Ihad done before to Gen. Abercrom- 


dian ſcout above-mentioned. (who returned 


their batbarous cuſtom) and defiring that with 


and 


_— 
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and diſtreſs the inhabitants, by burning their 


| harveſt (now nearly ** and ö their 
cattle. 


Accordiagly, Auguſt 16, we enbarked 
in whale-boats in two departments, the one 
commanded by Lieutenant Stark, the other by 
myſelf. —The next morning we joined each 


other, at which time alſo fell in with us a 


party of eight Mohocks, who had marched out 
from Fort William-Henry the day before. We 
then marched directly to the place where we 


left our whale-boats the 7th of July, pro- 


ceeding about twenty-five miles northward of 


Crown Point fort, on the weſt- fide of Lake 


Champlain, where we all (excepting one man 
who ſtrayed from us and returned) arrived 


ſafe the 24th. We embarked again in our 


boats, and ſteered down the lake towards St. 
John's. The 25th we proceeded twenty 
miles further, and about midnight diſcovered 


a ſchooner ſtanding up the lake with a fair 


wind towards Crown Point ; they paſſed us 


ſo ſwiftly that we could not poſſibly board her, 


as we intended. | 
The 26th we landed, and the Mohocks 


left us to join another party of theirs then out. 
on a ſcout. 
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The 27th we got on a point, with a deſign 
to intercept the enemy's battocs that might 
paſs up and down the lake ; but not diſcover- 
ing any, and our proviſions growing ſhort, we 
returned up the lake, and landed eight miles 
north of the fort at Crown Point, on the eaſt- 
fide of the lake. 

The 29th in the morning we marched to a 
village lying eaſt of the fort, and in our way 
took prifoners, a man, his wife, and daughter, 
(a girl about fourteen years of age); with theſe 


priſoners we returned, and arrived ſafe at Fort 


William-Henry, Sept. 22, 17 59. 

The man- priſoner, above -mentioned, upon 
examination, reported, That he was born 
* at Vailac, in the province of Guienne in 
« France: that he had been in Canada about 


e fifteen years, and in the colonies ſervice 


© about fix, and two years at Crown Point: 
« that there were only 300 men at Crown 
“Point, and thoſe chiefly inhabitants of the 
adjacent villages ; that there were 4000 men 
eat Ticonderoga or Carillon, 1500 of which 


* were regular troops, who had a ſufficiency of 
ce all kinds of provifions : that he never was 


« at Ticonderoga or at the advance guard, 
« but heard there were only fifteen men at 
« the latter: that the French had 600 Indi- 


ans 
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** ans at Ticonderoga, and expected 600 more: 
te that 1200 were arrived at Quebec for Ca- 
« rillon, which laii 1800 hundred were un- 
« der the command of Monſ. Scipio de la 
% Maſure: that they had a great quantity of 
* cannon, mortars, ſhells, &c. at Ticondero- 
“ga, but he did not know the number or 

„quantity: that they expected the above re- 
* inforcement in two or three days at Ticon- 
« deroga, having ſent boats to Montreal to 
“fetch them: that they underſtood by a let- 
ce ter that Oſwego had fallen into their hands, 
but the news was not confirmed: that they 


„ had heard we intended to inveſt Carillon, 


„but did not know what movements were 
by intended on their ſide ſhould we neglect it: 
« that they had 150 battoes on Lake-Cham- 
ce plain, which were kept at Carillon, thirty- 
e five of which conſtantly plied between Mon- 
© treal and that fortreſs : that Monſ. Mont- 


calm commanded at Frontiniac with 5000 
men, but did not know whether theſe 


troops were regulars or provincials : that a 


great number of veſſels had arrived at Ca- 


* nada with proviſions and military ſtores: 
that they heard we had ſeveral ſhips 1n the 
« river St. Lawrence: that Monſ. de Conte 


* de Levi commanded at Carillon, and came 
« laſt 


1 
te laſt May from France; and that, ſince the 
* two laſt ſhallops or lighters (before- menti- 
* oned) were taken, they had augmented the 
* number of men on board the large ſchooner 
ein Lake Champlain from twelve to thirty.” 

Upon my return to the fort, I received or- 
ders from my Lord Loudon to wait upon 
Col. Burton, of the 48th regiment, for inſtruc- 

tions, he being then poſted at Saratoga, By 
him ] was ordered to return to my company at 
Fort William-Henry, and march them to the 
South Bay, thence eaſt to the Wood Creek, 
then to croſs it ſoutherly, oppoſite to Saratoga, 
and return and make my report to him. 
In this tour we apprehended four deſerters | 
from Otway's regiment, who were going to 
the enemy, and whom I ſent back to Fort Ed- 
ward, with a part of my detachment, under 
the command of Lieutenant Stark, and pro- 
ceeded with the remainder to compleat my 
orders, after which I returned to Saratoga to 
make my report. 

There I met my brother Capt. Richard Ro- 
gers with his company, he being ordered back 
from Mohock river, to join me with the remain- 
der of the Stockbridge Indians; and I marched 
both companies to Fort Edward, where I was 
ordered to form an encampment, A part of 


the 


„ 


the Indian company were ſent out on the eaſt- 


ſide of Lake Champlain to alarm the enemy at 


Ticonderoga, whilſt I, with a detachment of 


my own, and Capt. Richard Rogers's com- 


pany, was ordered on another party down 


Lake George, in whale-boats, and the re- 
mainder of the companies were employed in 


reconnoitering round the encampment, and 
alſo ſerved as flankers to the parties that 
guarded proviſions to Lake George. Capt. Ja- 
cob, who commanded the Indian party before- 
mentioned, returned two days before me 


with four French ſcalps, Which they took op- 
pete to Ticonderoga on the eaſt-ſide. 


Sept. 7, 1756. Aprecable to orders, I this 
day embarked on Lake George, with a party of 
fourteen men in a whale-boat, which we 
landed, and concealed the evening following, 
on the eaſt-ſhore, about four miles ſouth of 


the French advance guard. Here 1 divided 


my party, taking ſeven men with me, leaving 


the remainder in charge of Mr. Chalmer (a 


volunteer ſent me by Sir John Sinclair) with 


orders, upon his diſcovering the enemy's boats 


going up the lake, &c. to make the beſt of 


his way with the intelligence to Fort William 
Henry. 


J was 


| (321: 
I was the gth current within half a mile of 
Ticonderoga fort, where I endeavoured to 


reconnoitre the enemy's works and ſtrepgth. 


They were engaged in raiſing the walls of 
the fort, and had erected a large block- houſe 
near the ſouth-eaſt corner of the fort, with 
ports in it for cannon. Eaſt from the block- 
houſe was a battery, which I imagined com- 
manded the lake. I diſcovered Ge houſes 
ſouth of the fort cloſe to the water- ſide, and 
160 tents ſouth-weſt of the fort, and twenty- 
ſeven battoes hauled upon the beach. 
Next morning, with one private, I went to 
view the falls Juha Lake Champlain and 
Lake George (where I had heard the exploſion 
of ſeveral guns the evening before, and had 
at that time ſent Serjeant Henry to diſcover 
the reaſon of it) leaving the remainder of my 
party in charge of Mr. Gibbs, another volun- 
teer, to wait our return, Serjeant Henry fol- 
lowed ſoon after me, and reported, that the 
% French were building a ſmall fort at the 


de head of the falls on the eaſt-fide of the lake; 


„e that he allo diſcovered their guard to the 
«&« weſtward, and imagined both conſiſted of 
500 men.“ I returned, after finding the 
French were engaged in building a ſ:w-mill 
at the lower end of the falls, aud found my 

boats, 
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boats with proviſions left, as J ſuppoſe, by Mr. 


Chalmer and his party, whom I waited for till 


ſeven o'clock next day; but he not returning, 


and I judging from their tracks that they were 
returned to Fort William-Henty, we likewiſe 


began our return, and arrived ſafe the 11th of 
September, where I found Mr. Chalmer and 
the party left with him, he having punctu— 
ally obeyed the orders given him above. Upon 
my return, I communicated my obſervations 


upon the Lakes George and Champlain to my 


Lord Loudoun, giving him as juſt a deſcription 
as I could of their ſituation. 


September 24, General Abercronibie if- 
ſued out orders, that three commiſſioned offi- 
cers of the rangers, with 20 privates each, 


ſhould reconnoitre the Wood Creek, South 


Bay, and Ticonderoga; and theſe were alter = 
nately ſent out, ſo that a continual ſcout was 
kept up for a conſiderable time. 

October 22, 1756. The greateſt part "of 
the army was now at Fort-Edward, under the 


command of General Abercrombie, and Lord 
| Loudoun arriving about this time with the re- 


mainder, it was generally expected that the ar- 
my would croſs the lake, and endeavour to re- 


| duce the French forts, notwithſtanding the ſea- 


ſon was ſo far advanced; but his Lordſhip 
F taking 
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taking into confideration the probability that 
| thoſe lakes would freeze (which they gene- 
rally doin the month of December) in which 
caſe no ſupplies could be had trom, nor any 
communication kept up with Fort William- 
Henry; he determined to deſiſt from this 
deſign, and contented himſelf with keeping 
the field till Monſ. Montcalm retired to win- 
ter-quarters, and accordingly ſought all op- 
portunities to learn his ſituation and move- 
ments. 

Agreeable to orders 8 his Lordſhip, I 
this day embarked in two whale- boats, with a 
party of twenty men, upon Lake George, with 
an intent to bring a priſoner from Ticonde- 
roga. We paſſed the Narrows twenty miles 
from our embarkation, when Capt. Shephard 
(who was made a captive in Auguſt laſt, and 
carried to Canada) hailed our boat; I knew 
his voice, and took him on board with three 
other men, one of whom was taken with 
him. He reported, that he left Canada fif- 
teen days before. I went on my courſe till 
the 27th, towards Carillon, and landed that 
| night on the weſt- ſide of the lake, concealed 
our boats, and travelled by land to within a 
mile of the fort. 1 kept ſpies out the day 


after to improve any opportunity that might 
offer, 
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offer, and the next day ſent them ſtill nearer, 
but to no good purpoſe: I at length diſco- 
vered two men, centries to the piquet guard 
of the French army, one of which was poſted 
on the road that leads from the fort to the 
woods : I took five of my party, and marched 
directly down the road in the middle of the 
day, till we were challenged by the centry. I 
anſwered in French, fienifying that we were 
friends ; the centine] was thereby deceived, 
till T came cloſe to him, when perceiving his 
miſtake, in great ſurprize he called, Qui etes 
vous ? I anſwered, Rogers, and led him from 
his poſt in great haſte, cutting his breeches 
and coat from him, that he might march 


with the greater caſe and expedition. With 


this priſoner we arrived at Fort William 
Henry, Oct. 31, 1756. Upon examination, 
he reported, That he belonged'to the regi- 
% ment of Languedoc: that he left Breſt laſt. 
ce « April was a twelve-month, and had ſerved 
« fince at Lake Champlain, Crown Point, and 

« Carillon, was laſt year with General Dieſkaw 
« in the battle at Fort Willam-Henry : that 
te they loſt in that engagement of regulars, 


* Canadians, and Indians, a great number: 


that at Carillon were at this time mounted 
Fe b thirty- ſix pieces of cannon, viz. twelve 
F 2 eight⸗ 


15 


de eighteen pounders, fifteen twelve pounders, 


and nine eight pounders: that at Crown 


« Point were eighteen pieces, the largeſt of 
© which were eighteen pounders : that Monſ. 


_ « Montcalm's forces this year at Carillon were 
* 3000 regulars, and 2000 Canadians and In- 
ec dians: that Montcalm himſelf was drawn 


« off with one battalion, and that the forces 
« then in that neighbourhood conſiſted of five 
«© battalions and about 800 Canadians ; that 


« the Indians were all gone off, 200 of whom 


« talked of returning to ſpend the winter at 


&« Carillon: that the advanced guard on the 


« weſt-fide above the falls were all drawn in, 
« and that that on the eaſt conſiſted of 600 


© men, v who were to decamp the 1ſtof Novem- 


eber: that they had a camp of five battalions, 


and ſixty Canadians, about half a league from 
« Carillon, and that the reſt of the army were 


« under the fort: that they had barracks ſuf- 
« ficient for 500 men, which he underſtood 


« were to quarter there: that they had one 
e ſchooner and 200 battoes on Lake Cham- 
« plain, and but five or fix on Lake George: 
« that Monſ. the Chevalier de Levi com- 
cc manded in Monſ. Moncalm's abſence, and 


ce that the Canadians were commanded by 


ce Meſſieurs le Corn and Columbie: that when 


Mon- 


5" 2 > 3 9-4 - . 1 * * 
£ ? LINDEN 8 9 Sz 2 2 4 
32 MG INT a NEE I WEI 
a 2 8 Ta 8 anne N 


MIE< 
(EE 


A » 
8 EI — 
e 


95 


3 
© Monficur Montcalm went off, he ſaid. he 
% had done enough for this year, and would 


© take Fort William-Henry early in the ſpring: 


«that the French had taken four of Captain 


Rogers's whale-boats in lake Champlain: 


« that when he was taken priſoner, he ima- 


gined himſelf to be about a gun-ſhot and half 


©« from the fort, and that the French camp 


was pretty healthy.“ 


From this time we were conſtantly em- 
ployed in patrolling the woods about Fort Ed- 
ward till the the 19th of November 1756, 
when I had his Lordſhip's orders to take ano- 


ther excurſion down the Lake. Captain 


Abercrombie, Aid-de-camp and nephew to : 
General Abercrombie, did me the honour to 


accompany me; but nothing material being in 


our power to effect, except taking a view of 


the fort and works of the enemy at Ticonde- 


roga, we returned ſafe to F ort Edward the 
25th in the evening. 

About this time his Lordſhip drew off the 
main body of the troops from Fort Edward to 
be quartered at Albany and New York. 

Both armies being now retired to winter- 
quarters, nothing material happened to the 
end of this year, The rangers were ſtationed 
at the Forts William-Henry and Edward, to 


which 


1 


which alſo two new companies of rangers 
were ſent this fall, commanded by Captain 


Spikeman and Captain Hobbs, in one of which 
my brother James Rogers was appointed an 


Enſign. 


Theſe two companies were ſtationed at Fort 


William-Henry, mine and my brother Ri- 
chard's at Fort Edward. 


Captain Richard Rogers had leave to go in- 


to New England for recruits to complete our 


two companies. He this winter waited upon 
the government of Boſton, to obtain pay for 
our ſervices in the winter 1755 before- men- 
tioned, but could obtain none, notwithſtanding 


Lord Loudoun, who was then at Boſton, ge- 


nerouſly ſupported and enforced our ſolicita- 


tions With his intereſt. 


January 15, 1757. Agreeable to orders : 
from the commanding officer at Fort Edward, 
T this day marched with my own Lieutenant 


Mr. Stark, Enſign Page of Captain Richard 
Rogers's company, and fifty privates of ſaid 
companies, to Fort William-Henry, where we 
were employed in providing proviſions, ſnow- 
ſhoes, &c. till the 17th, when being joined by 


Captain Spikeman, Lieutenant Kennedy and 


Enfign Brewer of his company, and fourteen of 
their men, together with Enſign James Rogers 
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and fourteen men of Captain Hobbs's company, 
and Mr. Baker, a volunteer of the 44th regiment 
of foot, we began our march on the ice down 


Lake George, and at night encamped on the 
eaſt-ſide of the Firſt Narrows. The next 
morning, finding that ſome of the detachment 


had hurt themſelves i in the march the day be- 
fore, as many were diſmiſſed to return to the 
fort, as reduced our party to ſeventy- -four men, 


officers included. 


The 18th we marched twelve miles dowii 


the lake, and encamped on the weſt-ſide of it. 


The 19th we marched three miles from our 
encampment further down the lake, and then 


took the land, and, upon ſnow-ſhoes, travelled 
north-weſt about eight miles from our landing, 


and three from the lake, where we encamped. 

The 2oth we marched north- by-eaft the 
whole day, and at night encamped on the 
weſtern-ſide, oppoſite to and about three 


miles diſtant from Lake Champlain. 


The 21ſt we marched eaſt, till we came to 


the lake, about mid-way between Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, and immediately diſ- 


covered a ſled going from the latter to the for- 
mer. ordered Lieutenant Stark, with twenty 
men, to head the fled, while I, with a party, 
marched the other way to prevent its retreat- 


ing 
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ing back again, leaving Captain Spikeman id 


the center with the remainder. I ſoon diſco- 


vered eight or ten ſleds more following down 


the lake, and endeavoured to give Mr. Stark 


intelligence of it before he ſallied on the lake 
and diſcovered himſelf to them, but could not. 


They all haſtily returned towards Ticonderoga. 


We purſued them, and took ſeven priſoners, 


three ſleds, and fix horſes; the remainder 


made their eſcape. We examined the captives | 


ſeparately, who reported, © That 200 Canadi- 


* ans and 45 Indians were juſt arrived at Ti- 


cc conderoga, and were to be reinforced that 


& evening, or next morning, by fifty Indians 
i more from Crown Point: that there were 
* 600 regular troops at that fortreſs, and 3720 


ct at Ticonderoga, where they ſoon expected a 
large number of troops, who in the ſpring 
© were to beſiege our forts: that they had 
large magazines of proviſions in their farts, 
e and that the above-mentioned party were 


M well equipped, and in a condition to march 
upon any emergency at the leaſt notice, and 


ce were defigned ſoon to way-lay and diftrefs 
* our convoys between the forts,” 


From this account of things, and knowing 
that thoſe who eſcaped would give early notice 


of us at Ticonderega, I concluded it beſt to re- 
turn ; 
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5 
turn; and ordered the party, wich the utmoſt ex- 
pedition, to march to the fires we had kindled 
the night before, and prepare for a battle, if it 
ſhould be offered, by drying our guns, it being 
a rainy day, which we effected; and then 


marched in a fingle file, myſelf and Lieute- 
' nant Kennedy in the front, Lieutenant Stark in 


the rear, and Captain Spikeman in the center. 


Enfigns Page and Rogers were between the 
front and center, and Enfign Brewer between 


the center and rear, Serjeant Walker having the 
command of a rear-guard. In this manner 
we advanced half a mile, or thereabouts, over 
broken ground, when paſſing a valley of about 
fifteen rods breadth, the front having reached 
the ſummit of a hill on the weſt-ſide of it; 
the enemy, who had here drawn up in the 
form of a half-moon, with a deſign, as we 


ſuppoſed, to ſurround us, ſaluted us with a vol- 


ley of about 200 ſhot, at the diſtance of about 
five yards from the neareſt, or front, and thirty 
from the rear of their party. This fire was a- 


bout two o'clock in the afternoon, and proved 
fatal to Lieutenant Kennedy, and Mr. Gardner, 


a volunteer in my company, and wounded me 
and ſeveral others; myſelf, however, but ſlight- 
ly in the head. We immediately returned 
their fire. I then ordered my men to the op- 
poſite hill, where I ſuppoſed Lientenant Stark 

(3 | and 
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and Enſign Brewer had made a ſtand with 
forty men to cover us, in caſe we were obliged 
to retreat. We were cloſely purſued, and 
Capt. Spikeman, with ſeveral of the party, 
were killed, and others made priſoners. My 
people, however, beat them back by a briſk fire 
from the hill, which gave us an opportunity 
to aſcend, and poſt ourſelves to advantage. 


After which I ordered Lieutenant Stark and. 
Mr. Baker in the center, with Enſign Rogers; 


Setjeants Walter and Phillips, with a party, 
ing a reſerve, to prevent our being flanked, ind - 


watch the motions of the enemy. Soon after 


we had thus formed ourſelves for battle, the 


enemy attempted to flank us on the right, but 


the above reſerve bravely attacked them, and 
giving them the firſt fire very briſkly, it ſtopped 
ſeveral from retreating to the main body. The 
enemy then puſhed us cloſely in the front; but 
having the advantage of the ground, and being 
ſheltered by large trees, we maintained a con- 
tinual fire upon them, which killed ſeveral, and 
obliged the reſt to retire to their main body. 
| They then attempted to flank us again, but 


were again met by our reſerved party, and re- 


pulſed. Mr. Baker about this time was killed. 
We maintained a pretty conſtant fire on both 
ſides, till the darkneis prevented our ſeeing 


each other, and about ſun-ſet I received a ball 
thro' 
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thro' my hand and wriſt, which diſabled me 


from loading my gun. I however found 
means to keep my people from being intimi- 
dated by this accident; they gallantly kept 
their advantageous ſituation, till the fire ceaſed 
on both ſides. The enemy, during the action, 


_ uſed many arts and ſtratagems to induce us to 


ſubmit, ſometimes threatening us with ſeverity 


if we refuſed, aſſuring us that they every mo- 
ment expected a large reinforcement, which 


ſhould cut us to pieces without mercy : at 0- 


ther times flattering and cajolling us, declaring 


it was a pity ſo many brave men ſhould be 


loſt ; that we ſhould, upon our ſurrender, be 


treated with the greateſt compaſſion and kind- 


neſs ; calling me by name, they gave me the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their eſteem and friend- 


ſhip that words could do; but no one being 


diſmayed by their menaces, or flattered by fair 
promiſes, we told them our numbers were ſuf- 
ficient, and that we were determined to keep 
our ground as long as there were two left to 
ſtand by each other. 

After the action, in which oe kad a great 
number ſo ſeverely wounded that they could 


not travel without aſliſtance, and our ammuni- 
tion being nearly expended, and conſidering 


that we were near to Ticonderoga, from whence 


the enemy might eaſily make a deſcent, and 


G 2 over- 


44] 


overpower us by numbers, I thought it expe- 


dient to take the advantage of the night to re- 


treat, and gave orders accordingly; and the next 
morning arrived at Lake George, about fix 
miles ſouth of the French advanced guard, 
from whence I diſpatched Lieutenant Stark 
with two men to Fort William-Henry, 

procure conveyances for our wounded men 
thither; and the next morning we were met 


by a party of fifteen men and a fled, under the 


command of Licutenant Buckley, of Hobbs's 
company of Rangers, at the firſt narrows at 
Lake George. Our whole party, which now 


_ conſiſted of only forty-eight effective, and fix 
wounded men, arrived at Fort William-Hen- 


ry the ſame evening, being the 2 $0 of Janua- 
Ty 1757. 


The neareſt computation we could make of 


the number which attacked us, was, that it 


conſiſted of about 250 French and Indians; and 


we afterwards had an account from the ene- 


my, that their loſs in this action, of thoſe 
killed, and who afterwards died of their 
wounds, amounted to 116 men. 


Both the officers and ſoldiers I had the ho- 


nour to command, who ſurvived the firſt onſet, 
behaved with the moſt undaunted bravery and 
reſolution, and ſeemed to vie with each other 
in their reſpective ſtations who ſhould excel. 


The 


IV . 
AN — 8 


. „ ” 
= * 7 . 
a - * * 
1 #48 TS 8 88 Fe n E © * 
1 7d ² mmm ͤ ß REC EST Me PIES, e 


3 8 4 , * 7 "© I 
U 1 e 4 2 „ 
rr ˙ En WIT ³˙ REI EM 


The following is the RETURx which was made of the 
Eilled, Wounded, and 1 in the above action, viz, 


E 


8 B. Thoſe returned as ; Miſling, we 3 found, 
: had been taken priſoners by the enemy, 


H aving 


| ; | Capt. Robert Rogers | —_ } _ — | Wounded. 
© | Mr. Baker, Volunteer Killed — | 
Mr. Gardner, ditto- | ditto - | 3 
8 Thomas Henſon + ditto — | 
2 | Serjeant Ma tin —— 3 ditto -| 
S | Thomas Burnſide - |. 8 ditto | 
5 Serjeant Henry = —— | Mifhng © 
William Mortis - |} —à ditto 3 
- : | | ED 
| John Morrifon - | ditto 9 
4 Joſeph Stephens = ditto 1 
Benjamin W ocgcall |} ditto 3 
8 David Kemble— ditto — 
2 | Enſign Caleb Page | oitto 
David Page 1 e ditto 
| Serjeant Jon, Howard | ditto — 
® | Phineas Kemp - ditto — 1 
+ John Edmonds = ditt — 3 
Thomas Farmer ditto ! —— — 
3. | 5 | 
5 Emanuel Lapartaquer | ditto — 8 
s | Capt. Spikeman - ditto — 1 
3 | Lieut, Kennedy . - ditto 3 Fe SES 
25 Robert Avery - - Ales 4 EL 
5 Thomas Brown - | ditto 1 
= | Sam vue] Fiſk - - * ditto 
2 | Serjeant Moore —— ditto | 
8 | John Cahall „„ 3 — ditto 
| T7660 | 14 8 6 * 
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Having laid this return before Major Sparks, 


commanding officer at Fort Edward, he tranſ- 


mitted the ſame to the General; and the ;oth 
of January following, I wrote to Capt. James 
Abercrombie, then at Albany, recommend- 


ing ſuch officers as I thought moſt deſerving, 


to fill up the vacancies occaſioned by our late 


action, among whom were Lieutenant Stark to 
be Captain of Spikeman's company, and Ser- 


jeant Joſhua Martin to be Enſign in Captain 


Richard Rogers's company ; and I alſo men- 


| tioned ſeveral things in favour of the Rangers. 
In conſequence whereof 1 received the follow- 
my anſwer, 


Dear wes. Wy, Feb. 0, 1759. 


« The General received your letter that 
was ſent by Major Sparks, and returns you 
and your men thanks for their behaviour, and 
has recommended both you and them ſtrongly 
to my Lord Loudoun, as alſo that they have 


payment for the priſoners they took. Upon 
receiving an account of your ſkirmiſh we ſent 


an expreſs to Boſton, and, by the ſaid oppor- 
tunity, recommended, for Spikeman's com- 
| pany, 


1 


pany, your brother * for a Lieutenant. We 


expect the expreſs back in a day or two, by 


whom, I dare ſay, we ſhall have my Lord's 


approbation of the Rangers. Pleaſe to ſend 


me the names of the ofiicers you would re- 
commend for your own company, and alſo to 


fill up the vacancies in the others ; as I am 


certain you have the good of the ſervice at 


heart, your recommendation will be paid great 
regard to. I yeſterday received your's of the 
zoth of January. You cannot imagine how 
all ranks of people here are pleaſed with your 
conduct, and your mens behaviour ; for my 


part, it is no more than I expected: I was ſo 


pleaſed with their appearance when I was out 
with them, that I took it for granted they 
would behave well whenever they met the 
enemy. When I returned I reported them as 
ſuch, and am glad they have anſwered my 


expectation. 


am heartily forry for Spikeman and Ken- 


nedy, who I imagined would have turned out 


well, as likewiſe tor the men you have loſt ; 
but it is impoſſible to play at bowls without 
meeting with rubs. We muſt try to revenge 


the loſs of them. There is few people that 


* James Rogers. 


will 


11 


will believe it; but, upon honour, I could be 


glad to have been with you, that I might have 


learned the manner of fighting in this coun- 
try. The chance of being ſhot is all ſtuff, 
and King William's opinion and principle 1s 


much the beſt for a ſoldier, viz. that 


every bullet has its billet,” and that „it is 


& allotted how every man ſhall die;“ ſo that I 


am certain that every one will agree, that it is 
better to die with the reputation of a brave 


man, fighting for his country in a good cauſe, 


than either ſhamefully running away to pre- 
ſerve one's life, or lingering out an old age, 
and dying in one's bed, without having done 
his country or his King any ſervice. 


The hiſtories of this country, particularly, 
are full of the unheard-of cruelties committed 


by the French, and the Indians, by their in- 


ſtigation, which I think every brave man 
ought to do his utmoſt to humble that haughty 


nation, or reduce their bounds of conqueſt in 
this country to a narrow limit. As ſoon as 
General Abercrombie receives my Lord's in- 
ſtructions in regard to the Rangers, 1 ſhall ſend 


you notice of it; in the interim, I hope you'll 


get the better of your wound. If I can be of 
any ſervice to you or your men as long as they 
continue 
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continue to behave ſo well, may com- 


mand | 
Your 0 humble N 


To Capt. SCOOT James Abercrombie, | 
| Robert Rogers. Bn Aid de Camp,” 


My wound growing wore, I obliged 
to repair to Albany for better aſſiſtance, and 
there received the following inſtructions from 
General Abercrombie, viz. 


Tnftrudton for Capt. RoBexT Rocks. 


is Excellency the Earl of Loudoun having 
given authority to me to augment the company 


of Rangers under your command, to 100 men 
each, viz. 


One PR 
Two Lieutenants, 
One Enſign, 


Four Serjeants at 48. each, New York cur- 
rency; 


| 200 private men, at 2 8s. and 6 d. each ditto 
”e day; ; 


upon an Engliſh pay; 


H Aud 


1 

« And whereas there are ſome private men of 
your company ſerving at preſent upon higher 
pay than the above eſtabliſhment, you are at 
liberty to diſcharge them, in caſe they refuſe 
to ſerve at the ſaid eſtabliſhment, as ſoon as 
you have other men to replace them. If your 
men agree to remain with you and ſerve upon 
the above eſtabliſhment, you may aſſure them 
they will be taken notice of, and be firſt pro- 
vided for ; each man to be allowed ten dollars 
bounty-money, and to find their own cloaths, 

arms, and blankets, and to ſign a paper ſub- 
jecting themſelves to the rules and articles of 
war, and to ſerve during the war. You are to 
inliſt no vagrants, but ſuch as you and your 

officers are acquainted with, and who are every 
way qualified for the duty of Rangers ; and you 
and your officers are to uſe your beſt endea- 
vours to complete your companies as ſoon as 


poſſible, and bring them to Fort Edward. 


James Abercrombie, 
Major General.” 


About this time I again wrote to his Lord» 
ſhip, earneſtly ſoliciting his friendly interpoſi- 
tion and aſſiſtance, to obtain from the govern- 
ment here, an order for payment of what 

was 
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was due to me and my men, for our reſpec- 
tive ſervices during the winter 1755; but if 


that could not be obtained, that he would be 


pleaſed to direct me what method to take for 
recovery thereof. Whereto his Lordſhip replied, 


that as theſe ſervices were antecedent to his 


command here, it was not in his power to re- 
ward them. General Amherſt, afterwards, 


on a like application, gave me much the ſame 
anſwer. 


Theſe applications not being attended with 


any ſucceſs, and ſuits of law being afterwards 
commenced againſt me, by, and on the behalf 
of thoſe who ſerved under me in that cam 


paign, and verdicts obtained in their favour, 


I was not only obliged to anſwer their ſeveral 


demands, to the amount of . 828: 3: 3 ſter- 
ling, which I paid out of my private for- 
tune, but alſo a conſiderable ſum for law- 


charges, excluſive of what I ought to have re- 


ceived for my own ſervices during that ſevere 
ſeaſon. But for all which I have not at any 
time ſince received one ſhilling conſideration. 

In the fame letter I likewiſe informed his 


Lordſhip of the death of Capt. Hobbs of the 


Rangers "hs died a few days before, and re- 
commended Lieutenant Bulkley of the ſame 
| H 2 Com- 


1 


company, as a proper _—_ to ſucceed him in 
that command. 

March 5, I was taken i'l with the all pam 
und not able to leave my room till the 1 5th of 
April following, during which time my officers 
were recruiting, agreeable to his Lordſhip's in- 
ſtructions. Not long after I received the fol- 
lowing letter from Capt. Abercrombie. 


« As there is another ranging company ſent 
up to Albany, with orders to proceed to the 


forts, you will acquaint Colonel Gage, that it 
is my Lord Loudoun's orders, that the two 
companies at Fort William-Henry, and your 


own from Fort Edward, come down immedi- 


ately to Albany, to be ready to embark for 


this place. Shew this letter to Colonel Gage, 
that 'he may acquaint Colonel Monro of his 
Lordſhip's orders, and that quarters may be pro- 


vided for your companies in the houſes about 
Albany. You will take particular care that 


the companies have provided themſelves with 


all neceſſaries, and ſee that they are complete 
and good men. Since his Lordſhip has put 


it in your charge, I hope you will be very di- 
ligent in executing the truſt, for, upon a re- 


view 
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view of the men, if any are found inſufficient 
for the ſervice, the blame will be laid upon 
you. If the officers of this ranging company 


that is gone up, are not acquainted with the 
woods about Fort William-Heory, your bro- 
ther muſt ſend ſome othcers and men of his 
company along with them, to let them KNOW. 


the Giiterent ſcouts. I am, Sir, 


Your maſt humble ſervant, | 


| To Capt. | James Abercrombie, - 
| Robert Rogers, | | Aid de C amp.” | 
% ar lan. 5 5 


Capt. Richard Rover with his own, and 
the new company of Rangers before-menti- 
oned, which was raiſed in the Jerſies, and 


commanded by Capt. Burgin, being left at 
Fort William Henry, my own company from 


Fort Edward, and Capt. Stark's and Capt. 


Bulkley's from Fort William-Henry, agreeable 
to the above inſtructions, marched down to 
Albany, and from thence embarked for New 


York, where we were joined by another new- 
raiſed company of Rangers, under the com- 
mand of Capt. Shephard from New Hamp- 


ſhire, and after ſome ſmall ſtay there, re- em- 
| barked 


[7 
barked on board a tranſport, and left Sandy 
Hook on the 2oth of June, with a fleet of near 


an hundred fail, bound to Halifax, where: 
we ſoon arrived, and, according to orders, I 


encamped on the Dartmouth-fide of the har- 
| bour, while the army lay encamped on the 


Halifax-ſide. The Rangers were here em- 


ployed i in various ſervices. 
On July 3d, by orders, I commanded a par- 
ty to Lawrence Town, and from thence to 
 Schitzcook ; ſome were left there to cut and 


make up hay in the meadows, for the horſes 


intended to be uſed in an expedition to Louiſ- 
burg; others covered the hay-makers, and o- 
thers were diſpatched on ſcouts, to make diſ- 


coveries; in one of which two deſerters from 
the 45th regiment were ſeized and brought in. 


About the latter end of this month forty 
Rangers were ſent acroſs the iſthmus of Nova 
Scotia, to the ſettlements on the Bay of Fun- 


dy, and a party down to the north-weſt arm, 
to ſcour the woods for deſerters, &c. and 
brought in ſeveral, both from the army and 


navy. 
About this time Admiral Holbourn arrived 


with a fleet from England, with ſeveral regi- 


ments of regular troops on board, which were 
landed, and likewiſe cncamped at Halifax, 


upen 
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upon which all ſcouting parties were called in; 
but certain intelligence being received that a 
French fleet of ſuperior force had actually 
arrived at Louiſburg, the intended expedi- 
tion againſt that place was laid aſide, and 


thereupon the Rangers were remanded back to 
the weſtern frontiers. 


Great numbers of the Rangers having been 9 
carried off this ſummer by the ſmall-pox, I ſent 
ſeveral of my officers, by his Lordſhip's com- 
mand, to recruit in New Hampſhire, and the 

Maſſachuſet's provinces, with orders to join me 

at Albany. I afterwards embarked with the 
Rangers under my command, on board the fleet 
which carried the regular troops to New York, 
and from thence proceeded in ſmall veſſels up 
Hudſon's River to Albany, where I was ſoon 
after joined by the new-raiſed recruits. 

I then proceeded to Fort Edward, which 
was the only remaining cover to the northern 

' frontiers of New York, and the more eaſtern 
provinces, Fort William-Henry * having been 
taken 
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: * My brother Captain Richard Rogen died with the 
4 | ſmall-pox a few days before this fort was beſieged ; but ſuch 
z was the cruelty and rage of the enemy after their conqueſt, 
that they dug him up out of his nt, and ſcalped him. In 
- con- 
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taken by the French, under the command of 


Monfieur Montcalm, the Auguſt before. Ge- 


neral Webb was then commanding officer at 
Fort Edward, and by his orders we wete con- 
tinually employed in patrolling the woods be- 
eween this fort and Ticonderoga. In one of 
theſe parties, my Lord How did us the honour 
to accompany us, being fond, as he expreſſed 
himſelf, to learn our method of marching, 
ambuſhing, retreating, &c. and, upon our re- 
turn, expreſſed his good opinion of us very ge- 
nerouſly. 

About this time Lord Loudoun ſent the fol- 


lowing volunteers in the regular troops, to be 
trained to the ranging, or wood- ſervice, under 


my command and inſpection ; with particular 
orders to me to inſtru them to the utmoſt of 
my power in the ranging-diſcipline, our me- 
thods of marching, retreating, ambuſhing, 
fighting, &c. that they might be the better 
qualified for any future ſervices againſt the 


enetny we had to contend with, defiring me to 


take particular notice of each one's behaviour, 


ans] 


conſequence of the articles of capitulation at the uvviinder of 


this fort, the two companies of Rangers there were diſband- 
ed, and diſmiſſed the ſervice. x 
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and to recommend them according to their ſe- 
veral n ig. 


Walter Crofton 
Mr. Lyſhat { of the 4th regiment 


Mr. Roberts of foot. 


Cliacles Humbles iT 


Richard Edlington 3 3 
Andrew Crawley ſ of the 22d ditto. 


Thomas Millet J 


John Wilcox 
John Wrightſon 
Michael Kent 
Mr. Monſel 
Francis Creed 


- of the 27h ditto, 


Alexander Robertſon Y_ 
William Frazier 
John Grahan: 
Andrew Roſs | 
William Frazier, jun.! 4. „ 4... 
Archibald Campbell FL 
Arch. Campbell, jun. 
Auguſ. Campbell | 


Charles Menzies 
John Robertſon 1 
Bo” Will. 


: 658) 
Will. Ervin, or Irwin) 
Thomas Drought 


William Drought \ of the 44th ditto. 
Francis Carruthers 


** Clarke * 

Walter Paterſon \ 

Mr. Nicholſon 

Richard Boyce i of wok 48th e ditto. 
. 


Charles N 


Mr. Chriftopher + 

"C3 
Mr. Hamilton of the $ 5th ditto. 
Mr. Young + 
Allen Grant Jof the Gone bets. 
Jonathan M Dougal } lion of Royal A- 
Mr. Frifborough mericans. 
Nicholas Ward 5 
james Hill f of the 3d ditto. 


John 


1 
John Schloſer 
George Wardoman 
Francis Barnard I 
Engelbertus Horſt 
Ericke Reinhault 4 
Andrew Wackerberg 7 of the 4th ditto. 
Luhainſans Dekeſar 
Donald M*Bean 
Henry Ven Bebber | 
John Boujour 3 


1 


— 


Edward Crafton 1 
James Pottinger | 
Simon Stephens 

Archibald M*Donald | 

Hugh Sterling 

Mr. Bridge J 


> Rangers. 
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Theſe volunteers I formed into a company 
by themſelves, and took the more immediate 
command and management of them to my- 
ſelf; and for their benefit and inſtruction re- 
duced into writing the following rules or plan 
of diſcipline, which, on various occaſions, I 
had found by experience to be neceſſary and 
advantageous, VIZ. 
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I. All Rangers are to be ſubject to the rules » 
and articles of war; to appear at roll-call 
every evening on their own parade, equipped, 
each with a fire-lock, ſixty rounds of powder 
and ball, and a hatchet, at which time an of- 
ficer from each company is to inſpect the 
ſame, to ſee they are in order, ſo as to be 
ready on any emergency to march at a mi- 
pute's warning; and before they are diſmiſſed 


the neceſſary guards are to be draughted, and 
ſcouts for the next day appointed. 


II. Whenever you are ordered out to the 
enemies forts or frontiers for diſcoveries, if 
your number be ſmall, march in a ſingle file, 
keeping at ſuch a diſtance from each other as 
to prevent one ſhot from killing two men, 
ſending one man, or more, forward, and the 
like on each fide, at the diſtance of twenty 
yards from the main body, if the ground you 

march over will admit of it, to give the ſignal 
to the officer of the approach of an enemy, 
and of their number, &. 


III. If you march over marſhes or ſoft 
ground, change your poſition, and march a- 
breaſt of each other, to prevent the enemy 
from en you, * they would do if you 

marched 


[ 61 J 
marched in a ſingle file) till you get over ſuch 
ground, and then reſume your former order, 
and march till it is quite dark before you en- 
camp, which do, if poſſible, on a piece of 
ground that may afford your centries the ad- 
vantage of ſecing or hearing the enemy at 
ſome conſiderable diſtance, keeping one half of 


your whole party awake alternately through 
whe waht, 


IV. Some time before you come to the 
place you would reconnoitre, make a ſtand, 
and ſend one or two men, in whom you can 
confide, to look out the beſt ground for mak- 
ing your obſervations. 


V. If you have the good fortune to take 
any priſoners, keep them ſeparate, till they 
are examined, and in your return take a diffe- 
rent rout from that in which you went out, 
that you may the better diſcover any party in 
your rear, and have an opportunity, if their 
ſtrength be ſuperior to yours, to alter your 
courſe, or diſperſe, as circumſtances may "We 
quire. 


VI. If you march in a large body of three 
or four hundred, with a deſign to attack the 
5 enemy, 
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enemy, divide your party into three columns, 
each headed by a proper officer, and let theſe 
columns march in ſingle files, the columns 
to the right and left keeping at twenty yards 
diſtance or more from that of the center, if 
the ground will admit, and let proper guards 
be kept in the front and rear, and ſuitable 
flanking parties at a due diſtance as before di- 
reed, with orders to halt on all eminences, 
to take a view of the ſurrounding ground, to 
prevent your being ambuſcaded, and to notify 
the approach or retreat of the enemy, that 
proper diſpoſitions may be made for attacking, 
defending, &c. And if the enemy approach 
in your front on level ground, form a front of 
your three columns or main body with the 
advanced guard, keeping out your flanking. par- 
ties, as if you were marching under the com- 
mand of truſty officers, to prevent the enemy 
from preſſing hard on either of your wings, or 
ſurrounding you, which is the uſual method 
of the ſavages, if their number will admit of 
it, and be careful likewiſe to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen your rear-guard. 


VII. If you are obliged to receive the ene- 
my's fire, fall, or ſquat down, till it is over, 
then riſe and diſcharge at them. If their main 

| body 


FW} 
body is equal to yours, extend yourſelves occa- 
ſionally; but if ſuperior, be careful to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen your flanking parties, to make 
them equal with theirs, thatif pofſible you may 
repulſe them to their main body, in which caſe 
puſh upon them with the greateſt reſolution, 
with equal force in each fank and in the 
center, obſerving to keep at a due diſtance from 
each other, and advance from tree to tree, with 
one half of the party before the other ten or 
twelve yards. If the enemy puſh upon you, 
let your front fire and fall down, and then let 
your rear advance thro' them and do the like, 
by which time thoſe who before were in front 
will be ready to diſcharge again, and repeat 
the ſame alternately, as occaſion ſhall require; 
by this means you will keep up ſuch a conſtant. 
fire, that the enemy will not be able eaſily to 
break your order, or gain your ground. 


VIII. If you oblige the enemy to retreat, be 
careful, in your purſuit of them, to keep out 
your flanking parties, and prevent them from 


gaining eminences, or riſing grounds, in which 


cue they would perhaps be able to rally and 
repulſe you in their turn. 


IX. 


1 — — 


L 64 J 
"JT. you are obliged to retreat, let the 
front of your whole party fire and fall back; 
till the rear hath done the ſame, making for 
the beſt ground you can; by this means you 


will oblige the enemy to ourlne you, if they do 
it at all, in the face of a conſtant fire. 


X. If the enemy is ſo ſuperior that you are 
in danger of being ſurrounded by them, let 
the whole body diſperſe, and every one take a 
different road to the place of rendezvous ap- 
pointed for that evening, which muſt every 

morning be altered and fixed for the evening 
enſuing, in order to bring the whole party, or 
as many of them as poſſible, together, after any 
ſeparation that may happen in the day; but 
if you ſhould happen to be actually ſurrounded, 
form yourſelves into a ſquare, or if in the 
woods, a circle is beſt, and, if poſſible, make a 
ſtand till the darkneſs of the night favours your 
eſcape. 


XI. If your rear is attacked, the main body 
and flankers muſt face about to the right or left, 
as occaſion ſhall require, and form themſelves 

to oppoſe the enemy, as beſore directed; and 

the ſame method muſt be obſerved, if at- 
tacked in either of your flanks, by which 
means 


13 


means yon will always make : a rear of one of 
your Hank- guards. 


XII. If you determine to rally after a re- 
treat, in order to make a freſh ſtand againſt the 
enemy, by all means endeavour to do it on the 
moſt riſing gg you can come at, which 
will give you greatly the advantage in point of 


fituation, and enable you to repulſe ſuperior 
numbers, 


XIII. In general, when puſhed upon by the 
enemy, reſerve your fire till they approach very 
near, which will then put them into the great- 
er ſurprize and conſternation, and give you an 


opportunity of ruſhing upon them with your 
hatchets and cutlaſſes to the better advantage. 


XIV. When you encamp at night, fix your 
centries in ſuch a manner as not to be relieved 
from the main body till mor ning, ptofound ſe— 
crecy and filence being often of the laſt in- por- 
tance in theſe caſes. Each centry, tlierefore, 
ſhould conſiſt of fix men, two of u hom muſt. 
be conſtantly alert, and when relieved by their 
fellows, it {ſhould be done without noite ; and 
in caſe thoſe on duty ſee or heer any thing, 
which alarms them, they are not to ſpeak, but 

* = m4 
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one of them is ſilently to retreat, and acquaint 


the commanding officer thereof, that proper 


diſpoſitions may be made; and all occaſional 


centries ſhould be fixed in like manner. 


XV. At the firſt dawn of diy, awake your 


| whole detachment ; that being the time when 
the ſavages chuſe to fall upon their enemies, 


vou ſhould by all means be in readineſs to re- 
ceive them. 


XVI. If the enemy ſhould be diſcovered by 
your detachments in the morning, and their 


numbers are ſuperior to yours, and a victory 


doubtful, you ſhould not attack them till the 


evening, as then they will not know your 
numbers, and if you are repulſed, your retreat 


will be favoured by the darkneſs of the night. 


XVII. Before you leave your encampment, 


ſend out ſmall parties to ſcout round it, to fee 
if there be any appearance or track of an ene- 


my that might have been near you ry the 
night. 


XVIII. When you ſtop for refreſhment, 
chuſe ſome ſpring or rivulet if you can, and diſ- 
poſe your party * as not to be ſurpriſed, poſt- 
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ing proper guards and centries at a due diſ- 


tance, and let a ſmall party waylay the path 
you came in, left the enemy ſhould be purſu- | 


Ing. 


XIX. If, in your return, you have to croſs | 
rivers, avoid the uſual fords as much as poſ- 
ſible, leſt the enemy ſhould have diſcovered, 


and be there expecting you. 


XX. If you have to paſs by lakes, keep at 
ſome diſtance from the edge of the water, leſt, 


in caſe of an ambuſcade, or an attack from the 


enemy, when in that fituation, your retreat 
ſhould be cut off. 


XXI. If the W your rear, take a 
circle till you come to your own tracks, 
and there form an ambuſh to receive them, 


and give them the firſt fire. 


XXII. When you return from a ſcout, and 


come near our forts, avoid the uſual roads, and 


avenues thereto, leſt the enemy ſhould have 
headed you, and lay in ambuſh to receive you, 


when almoſt exhauſted with fatigues. 


' T2 Ui XX. 
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XXIII. When you purſue any party that 
bas been near our forts or encampments, fol- 
low not directly in their tracks, leſt you ſhould 
be diſcovered by their rear-guards, who, at 
ſuch a time, would be moſt alert; but endea- 
vour, by a different route, to head and meet 
them in ſome narrow paſs, or lay in ambuſh to 


receive them when and where they leaſt ex- 
pect it. 


XXIV. If you are to embark in canoes, bat- 
toes, or otherwiſe, by water, chuſe the even- 
ing for the time of your embarkation, as you 
will then have the whole night before you, to 
paſs undiſcovered by any parties of the enemy, 
on hills, or other placcs, which command a 
proſpect of the lake or river you are upon. 


XXV. In padling or rowing, give orders 


that the boat or canoe next the ſternmoſt, wait 


for her, and the third for the ſecond, and the 
fourth for the third, and ſo on, to prevent ſe- 


paration, and that you may be ready to aſſiſt 
each other on any Emergency, 


XXVI. Appoint one man in each boat to 


look out for fires, on the adjacent ſhores, from 


the numbers and ſize of which you may form 


ſome 
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ſome judgment of the number that kindled 
them, and whether you are able to attack them 
K = 


XXVII. If you find the enemy encamped 
near the banks of a river, or lake, which you 
imagine they will attempt to croſs for their ſe- 
curity upon being attacked, leave a detach- 
ment of your party on the oppoſite ſhore to re- 
ceive them, while, with the remainder, you 


ſurprize them, having ther: m between you and 
the lake or river. 


XXVII. If you cannot ſatisfy yourſelf as 
to the enemy's number and ſtrength, from 
their fire, &c. conceal your boats at ſome diſ- 
ſtance, and aſcertain their number by a recon- 
noitring party, when they embark, or march, 
in the morning, marking the courſe they ſteer, 
&c. when you may purive, ambuſh, and at- 
tack them, or let them paſs, as prudence (hall 
direct you. In genetal, Low ever, that you 8 
may not be diſcovered by the enemy on the 
lakes and rivers at a great diſtance, it is ſafeſt to 
lay by, with your boats and party concealed all 
day, without noiſe or ſhew, aud to purſue your 
intended route by night; and whether you go 
by land or water, give out parole and counter- 


ſigns, 


EF 
ſigns, in order to know one another in the 
dark, and likewiſe appoint a ſtation for every 


man to repair to, in caſe of any accident that 
may ſeparate you.” 


Such in general are the rules to be obſerved. 
in the Ranging ſervice ;. there are, however, a 
thouſand occurrences and circumſtances which 
which may happen, that will make it neceſ- 
ſary, in ſome meaſure, to depart from them, 
and to put other arts and ſtratagems in prac- 
"A tice ; in which caſes every man's reaſon and 
1 judgment muſt be his guide, according to the 
i particular ſituation and nature of things; and 
that he may do this to advantage, he ſhould 
keep in mind a maxim never to be departed 
from by a commander, viz. to preſerve a firm- 
nefs and preſence of mind on every occaſion. 
My Lord Loudoun about this time made a 
vifit to Fort Edward, and after giving directi- 
ons for quartering the army the approaching 
winter, left a ſtrong garriſon there under the 
command of Colonel Haviland, and returned 
to Albany. The Rangers , with the before- 
mentioned 


* Several of them were diſmiſſed with an allowance of 
thirteen days pay to carry them home, being rendered un- 


fit 
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mentioned volunteers, were encamped and 
quartered in huts on an adjacent iſland in 
Hudſon's River, and were ſent out on various 
ſcouts, in which my ill ſtate of health at this 
time would not permit me to accompany them, 
till December 17, 1757, when, purſuant to 
orders from Lieutenant Colonel Haviland,com- 
manding officer at Fort Edward, I marched 
from thence with a party of 150 men to re- 
connoitre Carillon, alias Ticonderoga, and if 
poſfible to take a priſoner. We marched fix 
miles and encamped, the ſnow being then 
about three inches deep, and before morning 
it was fifteen: we however purſued our 
route. 
On the 18th in the morning, eight of my 
party being tired, returned to the fort ; with 
the remainder I marched nine miles further, 
and encamped on the eaſt-ſide of Lake George, 
near the place where Monſ. Montcalm 
landed his troops when he beſieged and took 
Fort William-Henry, where I found ſome 
cannon-ball and ſhells, which had been hid 


by the French, and made a mark by which I 
might find them again, 


| fit for immediate ſervice by their paſt fatigues, and ſeveral - 
officers were ſent recruiting in order to have the companies 
complete by the opening of the ſpring. 


The 
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ſigns, in order to know one another in the 
dark, and likewiſe appoint a ſtation for every 


man to repair to, in caſe of any accident that 
may ſeparate you.” 


Such in general are the rules to be obſerved 
in the Ranging ſervice ;. there are, however, a 
thouſand occurrences and circumſtances which 
which may happen, that will make it neceſ- 
fary, in ſome meaſure, to depart from them, 


and to put other arts and ſtratagems in prac- 


tice; in which caſes every man's reaſon and 
zadgment muſt be his guide, according to the 
particular ſituation and nature of things; and 
that he may do this to advantage, he ſhould 


keep in mind a maxim never to be departed 


from by a commander, viz. to preſerve a firm- 
neſs and preſence of mind on every occaſion. 
My Lord Loudoun about this time made a 


viſit to Fort Edward, and after giving directi- 


ons for quartering the army the approaching 
winter, left a ſtrong garriſon there under the 
command of Colonel Haviland, and returned 
to Albany. The Rangers *, with the before- 

mentioned 


* Several of them were diſmiſſed with an allowance of 
thirteen days pay to carry them bome, being rendered un- 


fit 
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mentioned volunteers, were encamped and 
quartered in huts on an adjacent iſland in 
Hudſon's River, and were ſent out on various 
ſcouts, in which my ill ſtate of health at this 
time would not permit me to accompany them, 
till December 17, 1757, when, purſuant to 
orders from Lieutenant Colonel Haviland,com- 
manding officer at Fort Edward, I marched 
from thence with a party of 150 men to re- 
connoitre Carillon, alias Ticonderoga, and if 
poſſible to take a priſoner, We marched ſix 

miles and encamped, the ſnow being then 
about three inches deep, and before morning 
it was fifteen: we however purſued. our 
route. | 
On the 18th in the morning, eight of my 
party being tired, returned to the fort ; with 
the remainder I marched nine miles further, 
and encamped on the eaſt-ſide of Lake George, 
near the place where Monſ. Montcalm 
landed his troops when he beſieged and took 
Fort William-Henry, where I found ſome 
cannon-ball and ſhells, which had been hid 


by the French, and made a mark by which [ 
might find them again. 


| fir for ESE" "JO ſervice by their paſt fatigues, and ſeveral 
officers were ſent recruiting in order to have the companies 
complete by the opening of the ſpring. 


The 


„ 
The 19th we continued our march on the 
weſt-ſide of the lake nine miles further, near 


the head of the north-weſt bay, 


The 21ſt, ſo many of my party tired and 


returned as reduced our number to 123, offi- 
cers included, with whom I proceeded ten 


miles further, and encamped at night, order- 


ing each man tg leave a coy s proviſions there 
till our return. 


The next day we anche ten miles further, 
and encamped near the great brook that runs 


into Lake George, eight miles from the French 


advanced guard. 

The 23d we marched eight miles, and the 
24th ſix more, and then halted within 600 yards 
of Carilion fort. Near the mills we diſcovered 


| five Indian's tracks, that had marched that way 
the day before, as we ſuppoled, on a hunting 


party. On my march this day between the 
advanced guard and the tort, I appointed three 


places of e e to repair to, in cafe of 
| being broke in an action, and acquainted 
every officer and foldier that I ſhould rally 
the party at the neareſt poſt to the fort, and 
if broke there to retreat to the ſecond, and at 
the third to make a ſtand till the darkneſs of 
the night would give us an opportunity to get 


off. Soon after I halted, I formed an ambuſh 
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E 
on a road leading from the fort to the woods, 


with an advanced party of twenty men, and a 
rear- guard of fifteen. About eleven o'clock 


a ſerjeant of marines came from the fort up 


the road to my advanced party, who let him 


Paſs to the main body, where I made him 


priſoner. Upon examination, he reported, 
e that there were in the garriſon 350 regulars, 
e about fifty workmen, and but five Indians: 
« that they had plenty of proviſions, &c. and 
© that twelve maſons were conſtantly em- 
% ployed in blowing up rocks in the en- 


©« trenchment, and a number of ſoldiers to 


e affiſt them: that at Crown Point there 
« were 150 ſoldiers and fourteen Indians: 
% that Monſ. Montcalm was at Montreal: 
ce that 500 Ottawawas Indians wintered in 
« Canada, and that 5oo Rangers were lately 
e raiſed in Canada, each man having a double- 
« barrelled fuzee, and put under an experi- 


te enced officer, well acquainted with the 


country: that he did not know whether the 
« French intended to attack any of the Eng- 


e liſh forts this winter or not; but that they 


c expected a great number of 3 as ſoon 
as the ice would bear them, in order to go 
« down to the Engliſh forts; and that all the 

1. c bakers 


—— — 
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e bakers in Carillon were employed in baking 
_ * biſcuit for the ſcouts above-mentioned.” 
About noon, a Frenchman, who had been 
hunting, came near my party in his return, 
when I ordered a party to purſue him to the 
edge of the cleared ground, and take him pri- 
ſoner, with this caution, to ſhoot off a gun or 
two, and then retreat to the main body, in 
order to intice the enemy from their fort; 
which orders were punctually obeyed, but 
not one of them ventured out, 
The laſt priſoner, on examination, gave 
much the ſame account as the other, but with 
this addition, © that he had heard the Engliſh 
te intended to attack Ticonderoga, as ſoon as 
the lake was froze ſo as to bear them. 
When I found the French would not come 


out of the fort, we went about killing their 


cattle, and deitroyed ſeventeen head, and ſet 
fire to the wood, which they had collected for 
the uſe of the garriſon, and conſumed five 
large piles ; the French ſhot off ſome cannon 
at he fires, but did us no harm. At eight 
o'clock at night I began my march home- 


wards, and arrived at Fort Edward with my 
priſoners the 27th. Inmy return, I found at the 
north-end of Lake George, where the 


French bad hid the boats they had taken at 


Fort 
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„„ 
Fort William Henry, with a great number of 
cannon- balls; but as the boats were under 
water we could not deſtroy them. Upon my 
return to Fort Edward, I received a letter from 
Captain Abercrombie, informing me that the 
Earl of Loudoun, who was then at New Vork, 
had thoughts of augmenting the Rangers, and 
had deſired General Abercrombie to com- 
mand me down to receive his directions. I 
accordingly prepared for my journey, and up- 
on my arrival was received by his Lordſhip in a 
very friendly manner; and, after much con- 
vefiation upon the ſubject, he was pleaſed to 
inform me of his intentions of levying five ad- 
ditional companies of Rangers, deſiring me to 
name the perſons whom ] thought fit for of- 
ficers, and ſuch as might be depended upon, 
to levy the men his Lordſhip deſired ; which I 
accordingly did, and then received from him 
the following inſtructions. 


6 By his Excellency John Earl of Loudoun, 
Lord Machline and Tairenſeen &c. &c. 
| &e. one of the ſixteen peers of Scot- 
land, Governor and Captain General of 
Virginia, and Vice Admiral of the ſame, 
Colonel of the 13th Regiment of foot, 
Galan in chief of the Royal Ame- 

L 2 rican 
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rican rigiment, Major General and Com- 


mander in Chief of all his Majeſty's for- 
Ces, raiſed or to be raiſed 1 in North Ame- 


rica; : 


« Whereas I have this day thought proper to 
augment the Rangers with five additional com- 
panies, that is, four New England and one 
Indian company, to be forthwith raiſed and 
employed in his Majeſty's ſervice; and 


whereas I have an entire confidence in your ſkill 


and knowledge, of the men moſt fit for that 


ſervice; I do therefore, þy theſe preſents, ap- 
point you to raiſe ſuch a number of non-com- 
miſſion officers and private men as will be 
neceſſary to compleat the ſaid five companies, 
upon the following eſtabliſhment, viz. each 
company to conſiſt of one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, one Enſign, four Serjeants, and 100 
privates. The officers to have Britiſh pay, 
that is, the ſame as an officer of the like rank 
in his Majeſty's regular forces; the Serjeants 


45. New York currency per day, and the pri- 


vate men 28. 6d. currency per day. And the 
better to enable you to make this levy of men, 
you ſhall have one month's pay for each of the 
ſaid five companies advanced to you; upon theſe 
conditions, that, out of the firſt warrants that 


ſhall a 


q 
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ſhall hereafter be granted for the ſubſiſtence of 
theſe companies, ſhall be deducted the ſaid 
month s, pay now advanced. Vout men to 
find their own arms, which muſt be ſuch as 
upon examination, ſhall be found fit, and be 
approved of. They are likewiſe to provide 
themſelves with good warm cloathing, which 
muſt be uniform in every company, and like- 
wiſe with good warm blankets. And the 
company of Indians to be dreſſed in all reſpects 
in the true Indian faſhion, and they are all to 
be ſubject to the rules and articles of war. 
You will forthwith acquaint the officers ap- 
pointed to theſe companies, that they are im- 
mediately to ſet out on the recruiting ſervice, 
and you will not fail to inſtruct them that they 
are not to inliſt any man for a leſs term than 
one year, nor any but what are able-bodied, 
well acquainted with the woods, uſed to hunt- 
ing, and every way qualified for the Range- 
ing ſervice. You are allo to obſerve that the 
number of men requiſite to compleat the ſaid 
five companies, are all to be at Fort Edward 
on or before the 15th day of March next 
_ enſuing, and thoſe that ſhall come by the way 
of Albany are to be muſtered there by the 
officer commanding, as ſhall thoſe who go 
{trait to Fort Edward by the officer com- 
| manding 


F 
1 


. „„ 
manding there. Given under my hand, at 
New York, the 11th day of January 1758. 


LovpouNn. 
By his Excellency's command, 
To Capt. J. Arey.” 


Robert Rogers. 


In purſuance of the above inſtructions, I 
immediately ſent officers into the New Eng- 


land provinces, where, by the affiſtance of my 
friends, the requeſted augmentation of Rangers 


was quickly compleated, the whole five com- 


panies being ready for ſervice by the 4th day 
of March. 


Four of theſe companies were ſent to Louiſ- 
burg to join General Amherſt, and one joined 


the corps under my command; and tho' I was. 


at the whole expence of raifing the five com- 


panies, I never got the leaſt Ab wandt for it, 
and one of the Captain's dying, to whom I had 


delivered a thouſand dollars as advance pay for 
his company, which, agreeable to the inſtruc- 


tions I received, I had a right to do; yet was 
| T obliged to account with the government for 


tun money, and entirely loſt every penny of it. 


It 
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It has already been mentioned, that the 
garriſon at Fort Edward was this winter under 
the command of Lieut. Col. Haviland. This 
gentleman, about the 28th of February, order- 
ed out a ſcout under the direction of one Put- 
nam, Captain of a company of one of the 
Connecticut provincial regiments, with ſome of 


my men, giving out publickly at the ſame_ 


time, that, upon Putnam's return, I ſhould 
be ſent to the French forts with a ſtrong party 


of 400 Rangers. This was known not only 


to all the officers, but ſoldiers alſo, at Fort 


Edward before Putnam's departure. 


While this party was out, a ſervant of Mr. 
Beſt, a ſutler to the Rangers, was captivated 
by a flying party of the enemy from Ticonde- 
roga; unfortunately too, one of Putnam's men 


had left him at Lake George, and deſerted to 


the enemy. Upon Captain Putnam's return, 
we were informed he had ventured within 


eight miles of the French fort at Ticonderoga, 


and that a party he had ſent to make diſcove- 
ries had reported to him, that there were near 
600 Indians not far from the enemy s quarters. 

March 10, 1758. Soon after the ſaid Captain 


Putnam's return, in conſequence of poſitive 


orders from Col. Haviland, I this day began a 


march trom Fort Ed ward for the neighbour- 
hood 


1 


hood of Carillon, not with a party of 400 men, 
as at firſt given out, but of 180 men only, offi- 
cers ineluded, one Captain, one Lieutenant, and 
one Enſign, and three volunteers, viz. Meſſ. 
Creed, Kent and Wrightſon; one ſerjeant, and 
one private, all volunteers of the 27th regi- 
ment; and a detachment from the four com- 
panics of Rangers, quartered on the iſland 
near Fort Edward, viz. Capt. Bulkley, Lieu- 
tenants Philips, Moore, Crafton, Campbell, and 
Pottinger; Enſigns Rols, Wait, M<Donald, and 
White, and 162 private men. I acknow- 


| ledge I entered upon this ſervice, and viewed 
this ſmall detachment of brave men march 


out, with no little concern and uneaſineſs of 
mind; for as there was the greateſt reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the French were, by the priſoner 


and deſerter above mentioned, fully informed 


of the deſign of ſending me out upon Putman's 
return: what could I think! to fee my party, 
inſtead of being ſtrengthened and augmented, 
reduced to leſs than one half of the number at 
firſt propoſed. I muſt confeſs it appeared to 
me (ignorant and unſkilled as I then was in 
politicks and the arts of war) incomprehenſi- 


ble; but my commander doubtleſs bad his reaſons, 


and is able to vindicate his own conduct. We 


marched to the half-way brook, in the road 


leading 


[ 1 


leading to Lake George, and there encamped 
the firſt night. 

The 11th we proceeded as far as the firſt 
Narrows on Lake George, and encamped that 
evening on the eaſt-ſide of the lake; and after 
dark, I ſent a party three miles further down, 
to ſee if the enemy might be coming towards 
our forts, but they returned without diſcover- 
ing any. We were however on our guard, 
and kept parties walking on the lake all night, 


beſides centries at all neceſſary places on the 
land. 
The 12th we marched from our encamp- 


ment at ſun-riſe, and having diſtanced it about 
three miles, I ſaw a dog running acroſs the 
lake, whereupon I ſent a detachment to re- 
cConnditre the iſland, thinking the Indians 
might have laid in ambuſh there for us; but 
no ſuch could be diſcovered; avon which I 
thought it expedient to put to ſhore, and lay 
by till night, to prevent any party from deſcry- 
ing us on the lake, from hills, or otherwiſe. 
We halted at a place called Sabbath-day Point, 
on the weſt-fide of the lake, and ſent out par- 
ties to look down the lake with perſpective 
glaſſes, which we had for that purpoſe. As 
ſoon as it was dark we proceeded down the 
lake. I ſent Lieutenant Philips with fifteen 
M n 


82 J 


men, as an advanced guard, ſome of whom 
went before him on ſcates, while Enſign Roſs 
flanked us on the left under the weſt-ſhore, 
near which we kept the main body, marching 
as Cloſe as poſſible, to prevent ſeparation, it 
being a very dark night. In this manner we 
continued our march till within eight miles of 
the French advanced guards, when Lieutenant 
Philips ſent a man on ſcates back to me, to 
defire me to halt; upon which I ordered my 
men to ſquat down upon the ice. Mr. Phi- 
lips ſoon came to me himſelf, leaving his par- 
ty to look out, and ſaid, he imagined he had 
diſcovered a fire * on the eaſt-ſhore, but was 
not certain; upon which 1 ſent with him En- 
ſign White, to make further diſcovery. In 
about an hour they returned, fully perſuaded 
that a party of the enemy was encamped there. 
J then called in the advanced guard, and 
flanking party, and marched on to the weſt- 
ſhore, where, in a thicket, we hid our ſleys 
and packs, leaving a ſmall guard with them, 
and with the remainder I marched to attack 


+ A ſmall party of the French, as we have ſince heard, 
had a fire here at this time; but, diſcovering my advanced 


party, extinguiſhed their fire, and carried the news of our 
n to the F rench fort. : 
the 
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the enemy's encampment, if there was any; 


but when we came near the place, no fires 


were to be ſeen, which made us conclude 
that we had miſtaken ſome bleach patches of 
ſnow, or pieces of rotten wood, for fire (which 
in the night, at a diſtance, reſembles it) where- 
vpon we returned to our packs, and there lay 
the remainder of the night without fire. 

The 13th, in the morning, I deliberated 
with the officers how to proceed, who were 
unanimouſly of opinion, that it was beſt to 
go by land in ſnow-ſhoes, leſt the enemy 
ſhould diſcover us on the lake ; we accord- 
ingly continued our, march on the weſt-fide, 
keeping on the back of the mountains that 
overlooked the French advanced guards. At 
twelve of the clock we halted two miles weſt 


of thoſe guards, and there refreſhed curſelves 
till three, that the day-ſcout from the fort 


might be returned home before we advanced 
intending at night to ambuſcade ſome of their 
roads, in order to trepan them in the morn- 
ing. We then marched in two diviſions, the 
one headed by Captain Bulkley, the other by 
myſelf: Enſigns White and Wait had the 
rear-guard, the other officers were poſted pro- 
perly in each diviſion, having a rivulet at a 
; M 2 mall 
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ſmall diſtance on our left, and a ſteep moun- 
tain on our right. We kept cloſe to the 
mountain, that the advanced guard might 
better obſerve the rivulet, on the ice of which 
T imagined they would travel if out, as the 
ſnow was four feet deep, and very bad tra- 
velling on ſnow-ſhoes. In this manner we 
marched a mile and an half, when our ad- 
vaneed guard informed me of the enemy be- 
ing in their view; and ſoon after, that they 
had aſcertained their number to be ninety-fix, 
chiefly Indians. We immediately laid down 
our packs, and prepared for battle, ſuppoſing 
theſe to be the whole number or main body 
of the enemy, who were marching on our left 
up the rivulet, upon the ice. I ordered Enſign 
M Donald to the command of the advanced 
guard, which, as we faced to the left, made a 
flanking party to our right, We marched to 
within a few yards of the bank, which was 
higher than the ground we occupied; and ob- 
ſerving the ground gradually to deſcend from 
the bank: of the rivulet to the foot of the 
mountain, we extended our party along the 
bank, far enough to command the whole of 
the enemy's at once; we waited till their front 
was ncarly oppoſite to our left wing, when I 


fired 


3 


fired a gun, as a ſignal for a general diſcharge 
upon them; whereupon we gave them the 
firſt fire, which killed above forty Indians; 
the reſt retreated, and were purſued by about 
one half of our people. I now imagined the 
enemy totally defeated, and ordered Enfign 
M Donald to head the flying remains of them, 
that none might eſcape; but we ſoon found 
our miſtake, and that the party we had at- 
tacked were only their advanced guard, their 
main body coming up, conſiſting of 600 more, 
Canadians and Indians; upon which 1 ordered | 
our people to retreat to their own ground, 
which we gained at the expence of fifty men 
killed; the remainder I rallied, and drew 
up in pretty good order, where they fought 
with ſuch intrepidity and bravery as obliged 
the enemy (tho' ſeven to one in number) to 
retreat a ſecond time; but we not being in a 
condition to purſue them, they rallied again, 
and recovered their ground, and warmly puſh- 
ed us in front and both wings, while the 
mountain defended our rear; but they were 
ſo warmly received, that their flanking parties 
| ſoon retreated to their main body with conſi- 
derable loſs. This threw the whole again in- 
to diſorder, and they retreated a third time; 
: but 
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but our number being now too far reduced to 
take advantage of their diſorder, they rallied 
again, and made a freth attack upon us. About 
this time we diſcovered 200 Indians going up 
the mountain on our right, as we ſuppoſed, to 
get poſſeſſion of the riſing ground, and attack 
our rear; to prevent which I ſent Lieutenant 


Philips, with eighteen men, to gain the firſt 
poſſeſſion, and beat them back ; which he did: 


and being ſuſpicious that the enemy would go 
round on our left, and take poſſeſſion of the 


other part of the hill, I ſent Lieutenant Craf- 
ton, With fifteen men, to prevent them there ; 
and ſoon after deſired two Gentlemen, who 
were volunteers in the party *, with a few men, 
to go and ſupport him, which they did with 
great bravery. 


* I had before this defired theſe Gentlemen ta retire, 
offering them a Serjeant to conduct them; that as they 
were not uſed to ſnow- ſhoes, and were quite unacquainted 
with the woods, they would have no chance of eſcaping 
the enemy, in caſe we ſhould be broke and put to flight, 
which I very much ſuſpected. They at firſt ſeemed to ac- 
cept the offer, and began to retire ; but ſecing us ſo cloſely 
beſet, they undauntedly returned to our aſſiſtance. What 
befel them after our flight, may be ſeen by a letter from 
one of the Gentlemen to the commanding officer, which! 
have inſerted next to this account of our ſcout. 
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The enemy puſhed us ſo cloſe in front, that 
the parties were not more than twenty yards a- 
ſunder in general, and ſometimes intermixed 
with each other. The fire continued almoſt 
conſtant for an hour and half from the begin- 


ning of the attack, in which time we loſt eight 


officers, and more than 100 private men killed 
on the ſpot. We were at laſt obliged to break, 


and I with about twenty men ran up the hill 


to Philips and Crafton, where we ſtopped and 
fired on the Indians, who were eagerly puſhing 


us, with numbers that we could not withſtand. 


Lieutenant Philips being ſurrounded by 300 


Indians, was at this time capitulating for him- 


ſelf and party, on the other part of the hill. He 
ſpoke to me, and ſaid if the enemy would give 


them good quarters, he thought it beſt to ſur- 
render, otherwiſe that he would fight while he 


had one man left to fire a gun +. 


I now thought it moſt prudent to retreat, 


and bring off with me as many of my party as 


I poſſibly could, which I immediately did; the 
Indians cloſely purſuing usat the ſame time, took 


| + This unfortunate officer, and his whole party, after 
they ſuwendered, upon the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of good 
treatment from the enemy, were inhumanly tied up to 


trees, and hewn to pieces, in A moſt barbarous and ſhock- 


| ing Mander. 


Fe e | 


ſeveral priſoners. We came to Lake George 
in the evening, where we found ſeveral 
wounded men, whom we took with us to the 
place where we had left our fleds, from whence 
1 ſent an expreſs to Fort Edward, deſiring Mr. 
 Haviland to fend a party to meet us, and aſſiſt 
in bringing in the wounded ; with the remain- 
der I tarried there the whole night, without 
fire or blankets, and in the morning we pro- 
ceeded up the lake, and met with Captain 
Stark at Hoop Iſland, ſix miles north from 
Fort William-Henry, and encamped there that 
night; the next day being the 15th, in the 
evening, we arrived at Fort Edward. 
The number of the enemy was about 700, 
600 of, which were Indians. By the beſt 
accounts we could get, we killed 150 of 
them, and wounded as many more. I will 
not pretend to determine what we ſhould have 
done had we been 400 or more ſtrong; but 
this I am obliged to ſay of thoſe brave men 
who attended me (moſt of whom are now no 
more) both officers and ſoldiers in their re- 
ſpective ſtations behaved with uncommon re- 
ſolution and courage; nor do I know an in- 
ſtance during the whole action in which 1 
can juſtly impeach the prudence or good con- 


duct of any one of them. 
The 
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The following 18#LIS T of the Killed, 
| Mifing, Se. | 


The Captain and Lieutenant of his Majeſty 5 
regular troops, volunteers in this party, were 
taken priſoners; the Enſign, another volun- 
teer of the ſame corps, was killed, as were 
two volunteers, and a Serjeant of the ſaid 
corps, and one private. 


Of Capt. Rogers s Company, 


Lieut. Moore — Killed. 
Serjeant Parnell — Ditto. 
Thirty-ſix privates Ditto. 


Of Capt. Shepherd's Company, A. 
Two Serjeants : 
Sixteen privates 

| Of Capt. James Rogers's Company, 

Enſign McDonald — Killed. 


Of Capt. John g 8 Company, 


Two Serjeants — Nied. 
Fourteen ptivates Ditto. 
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Of Capt. Bulkley's Company, 

Capt. Bulkley Killed. 
Lieut. Pottinger Ditto. 
Enſign White — Ditto. 

Forty- ſeven privates — K. and Mifl. 


Of Capt. William Starks's Company, 
Enſign Roſs — Killed. 


Of Capt. Brewer's Company, | 
Lieut. Campbell Killed. 


A Gentleman of the army, who was a vo- 
lunteer on this party, and who with another 
fell into the hands of the French, wrote the 
following letter, ſome time after, to the officer 


commanding the regiment they belonged to at 
Fort Edward. 


_ Carillon, March 28, 1758. 
© Dear Sir, nt 


& As a flag of truce is daily expected here with 
an anſwer to Monſieur Vaudreuil, I ſit down 


to 


„ 
to write the moment I am able, 1 in order to have 
a letter ready, as no doubt you and our friends 
at Fort Edward are anxious to be informed 
about Mr. —-— and me, whom probably 
you have reckoned amongſt the ſlain in our 
unfortunate rencontre of the 13th concern- 
ing which at preſent I ſhall not be particular; 

only to do this juſtice to thoſe who loſt their 
lives there, and to thoſe who have eſcaped, to 
aſſure you, Sir, that ſuch diſpoſitions were 
formed by the enemy, (who diſcovered us long 
enough before) it was impoſſible for a party fo 
weak as ours to hope for even a retreat. To- 
wards the concluſion of the affair, it was cried 
from a riſing ground on our right, to retire 
there; where, after ſcrambling with difficulty, 


as I was unaccuſtomed to ſnow- ſhoes, I found 


Capt. Rogers, and told him, that I ſaw to re · 
tire further was impoſſible, therefore earneſtly 
begged we might collect all the men left, and 
make a ſtand there, Mr. ———, who was 
with him, was of my opinion, and Capt. 
Rogers alſo; who therefore defired me to 
maintain one ſide of the hill, whilſt he defend- 
ed the other, Our parties did not exceed above 
ten or twelve in each, and mine was ſhifting _ 

towards the mountain, leaving me unable to 

defend my poſt, or to labour with them up the 
1 hill, 
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hill. In the mean time, Capt. Roverk with ki 
party came to me, and ſaid (as did all thoſe 
with him) that a large body of Indians had 
aſcended to our right; he likewiſe added, what 
was true, that the combat was very unequal, 
that I muſt retire, and he would give Mr. - 
and me a Serjeant to conduct us thro! the 
mountain, No doubt prudence required us 
to accept his offer; but, beſides one of my 
ſnow-ſhoes being untied, I knew myſelf unable 
to march as faſt as was requiſite to avoid be- 
coming a ſacrifice to an enemy we could no 
longer oppoſe; I therefore begged of him to 
proceed, and then leaned againſt a rock in the 
path, determined to ſubmit to a fate I thought 
unavoidable. Unfortunately for Mr. —— his 
ſnow-ſhoes were looſened likewiſe, which 
obliged him to determine with me, not to la- 
bour in a flight we were both unequal to. Every 
inſtant we expected the ſavages; but what in- 
duced them to quit this path, in which we 
actually ſaw them, we are ignorant of, un- 
leſs they changed it for a ſhorter, to intercept 
thoſe who had juſt left us. By their noile, 
and making a fire, we imagined they had got 
the rum in the Rangers packs. This thought, 
with the approach of night, gave us the firſt 
2 81 of retiring; and When the moon aroſe, 

we. 


11 


we marched to the ſouthward along the moun- 
tains about three hours, which brought us to 
ice, and gave us reaſon to hope our difficulties 
were almoſt paſt; but we knew not we had 
enemies yet to combat with, more cruel than 
the ſavages we had eſcaped. We marched all 
night, and on the morning of the 14th found 
ourſelves entirely unacquainted with the ice. 
Here we ſaw a man, who came towards us; he 
was the ſervant of Capt. Rogers, with whom 
he had been oftentimes all over the country, 
and, without the leaſt hefitation whatloever, he 
informed us we were upon South-Bay ; that 
Wood- Creek was juſt before us; that he knew 
the way to Fort Anne extremely well, and 
would take us to Fort Edward the next day. 
Notwithſtanding we were di 8 in our 
hopes of being upon Lake George, vie thought 
ourſelves fortunate in meeti ng ſuch a 30 Fig to 
whom we gave entire confidence, did which 
he in fact confirmed, bv b bringing us to a creek, 
Where he ſhewed the tracks of Indians, and the 
path he laid et they had (aken to Fort Anne. 8 
After ſtruggling thro' the now me hours, we 
were obliged to halt to make ſnow-ſhoes, 
as Mr. —— and the guide had left theirs at 
arriving upon the ice. Here we remained all 
night, without any blanxats, no coat, and but a 
. fingle 


1 
1 
1 


ts? 


ſingle waiſtcoat each, for I gave one of mine 


to Mr. 


„who had laid aſide his green 


jacket in the field, as I did likewiſe my furred 
cap, which became a mark to the enemy, and 


probably was the cauſe of a flight wound in 
my face; ſo that I had but a filk handkerchief 
on my head, and our fire could not be large, as 
we had nothing to cut wood with. Before 


morning we contrived, with forked ſticks and 


ſtrings of leather, a fort of ſnow- ſhoes, to pre- 


vent ſinking entirely; and, onthe 1 5th, follow- 


ed our guide weſt all day, but he did not ful- 


fil his promiſe; however the next day it was 


impotlible to fail: but even then, the 16th, he 
was unſucceſsful; yet ſtill we were patient, 


| becauſe he ſeemed well acquainted with the 
way, for he gave every mountain a name, and 
ſhewed us ſeveral places, where he faid his 
maſter had either killed deer or encamped. 


The ground, or rather the want of ſun-ſhine, 
made us incline to the ſouthward, from whence 


by accident we ſaw ice, at ſeveral miles diſtance, 
to the ſouth-eaſt, I was verycertain, that, after 


marching two days weſt of South Bay, Lake 
George could not lie ſouth-eaſt from us, and 


therefore concluded this to be the upper end 
of the bay-we had left, For this reaſon, toge- 


ther with the aſſurances of our guide, I adviſed 
continuing 
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BR 
continuing our courſe to the weſt, which muſt 
ſhortly ſtrike Fort Anne, or ſome other place 
that we knew. But Mr —— wiſhed to be 
upon ice at any rate; he was unable to continue 


in the ſnow, for the difficulties of our march 
had overcome him. And really, Sir, was I to 


be minute in thoſe we had experienced already 


and afterwards, they would almoſt be as tire- 
ſome to you toread, as they were to us to ſuffer. 

Our ſnow-ſhoes breaking, and finking to 
our middle every fifty paces, the ſcrambling 
up mountains, and acroſs fallen timber, our 


nights without ſleep or covering, and but little 


fire, gathered with great fatigue, our ſuſtenance 
moſtly water, and the bark and berries of 
trees; for all our proviſions from the begin- 


ning was only a ſmall Bologna ſauſage, and a 


little ginger, I happened to have, and which 
even now was very much decreaſed; ſo that I 
knew not how to oppoſe Mr. 's intreaties; 


but as our guide ſtill perſiſted Fort Anne was 


near, we concluded to ſearch a little longer, 


and if we made no diſcovery to proceed next 


day towards the ice; but we ſought in vain, as 
did our guide the next morning, tho' he re- 


turned, confidently aſſerting he hn diſcovered 


freſh proofs, that the fort could not be far off. 


I confeſs I was ſtill inclined to follow him, for 


1 Was 
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J was almoſt certain the beſt we could hope 


from deicending upon this ice to our left, was 
to throw ourlelves into the hands of the 
French, and perhaps not be able to effect even 
that; but, from the circumſtances I have men- 


tioned, it was a point I muſt yield to, which I 


did with great reluQtancy. The whole day of 
the 17th we marched a dreadful road, be- 
tween the mountains, with but one good ſnow- 
ſhoe each, the other of our own making being 
almoſt uſeleſs. The 18th brought us to the ice, 
which tho' we longed to arrive at, yet I ſtill 
dreaded the conſequence, and with reaſon, for 
the fiilt fight informed us, it was the very place 
we had left five days before. Here I muſt 


own my reſolution almoſt failed me; when fa- 


tigue, cold, hunger, and even the proſpect of 
periſhing in the woods attended us, I ſtill had 
hopes, and ſtill gave encouragement, but now 
I wanted it myſelf ; we had no reſource but to 
throw ourſelves into the enemy's hands, or 
periſh. We had nothing to eat, our ſlender 
ſtock had been equally  thared amongſt us 


three, and we were not fo fortunate as ever to 


ſee either bird or beaſt to ſhoot at. When 


our firſt thoughts were a little calmed, we 
conceived hopes, that, if we appeared before 


— _n French fort, with a white flag, the com- 


manding 
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manding officer would relieve and return us to 
Fort Edward. This ferved to palliate our 
neareſt approach to deſpair, and determined a 
reſolution, where, in fact, we had no choice. 
I knew Carillon had an extenſive view up 
South Bay, therefore we concluded to halt 
during the evening, and march in the night, 
that we might approach it in the morning, be- 
ſides the wind pierced us like a ſword ; but 
inſtead of its abating it increaſed, together with 


a freezing rain, that incruſted us entirely with 
ice, and obliged us to remain until morning, 
the 19th, when we fortunately got ſome ju- 


Niper berries, which revived, gave us ſpirits, 


and I thought ſtrength. We were both fo 


firmly of that opinion, that we propoſed taking 
the advantage of its being a dark ſnowy day, 


to approach Carillon, to paſs it in the night, 
and get upon Lake George. With difficulty 
we perſuaded the guide to be of our opinion, 
ve promiſed large rewards in vain, until I aſ- 
ſared him of proviſions hid upon the lake; 
but we little conſidered how much nature was 


exhauſted, and how unequal we were to the 
talk : however, a few. miles convinced us we 
were ſoon midway up our legs in the new- 
fallen ſnow ; it drove full in our faces, and 


was as dark as the fogs upon the banks of 
0 Ne- 


1 
Newfoundland. Our ſtrength and our hopes 
ſunk together, nay, even thoſe of reaching 
Carillon were doubtful, but we muſt proceed 
or periſh, As it cleared up a little, we la- 
boured to ſee the fort, which at every turn we 
expected, until we came to where the ice was 
gone, and the water narrow. This did not a- 
gree with my idea of South Bay, but it was no 
time for reflection; we quitted the ice to the 
left, and after marching two miles, our guide 
aſſured us we ought to be on the other ſide of 
the water. This was a very diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtance, yet we returned to the ice and paſſed 
to the right, where, after ſtruggling through 


the ſnow, about four miles, and breaking in 


every ſecond ſtep, as we had no ſnow-ſhoes, 


we were ſtopped by a large water-fall. Here 
I was again aſtoniſhed with appearances, but 


rotking now was to be thought of only reach- 
ing the fort before night ; yet to paſs this 
place ſeemed impracticable: however, I at- 
tempted to ford it a little higher, and had al- 


moſt gained the oppoſite ſhore, where the 
depth of the water, which was up to my 
breaſt, and the rapidity of the ſtream, hurried 


me off the ſlippery rocks, and plunged me 
entirely in the waters. I was obliged to quit 
my fuzee, and with great difficulty eſcaped 

being 
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being carried down the fall, Mr. —-—, who 
followed me, and the guide, though they held 
by one another, ſuffered the ſame fate; but 
the hopes of ſoon reaching a fire ma de us 
think lightly of this: as night approached, we 
laboured exceſſively through the ſnow ; we 
were certain the fort was not far from us, but 
our guide confeſſed, for the firſt time, that he 
was at a loſs. Here we plainly obſerved that 
his brain was affected: he ſaw Indians all a- 
round him, and though we have fince learned 
we had every thing to ſcar from them, yet it 
was a danger we did not now attend to ; nay, 
we ſhouted aloud ſeveral times to give infor- 
mation we were there; but we could neither 
hear nor ſee any body to lead us right, or 


more likely to deſtroy us, and if we halted 


a minute we became pillars of ice; fo that 
we reſolved, as it froze ſo hard, to make a 
fire, although the danger was apparent. Ac- 
cidentally we had one dry cartridge, and in 
trying with my piſtol if it would flaſh a little 
of the powder, Mr, —— unfortunately held 
the cartridge too near, by which it took fire, 
blew up in our faces, almoſt blinded him, 
and gave exceſſive pain. This indeed pro- 


miſed to be the laſt ſtroke of fortune, as our 
hopes of a fire were now no more; but al- 


O 2 thou b 
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though we were not anxious about life, we 


knew it was more becoming to oppoſe than 
yield to this laſt misfortune. We made a path 
round a tree, and there exerciſed all . the 
night, though ſcarcely able to ſtand, or pre- 

vent each other from fleeping. Our guide, 
Notwithſtanding repeated cautions, ſtraggled 


from us, where he fat down and died imme- 


diately. On the morning of the 2oth, we 


ſaw the fort, which we approached with a 


white flag: the officers run violently towards 
us, and ſaved us from a danger we did not 


then apprehend ; for we are informed, that if 


the Indians, who were cloſe after them, had 


ſeized us firſt, it would not have been in the 


power of the French to have prevented our 


being hurried to their camp, and perhaps to 
Montreal the next day, or killed for not be- 
ing able to march. Monſ. Debecourt and all 


his officers treat us with humanity and polite- 
_ neſs, and are ſolicitous in our recovery, which 
returns flowly, as you may imagine, from all 
| theſe difficulties; and though I have omitted 
many, yet I am afraid you will think me too 
prolix ; but we with, Sir, to perſuade you of a 


truth, that nothing but the fituation I have 


faithfully deſcribed could determine us in a 
reſolu- 
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reſolution which appeared only one degree 
preferable to periſhing in the woods. 

« | ſhall make no comments upon theſe diſ- 
treſſes; the malicious perhaps will ſay, which 
is very true, we brought them upon ourſelves ; 
but let them not wantonly add, we deſerved 
them becauſe we were unſucceſsful. They 
muſt allow we could not be Jed abroad, at 
ſuch a ſeaſon of ſnow and ice, for amuſement, 

or by an idle curioſity. I gave you, Sir, my 
i reaſons for aſking leave, which you were 
. pleaſed to approve, and I hope will defend 
them; and the fame would make me again, 

as a volunteer, experience the chance of war 
to-morrow, had I an opportunity, Theſe are 
Mr. ——'s ſentiments as well as mine; and 

we both know you, Sir, too well, to harbour 

the leaſt doubt of receiving juſtice with regard 
to our conduct in this affair, or our promo- 

tion in the regiment; the proſpe&t of not 

joining that ſo ſoon as we flattered ourſelves 

has depreſſed our ſpirits to the loweſt degree, 

ſo that we earneſtly beg you will be ſolicitous 

with the General to have us reſtored as foon , 
as poſſible, or at leaſt to prevent our being 

ſent to France, and ſeparated from you, per- 

haps, during the war. 3 
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J have but ane thing more to add, which 
we learned here, and which perhaps you have 
already obſerved from what I have ſaid, that 
we were upon no other ice than that of Lake 
George; but by the day overtaking us, the 
morning of the 14th, in the very place we 
had, in coming, marched during the night, 
we were entirely unacquainted with it, and 
obliged to put a canfidence in this guide, 
whoſe head muſt have been aſtray from the 
beginning, or he could not ſo groſely have 
miſtaken a place where he had ſo often been. 
This information but added to our diſtreſs, 
until we reflected that our not being entirely loſt. 
was the more wonderful. That we had parted 
from South Bay on the 14th, was a point 
with us beyond all doubt, and about which we 
never once heſitated, ſo that we acted entirely 
contrary to what we had eſtabliſhed as a truth ; 
for if, according to that, we had continued 

our courſe to the weſt, we muſt inevitably 
have periſhed ; but the hand of Providence 
ied us back contrary to our judgment; and 
inough even then, and often afterwards, we 
thought it ſevere, yet in the end it ſaved us, 
and obliged us to reſt ſatisfied that we con- 
ſtrued many things unfortunate, which tended 

to our preſervation. I am, &c,” 
Upon 
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Upon my return from the late unfortunate 
ſcout, I was ordered to Albany to reeruit my 
companies, where 1 met with a very friendly 
reception from my Lord How, who advanced 
me caſh to recruit the Rangers, and gave me 
leave to wait upon General Avercrombie at 
New York, who had now ſucceeded my Lord 
Loudoun in the chief command, my Lord 
being at this time about to embark for Eng- 
land. I here received a commiſſion from the 


Genera), of which the following is 2 copy. 


« By his Excellency James Abercromby, 
Eſq; Colonel of his Majeſty's 44th Regi- 
ment of Foot, Colonel in Chief of the both 
or Royal American Regiment, Major Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief of all 


his Majeſty's Forces raiſed or to be raiſed : 
in North America, SCC, 


« Whereas it may be of great uſe to his 
Majeſty's ſervice in the operations now carry- 


ing on for recovering his rights in America, to 


have a number of men employed in obtain- 
ing intelligence of the ſtrength, ſituation, and 
motions of the enemy, as well as other ſer- 
vices, for which Rangers, or men acquainted 
with the woods, only are fit: Having the 


greateſt 


[ 104 ] 
greateſt confidence in your loyalty, courage 
and {kill in this kind of ſervice, I do, by vir- 
of the power and authority to me given by his 


Majeſty, hereby conſtitute and appoint you 


to be Major of the Rangers in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, and likewiſe Captain of a company of 
ſaid Rangers. You are therefore to take the 


ſaid Rangers as Major, and the ſaid Company 


as Captain, into your care and charge, and 
duly exerciſe and inſtruct, as well the officers 
as the ſoldiers thereof, in arms, and to uſe your 
| beſt endeavours to keep them in good order 


and diſcipline; and I do hereby command 


them to obey you as their Major and Captain 


reſpectively, and you are to follow and ob- 


ſerve ſuch orders and directions from time to 

time as you ſhall receive from his Majeſty, 

- myſelf, or any other ſuperior officer, according 
to the rules and diſcipline of war, 


Given at New York, this 6th Day of April 


1758, in the thirty-firſt Year of the reign 


of our Sovereign Lord George the Second, 


by the Grace of God, King of Great 


Britain, France and Ireland, Detender of 
the Faith, &c. 


JAMES ABERCROMBY, 
By his Excellency" s command, 
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I left New Vork April 8, and according 
to orders attended Lord How at Albany, 


for his directions, on the 12th, with whom I 
had a moſt agreeable interview, and a long 


converſation concerning the methods of diſ- 
trefling the enemy, and profecuting the war 
with vigour the enſuing campaign. I parted 
with him, having the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 


his friendſhip and influence in my behalf, to 
wait upon Colonel Grant, commanding officer 
at Fort Edward, to aſſiſt him in conducting 


the Rangers, and ſcouting parties, in ſuch a 


manner as might beſt ſerve the common 
cauſe, having a letter from my Lord to him. 
Capt. Stark was immediately diſpatched to 


Ticonderoga on the weſt- ſide of Lake George. 
Capt. Jacob, whoſe Indian name was Naw- 
nawapeteoonks, on the eaſt-ſide, and Capt. 


Shepherd betwixt the lakes, with directions to 


take if poſſible ſome priſoners near Catillon. 


About the ſame time I marched myſelf with | 


eighteen men for Crown Point. Capt, Bur- 


bank Was likewiſe diſpatched 1 in queſt of pri- 8 
ſoners. Theſe ſcouts, being often relieved, 


were kept out pretty conſtantly, in order to 
diſcover any parties of the enemy that might 


ſally out towards our forts or frontiers, and to 


1 reconnoitre 
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reconnoitre their fituation and motions from 
time to time. The ſucceſs of my own ſcout 
was as follows. 55 

April 29, 1758, I marched from Fort Ed- 
ward with a party of eighteen men, up the 
road that leads to Fort William Henry four 
miles, then north four miles, and encamped 
at Schoon Creek, it having been a very rainy 
day. 

On the 3oth we marched north-and- by-eaſt 
all day, and encamped near South-Bay. 
The iſt of May we continued the ſame 
courſe, and at night encamped near the nar- 

rows, north of South Bay. 
The-2d, in the morning, made a raft, and 
croſſed the bay over to the eaſt-ſide, and hav- 
ing diſtanced the lake about four miles we 
encamped. 
The zd we ſteered our courſe north; and 
lay at night about three miles from Carillon. 
The 4th we marched north-by-eaſt all day, 
and encamped at night three miles from Crown 
Point Fort. 


The 5th we killed one Frenchman, andtook 
three priſoners. 


The 6th, in the morning, "BEM our return 
homeward, and arrived with our priſoners at 


Fort Edward the gth. 
One 
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One of the priſoners, who appeared to be the 


molt intelligible, reported, that he was born 


ce at Lorrain in France; that he had been in 
“Canada eight years, viz. two at Quebec, one 
ce at Montreal, and five at Crown Point; that 


at the latter were but 200 ſoldiers, of which 


e Monſ. le Janong was commander in chief; 
<« that at Ticonderoga there were 400 of the 
« Queen's regiment, 150 marines, 200 Cana- 
« dians, and about 700 Indians ; and that-they 
* daily expected 300 Indians more; that they 
e did not intend to attack our forts this ſum- 


© mer, but were preparing to receive us at 


& Ticonderoga; that they had heard that J, 
ce with moſt of my party, was killed in the 
* conflict laſt March; but afterwards, by ſome 


& priſoners which a ſmall party of their Indi- 
« ans had taken from Dutch Hooſyk, they were 


c informed that Rogers was yet alive, and was 


„going to attack them again, being fully re- 


& ſolved to revenge the inhumanity and bar- 
« barity with which they had uſed his men, 


< tn particular Lieut. Philips and his party, 


« who were butchered by them, after they had 


* promiſed them quarters; that this was talked 
of among the Indians, who greatly blamed 


the French for encouraging them ſo to do.” 
. P 2 Captains 
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Captains Stark and Jacob returned the day 
before me; the former brought in with him 
fix priſoners, four of which he took near 
Ticonderoga ; they having eſcaped from New 
York and Albany, were in their flight to the 
French forts. The latter, who had but one 
white man with him, and eighteen Indians, 
took ten priſoners, and ſeven ſcalps, out of a 
party of fifty French. An account of theſe 
ſcouts, and the intelligence thereby gained, was 
tranſmitted to my Lord How, _ by him to 
the General. 

About the middle of May, a flag of truce 
was ſent to Ticonderoga, on Col. Schyler $ 
account, which put a ſtop to all olbentive 
ſcouts, till its return. 


May 28, 1758, I received poſitive orders 
from the General, to order all officers and men, 
belonging to the Rangers, and the two Indian 
Companies, who were on furlow, or recruiting 

parties, to join their reſpective companies as 
ſoon as poſſible, and that every man of the 
corps under my command ſhould be at his 
poſt at or before the 1oth of next month, 

Theſe orders were obeyed, and parties kept 
out on various ſcouts till the 8th of June, when 


my Lord How arrived at Fort Edward with 
one half of the army. 


His 
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His Lordſhip immediately ordered me out 


with fifty men in whale- boats, which were 


carried over in waggons to Lake George, and 


directed me at all events to take a plan of the 
landing- place at the north- end with all poſ- 


ſible accuracy, and alſo of the ground from the 


landing- place to the French fort at Carillon, 
and of Lake Champlain for three miles beyond 
it, and to diſcover the enemy's number in that 


quarter. Agreeable to theſe orders, on the 


12th in the morning, I marched with a party 
of fifty men, and encamped in the evening at 
the place where Fort William- Henry ſtood. 

On the 3oth we proceeded down the lake 


in five whale-boats to the firſt narrows, and ſo 


en to the weſt-end of the lake, where I took 
the plan his Lordſhip defired. Part of my 


party then proceeded to reconnoitre Ticonde- 
roga, and diſcovered a large encampment there, 
and a great number of Indians While I was, 


with two or three others, taking a plan of the 


fort, encampment, &c. 1 left the remainder 
of my party at ſome conſiderable diſtance ; 


when I was returning to them, at the diſtance 
of about 3oo yards, they were fallen upon by 


a ſuperior number of the enemy who had got 
between me and them. Capt. Jacobs, with 
whe Mohegon Indians, run off at the firſt onſet, 


calling 


2 


calling to our people to run likewiſe; but they 
ſtood their ground, and diſcharged their pieces 
ſeveral times, at laſt broke through the enemy, 
by whom they were ſurrounded on all ſides 
except their rear, where a river covered them: 
they killed three of the enemy, but loſt eight 
of their own party in this ſkirmiſh. My party 
rallied at the boats, where I joined them, and 
having collected all but the ſlain together, 
we returned homewards. On the 20th, 
at Half Way brook, we met my Lord How, 
advanced with three thouſand men, to whom! 
gave an account of my ſcout, together with a 
plan of the landing- place, the fort at Carillon, 
and the fituation of the lakes. 

I obtained leave of my Lord to go to Fort 
Edward, where his Excellency Major General 
Abercrombie was then poſted, who ordered 
me to join my Lord How the next day with 
all the Rangers, being 600, in order to pro— 

ceed with his Lordſhip to the lake. 

On the 22d his Lordſhip encamped at the 
lake where formerly ſtood Fort William-Hen- 
ry, and ordered the Rangers to advance 400 
yards on the weſt-fide, and encamp there; 
from which place, by is Lordſhip's orders, I 
ſent off next morning three ſmall parties of 
Rangers, viz. one to the narrows of South 

| 1 


1 


Bay, another to the weſt-ſide of Lake George, 
and a third to Ticonderoga Fort, all three par- 
ties by land. Another party, conſiſting of two 
Lieutenants and ſeventeen men, proceeded 
down the lake fer diſcoveries, and were all 
made priſoners by about 300 French and Indi- 
ans. This party embarked in whale-boats. 
About the 28th of June his Excellency 
Major General Abercrombie arrived at the 
lake with the remainder of the army, where 
he tarried till the morning of the 5th of July, 
and then the whole army, conſiſting of near 
16,000, embarked in battoes for Ticonderoga. 
The order of march was a moſt agreeable 
fight; the regular troops in the center, pro- 
vincials on each wing, the light infantry on 
the right of the advanced guard, the Rangers 
on the left, with Colonel Broadſtreet's battoe- 
men in the center. In this manner we pro- 
ceeded, till duſk, down Lake George, to Sab- 
bath Day Point, where the army halted and 
| refreſhed. About ten o'clock the army moved 
again, when my Lord How went 3n the front 
with his whale-boat, Lieutenant Col. Broad- 
ſtreet's and mine, with Lieutenant Holmes, in 
another, whom he ſent forward to go near 
the landing place, and obſerve if any enemy 
was poſted there. 


Holmes 


[( 3-3 

Holmes returned about day-break, met the 
army near the Blue Mountains within four 
miles of the landing-place, and reported that 
there was a party of the enemy at the landing- 
place, which he diſcovered by their fires. 

As ſoon as it was light his Lordthip, with 
Col. Broadſtreet and myſelf, went down to 
obſerve the landing-place before the army, 


and when within about a quarter of a mile, 


plainly diſcerned that it was but a ſmall de- 
tachment of the enemy that was there; 
| whereupon his Lordſhip ſaid he would return 
to the General, that the army might land and. 
march to Ticonderoga. About twelve o'clock 
the whole army landed, the Rangers on the 
left wing. I immediately ſent an officer to 
wait upon the General for his orders, and re- 


cCedived directions from Capt. Abercrombie, one 


of his Aids de Camp, to gain the top of a 
mountain that bore north about a mile from 
the landing- -place, and from thence to ſteer 
_ eaſt to the river that runs into the falls be- 
twixt the landing and the faw-mill, to take 
poſſeſſion of ſome riſing ground on the ene- 
my's ſide, and there to wait the army's coming. 
I immediately marched, aſcended the top of 
the hill, and from thence marched to the 
place I was ordered, where I arrived in about 

an 


1 
an hour, and poſted my party to as. good ad- 
vantage as I could, being within one quarter 
of a mile of where Monſ. Montcalm was poſt- 
ed with 1500 men, whom I had diſcovered by 
ſome ſmall reconnoitring parties ſent out for 
that purpoſe. About twelve o'clock Colonels 
Lyman and Fitch of the Provincials came to 
my rear, whom I informed of the enemy's 
being ſo very near, and inquiring concerning 
the army, they told me they were coming 
along. While this converſation paſſed, a 


ſharp fire began in the rear of Col. Lyman's 
regiment, on which he ſaid he would make 
his front immediately, and defired me to' fall 


on their left flank, which I accordingly did, 


having firſt ordered Capt. Burbanks with 150 


men to remain at the place where I was poſted, 
to obſerve the motions of the French at the 
ſaw-mills, and went with the remainder of 
the Rangers on the left flank of the enemy, 


the river being on their right, and killed ſeve- 


ral. By this time my Lord Howe, with a de- 
tachment from his front, had broke the ene- 
my, and hemmed them in on every fide; but 


advancing himſelf with great eagerneſs and 


intrepidity upon them, was unfortunately ſhot 
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and died immediately “. There were taken 
priſonersof the enemy in this action, five officers, 
two volunteers, and one hundred and ſixty men, 
who were ſent to the landing place. Nothing 
more material was done this day. The next 
morning, at fix o'clock, I was ordered to 
march to the river that runs into the falls, the 
place where I was the day before, and there 
to halt on the weſt-ſide till further orders, 
with four hundred Rangers, while Captain 
Stark, with the remainder of the Rangers, 
marched with Capt. Abercombie and Mr. 
Clerk the Engineer to obſerve the poſition of 
the enemy at the fort, from whence they re- 
turned again that evening. The whole army 
lay the enſuing night under arms. By ſun- 
riſe next morning, Sir William Johnſon joined 
the army with four hundred and forty Indians. 
At ſeven o'clock I received orders to march 
with my Rangers. A Lieutenant of Captain 
Stark's led the advance guard. I was within 
about three hundred yards of the breaſt-work, 
when my advance guard was ambuſhed and 


This noble and brave officer being univerſally be- 
loved by both officers and ſoldiers of the army, his fall 
was not only molt ſincerely lamented, but ſeemed to pro- 
duce an almoſt general conſternation and languor through 
the whole. 


ficed 


L 3tg 1 

fired upon by about 200 Frenchmen. 
mediately formed a front, and marched up to 
the advanced guard, who maintained their 
ground, and the enemy immediately retreated; 
ſoon after the battoe-men formed on my left 
and light infantry on my right. This fire of 
the enemy did not kill a ſingle man. Soon 
after three regiments of Provincials came up 
and formed in my rear, at two hundred yards 
diſtance. While the army was thus forming, 
a ſcattering fire was kept up between our flying 
parties and thoſe of the enemy without the 
breaſt-work. About half an hour paſt ten, 
the greateſt part of the army being drawn up, 
a ſmart fire began on the left wing, where 


Col. De Lancey's, (the New Yorkers,) and the 


battoe-men were poſted, upon which I was 
ordered forward to endeavour to beat the ene- 


my within the breaſt-work, and then to fall 


down, that the pickets and grenadiers might 
march through. 
within their works; Major Proby marched 
through with his pickets within a few yards 
of the breaſt-work, where he unhappily fell, 
and the enemy keeping up a heavy fire, the 
ſoldiers haſtened to the right about, when 
Col. Haldiman came up with the granadiers to 
ſppport them, being followed by the battali- 
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The enemy ſoon retired 
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ons in brigades * their ſupport. Col. Hal- 


diman advanced very near the breaſt- work, 
which was at leaſt eight feet high ; ſome = 
the Feen with the Mohocks came up 
alſo * 
We toiled with enacted attacks for "Ee. 
hours, being greatly embarraſſed by trees that 
were felled by the enemy without their breaſt- 
work, when the General thought proper to 
order a retreat, directiog me to bring up the 
rear, which I did in the duſk of the evening. x 
On the ninth ! in the evening, we arrived at 
our encampment at the ſouth-end of Lake 
a George, where the army received the thanks 
of the General for their good behaviour, and 
were ordered to entrench themſelves; the 
. wounded were ſent to Fort Edward and Al- 
bany. Our loſs both i in the regular and pro- 
 vincial troops, was ſomewhat conſiderable. 
The enemy's loſs was about five hundred, be- 
ſides thoſe who were taken priſoners. 
e By order of the General, 1 
this day began a ſcout to South Bay, from 


= This attack was begun befors the (ener! intended 
it ſhould be, and as it were by accident, from the fire of 
the New Yorkers in the left wing; upon which Col. Ha- 


viland being i! in or near the —— ordered the troops to 
advance. | 


Which 


L: 471 
which I returned the 16th, having effected 


nothing conſiderable, except diſcovering a large 
party of the enemy, ſuppoſed to be near a 


thouſand, on the eaſt-fide of the lake. This | 


party the next day, viz. the 17th, fell up- 
on a detachment of Col. Nicholls's Regiment 


at the half-way brook, killed three Captains, 


and upwards of twenty private men. 
"The 27th another party of the enemy fell 


upon a convoy of waggoners between Fort 


Edward and Half-Way Brook, and killed 116 
men, fixtcen of which were Rangers. In per- 
ſuit of this party, with a deſign to. intercept 


their retreat, I was ordered to embark the 
18th with 700 men; the e enemy however eſ- 


caped me, and in my return home on the 3 iſt, 
J was met by an expreſs from the General, 
with orders to march with 700 men' to South 
and Eaſt Bay, and return by way of Fort Ed- 
ward, in the proſecution of which orders 
nothing very material happened till the 8th of 
Auguſt; in our return, early in the morning 
of which day, we decamped from. the place 
where Fort Anne ſtood, and began our 
march, Major Putnam with a party of Pro- 
vincials marching in the front, my Rangers in 


the rear, Capt. Dalyell with the regulars in the 


center, the other officers ſuitably diſpoſed a- 


among | 
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mong the men, being in number 530, 
excluſive of officers (a number having by 
leave returned home the day before.) Af- 
ter marching about three-quarters of a mile, a 
fire begun with five hundred of the enemy in 
the front; I brought my people into as good 
order as poſſible, Capt. Dalyell in the center, 
and the Rangers on the right, with Col. Par- 
tridge's light infantry; on the left was Capt. 
Gidding's of the Boſton troops with his people, 
and Major Putnam being in the front of his 
men when the fire began, the enemy ruſhing 
in, took him, one Lieutenant, and two others, 
priſoners, 185 conſiderably diſordered others of 
the party, who afterwards rallied and did good 
ſervice, particularly Lieutenant Durkee, who 
notwithſtanding two wounds, one in his thigh, - 

the other in his wriſt, kept in the action the 
whole time, encouraging his men with great 
earneſtneſs and reſolution. Capt. Dalyell with 
_ Gage's light infantry, and Lieut, Eyers of the 
- 44th regiment, behaved with great bravery, 
they being in the center, where was at firſt the 
hotteſt fire, which afterwards fell to the right 
where the Rangers were, and where the ene- 
my made four different attacks; in ſhort, of- 
ficers and ſoldiers throughout the detachment 
behaved with ſuch vigour and reſolution, as in 
| | | One 


„ 
one hour's time broke the enemy, and obliged 
them to retreat, which they did with ſuch 


caution in ſmall ſcattering parties, as gave us 


no great opportunity to diſtreſs them by a pur- 
ſuit; we kept the field and buried our dead. 
When the action was over, we had miſſing 
fifty-four men, twenty-one of which after- 
wards came in, being ſeparated from us while 
the action continued. The enemy's loſs was 


199 killed on the ſpot, ſeveral of which were 


Indians x. We arrived at Fort Edward on 


the gth, being met at ſome diſtance from it by 
Col. Provoſt, with a party of 300, and re- 


freſhments for the wounded, which! had de- 
fired by an expreſs {ent before. 


I remained at Fort Edward till the 1 ith of 


the month, when I received orders from Col. 
Provoſt, who now ranked as Brigadier, and 
commanded at Fort Edward, to march and 
purſue the tracks of a large party of Indians, of 


which he had received intelligence, down the 


eaſt- ſide of Hudſon's River, in order to ſecure 
our convoys from them, and intercept their 


retreat; but this report which the Colonel had 


heard being groundleſs, my ſcout was ineffec- 
tual, I returned to Fort Edward on the 14th, 


Y By a detachment that went out afterwards, fifty more 
of the enemy were found dead near the place of action. 


and 
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and went with my detachment duectly to the 
encampment at Lake George. 

Aug. 20, 1758. By orders from the Gene- 
ral I embarked with five men in a whale- boat, 
to viſit and reconnoitre Ticonderoga, in which 
excurſion I obtained ſeveral articles of intelli- 
gence concerning the enemy, their ſituation and 
numbers at different poſts, and returned the 
24th to the encampment at Lake George. 

I was employed in various other excurſions 
towards the enemy's forts and frontiers, and in 
perſuit of their flying parties, till the campaign 
for this year ended, and our army retired to 
winter-quarters. 

Notwithſtanding little was effected by our 
late campaign to Ticonderoga; yet the Bri- 
tiſh arms in America were not every where 
\ unſucceſsful : for Col. Broadſtreet, with a de- 
tachment of 2000 men, reduced the French 

fort at Cataraqua, called Fort Frontenac *, and 


This fort was ſquare faced, had four baſtions built with 
ſtone, and was near three-quarters of a mile in circumfe- 
Trance. Its ſituation was very beautiful, the banks of the 
river preſenting on every fide an agreeable landſcape, with 

a fine proſpect of the Lake Ontario, which was diſtant a- 
bout a league, interſperſed with many iſlands that were 
well wooded, and ſeemingly fruitful. The French had 
formerly a great trade at this fort with the Indians, it being 
erected on purpoſe to prevent their trading with the Eng- 


liſh ; but it is now totally deſtroyed. | 
| — Ge- 


General Amherſt, who commanded the Britiſh 
troops at Cape Breton, had ſucceeded in the re- 
duction of that important fortreſs, and now 

returned from his conqueſt, with a part of the 
troops that had been employed there, and was 
appointed commander in chief of his Majeſty's 

forces in North America (General Abercrom- 


bie embarking for England). The head quar- 
ters were now fixed at New York, and I had 


now new commanders to obey, new compa- 
nions to converſe with, and, as it were, a new 


apprenticeſhip to ſetve. From Albany, 
where I. was ſettling ſome accounts with the 
Paymaſter, I began my acquaintance by the 
following letter to Col. Townſend, Deputy 
Adjutant General to his Excellency. 


*Me, Aeg Jen. 28, 1759. 


* Tncloſed I ſend you the preſent ſtate of his ' 
Majeſty's companies of Rangers at Fort Ed- 


ward, together with a liſt of the officers, now 

recruiting in the different parts of New Eng- 
land, who have lately adviſed me, that they 
have already inliſted near 400 men, which re- 

cruits are much wante at Fort Edward, as it 
3 may 
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may be expected that the enemy will ſoon ſend 
their Indians, to endeavour to intercept our 


convoys between here and Fort Edward. 


« To be ſeaſonably ſtrong to prevent their 
playing their old pranks, I would humbly pro- 
poſe, were it conſiſtent with the ſervice and a- 

greeable to General Amherſt, my ſetting out 
for New England, in order to diſpatch ſuch 
Rangers as are there with all poſſible ſpeed to 
Fort Edward, or otherwiſe, as his Excellency 
ſhall direct. If it ſhould be agreeable to the 
General that I ſhould go to New England, I 
ſhould be glad it might be by way of New 
Vork, that T might have an opportunity to 
wait upon the General myſelf, and repreſent to 
him the neceſſity of an augmentation of the 
Rangers now at Fort Edward, and the deſire 
of the Stockbridge Indians to re-enter the 
_ ſervice. - 

The armsof the Rangers are in the hands 

of Mr. Cunningham at New York, which 
will be ſoon wanted at Fort Edward; I ſhould 

- therefore be glad they might be forwarded as 
ſoon as may be. I have wrote to Mr. Cun- 


ningham, to make application to you for con= 


venient carriages for the ſame, which I ſhould | 


be © 


t 3 1 


be glad you would furniſh him with. And 
till the time I have an opportunity of paying | 
you my reſpects in perſon, I 195 leave to - 
Ye myſelf, Sir, 


3} 


Your moſt bedient humble ſervant, 
| Robert Rogers. 


. 

& P. $. General Stanwix informs me, that a a 
ſubaltern officer, and about twenty Rangers 

are to be ſtationed at No. 4 the officer wool 

recommend for that. poſt, 1 is Lieut. Stephans, 

who is well acquainted with the Any, there 
about. He is now . | 


IF 7 ol. Townſend: : . Hoge 0.40, 


8 r this 1 nit to Fort Edward, 


n 1 received the . 8 aufder. as 
OO, | 


of 


; Ws 6 IO 10 | joe "Bb 55 1785. . 


75 1 received. your letter, with the incloſed 
| return. The General commands me to in- 
form you, he can by no means approve of, | 
Pour * Fort Edward, 
6 Jour 


{ 224 } 
* Yaur recruiting officers are all ordered to 
ſend up their recruits to Fort Ed ward. They 
are not only wrote to, but an advertiſement is 
put in all the papers, which was the only me- 
thod the General had of conveying his inten- 
tions to them, as you had not ſent me any re- 
turn of the officers names, and places where 
they were to recruit at. In obedience to that 
: order, the recruits will be yp ſooner than if 
they waited your coming down. 1 haye like- | 
wiſe repeated the order to every officer, accor- 
ding to your return, by this poſt, and if you 
are complete by the returns they make, I 
ſhall order up every individual oy to their 
poſts. 
Any propoſals for the angetan of 
the Rangers, or propoſals from the Stockbridge 
Indians, you would chuſe to offer to the Ge- 
neral, he deſires muy be n n 
down to him. 

« The arms ſor the Rangers, which - you 
mention are in the hands of Mr. Cunningham, 
ſhall be ſent up to you immediately. 

41 have wrote to Lieut. Samuel Stephans, 
to acquaint him with the General's | Intentions _ 


of IFaring Þ him at "90 4 185 7 
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50 If the enemy ſend out any ſcouting par- 


ties this year to pick up intelligence, or attack 


our convoys, the ſeaſon of the year is now 


coming on that we may expect them; you 
therefore muſt ſee the neceſſity of your re- 


maining at Fort Edward. Your officers and 
men ſhould join you as faſt as poſſible. - The 
General would at another fi time A egen pix with 
your requeſt, 


"Four adit humble ſervant, 


I HOO RRe --: Toonſtend, D. A. G.— 
Feb. 15, 1759. 
To 1 on 05 


I wrote to theColonel, propoſing an addition 


of two new companies of Rangers, upon the 


fame footing as thoſe already in the ſervice, 


and the raiſtng of three companies of Indians 
to ſerve the enſuing campaign; ; and leſt the 
Indians ſhould be gone out on their hunting 


parties, and ſo be prevented from joining us, I 


wrote to three of their Sachems, or chiefs ; one 


of which to King Uncus, head Sachem of the 
Mohegan Indians (which in ſubſtance is like 


the 
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che others) I will here inſert, as a ſpecimen of 


the method in which we are _ to ad- 
dreſs 18 ſavages. £5 


« Brother Uncus, | 


Tin A i is for the advantage of his MajeſtyKing 
George, to have a large body of Rangers em- 
ployed in his ſervice the enſuing campaign, and 
as I am well convinced of the ſincere attach- 
ment you have to him, I therefore carefully 
obey General Amherſt's orders to me, to en- 
Sage your aſſiſtance here early in the ſpring. 


<« T hope you'll continue to ſhe w that ardent 46 


| zeal you have all along expreſſed for the Eng» 
liſh,” ever ſince you have been allied to them, 
by raifing a company of your men with the 
_ utmoſt expedition. Lowe 5 
Should you chuſe to come out a Captain, 
General Amherſt will readily give you the 
commiſſion for it; if not, I ſhall expect Do- 
quipe and Nunnipad. I leave to you the 
choice of an Enfign and two ſerjeants; but L 
hope. you'll engage the fitteſt. men for their 
ſtations. I would have the company conſiſt 


of fifty private men, or more, if you can get 5 


| them ; ; and if thoſe men that deſerted from 
Capt. 
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Cap t. Brewer will join you, the General will 


a them. You may employ a Clerk for 


the company, to whom General Amherſt will 
allow the uſual pay. 


« T heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in raiſing your 


men, and ſhall be exceeding glad that you join me 
with all the expedition you h can. I am, 


Brother Uncus, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant; 


To Ki 5 Uncus. Robert Rogers.” 


With this letter, or any other wrote to them, 
in order to give it any credit or influence, muſt 


go a belt of wampum, ſuitable to the matter 
and occaſion of it, and upon which the bearer, 


after having read the letter, interprets it, and 


then delivers both to the Sachem, or perſon 
they are directed to. 


The latter end of February, about fifty 


Mohocks, commanded by Captain Lotridge, 


came from Sir William Johnſon to join me, 
and proceed to Ticonderoga on a ſcout. 


March 3, 1759, I received the following or- 


ders from Col. Haldiman: : © An officer being 


choſen 
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_ Choſen by the General to make obſerrations 
upon the enemy's ſituation, and the ſtrength 
of their forts upon Lake Champlain; you are 
ordered to march with your Rangers, and the 
Mohock Indians, under the command of 
Capt. Lotridge, and take all the meaſures 
and precautions poſſible, that he may execute 
his intentions, and perform the ſervice, which 
the General has much at heart; and to effect 
this with more ſecurity, a body of regulars is 
likewiſe ordered to join with you, and you are 
to have the command of the whole. Lieut. 
Brheem is to communicate his orders to you; 
and the ſervice being performed, you will en- 
deavour to take a priſoner, or priſoners, or 
ſtrike ſuch a ſtroke on the enemy, and try to 
bring us intelligence. 

« He recommends it in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, that if ſome of the enemy ſhould fall into 
your hands, to prevent the Indians from exer- 
ciling their cruelty upon them, as he deſires 
Friſonert may be treated with humanity. 


7 5 5 IP]  Haldiman, 
Fort Edward, Commander at 
March 3, 1759. Fort Edward.” 


Purſuant 


. „„ 1}; 


Purſuarit to the above orders, I iba: 
the ſame day with a party of 358 men, offi- 
cers included, and encamped the firſt night at 


Half. Way Brook. One Indian, being hurt by 
accident, returned to Fort Edward. The 


Ath, marched to within one mile and a half of 
Lake George, and halted till evening, that we 
might the better paſs undiſcovered by the ene- 


my, if any were on the hill reconnoitering. 
| We continued our march till two o'clock in 
the morning, and halted at the firſt narrows; 


It being exceſſive cold, and ſeveral of our par- 


ty being froſt-bitten, I ſent back twenty-three, 


under the charge of a careful ſerjeant, to Fort 


Edward. We continued here till the evening 
of the 5th, then marched to Sabbath- day Point, 
where we arrived about eleven o'clock, almoſt 
overcome with the cold. At two o'clock we 
continued our march, and reached the landin g 


place about eight. I ſent out a ſmall party to 


obſerve if any of the enemy's parties went out. 
They returned and reported, that none were to 


be ſeen on the weſt- ſide of the lake, but on the 
eaſt were two working parties. It now ap- 


peared to be a ſuitable time for the engineer to 


make his obſervations. I left Capt. Williams 
to remain at this place with the Regulars, and 


| thirty Rangers, while I, with the engineer, 
8 - forty 


| L 1 1 -. 
forty-nine Rangers, and Capt. Lotridge, with 


forty-five Indians, went to the iſthmus that 
overlooks the fort, where he made his obſerva- 
tions. We returned to our party, leaving five 
Indians and one Ranger to obſerve what num 
bers croſſed the lake in the evening from the 
eaſt-ſide to the fort, that I might know the 
better how to attack them next morning. At 


dark the engineer went again, with Lieut. Tute, 
and a guard of ten men, to the entrenchments, 


and returned at midnight without oppoſition, 
having done his buſineſs to his ſatisfaction. On 
which I ordered Capt. Williams with the Regu- 
lars back to Sabbath-day Point ; the party be- 
ing extremely diſtreſſed with the cold, it ap- 
peared to me imprudent to march his men 
any further, eſpecially as they had no ſnow- 


hoes. I ſent with him Lieut. Tate and thirty 


Rangers, with directions to kindle fires on the 
aforeſaid point. At three o'clock I marched with. 


three Lieutenants and forty Rangers, one Re- 


gular, and Capt. Lotridge with forty-fix Indians, 
in order to be ready to attack the enemy's work- 


ing parties on the eaſt- ſide of the lake early in 


the morning. We croſſed South-Bay about 


eight miles ſouth of the fort *, from thence, 


Here we e found that a party of Indians had gone up 
the bay towards our forts. 
being 


— — —— ß — — — > 
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being about fix o'clock, bore down right oppo- 
ſite the fort, and within half a mile of where 
the French parties, agreeable to our expecta- 
tions, were cutting of wood. Here I halted, 
and ſent two Indians and two Rangers to ob- 
ſerve their ſituation. They returned in a few 
minutes, and brought intelligence, that the 
working parties were cloſe to the banks of the 
lake, and oppoſite the fort, and were about for- 
ty in number ; upon which we ſtripped off our 
blankets, and ran down upon them, took ſeve- 
ral priſoners, and deſtroyed moſt of the party bE 
as they were retreating to the fort, from l 
whence being diſcovered, about eighty Cana- 
dians and Indians purſued us clofely, being 
backed by about 1 50 French regulars, and in 
a mile's march they began a fire in our rear; 
and as we marched in a line abreaſt, our front 
vas eaſily made; I halted on a rifing ground, 
reſolving to make a ſtand againſt the enemy, 
who appeared at firſt very reſolute : but we re- 
pulſed them before their reinforcement came 
up, and began our march again in a line abreaſt; 
having advanced about half a mile further, 
they came in ſight again. As ſoon as we 
could obtain an advantageous poſt, which was 
a long ridge, we again made a ſtand on the 
8 oppoſite the enemy. The Canadians and 
= a Indians 
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Indians came very cloſe, but were ſoon ſtopped 
by a warm fire from the Rangers and Mo- 
hocks. They broke immediately, and the Mo- 
hocks with ſome Rangers purſued, and entirely 
ronted them before their Regulars could come 
up. After this we marched without any op- 
poſition. In theſe ſeveral ſkirmiſhes we had 
two Rangers and one Regular killed, and one 
Indian wounded, and killed about thirty of the 
enemy. We continued our march till twelve 
o'clock at night, and came to Capt. Williams 
at Sabbath-day Point (fifty miles diſtant from 
the place we ſet out from in the morning.) 
The Captain received us with good fires, than 
which ſcarce any thing could be more accept- 
able to my party, ſeveral of which had their 
feet froze, it being exceſſiye cold, and the 
ſnow four feet deep. Next morning marched 
the whole detachment as far as Long Iſland 
in Lake George, and there encamped that 
night. On our march from Sabbath-day Point 
to this iſland, I gave leave to ſome of the Ran- 
gers and Indians to hunt near the ſide of the 
lake, who brought us in great plenty of veni- 
ſon for our refreſhment. 
I ſent Lieut. Tute, with the following let- 
ter, to Col. Haldiman, fearing left a party of 
Indians we had ſome notice of might have 


| Sone 


E n 


gons up South Bay, and get an opportunity of 


doing miſchief before I could reach Fort Ed- 
ward with the whole detachmant. 


Camp at Sabbath- -day Point, Friday, 


eight o'clock in the morning. 
Fe SIR, 


* I ſend this to let you know that ſixty In- 


dians, in two parties, are gone towards Fort 


Edward and Saratoga, and I fear will ſtrike- 


ſome blow before this reaches you. Mer. 
Brheem is ſatisfied he has done his buſineſs 

agrecable to his orders; ſince which I have 
taken ſome priſoners from Ticonderoga, and 


deſtroyed others of the enemy, of the particu- 


lars of which the bearer will inform you. 


+ The Mohocks behaved with great bra- 
very; ſome have been within piſtol-ſhot of 


the French fort. 


« Two-thirds of my clans have froze 
their feet (the weather being ſo ſevere, that it 
is almoſt impoſſible to deſcribe it) ſome of 
FERN We are obliged to carry. I am, &c. 


R. Rogers. 


Fort 
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Port Edward, March 10, 1759. 
Dear Sir, 


I congratulate you heartily on your good 
ſucceſs, and ſend you twenty-two ſleys to 
tranſport your ſick, You will, by this oppor- 
tunity, take as many boards as you can conve- 
niently . My beſt compliments to Capt. 
Williams, and to all the gentlemen, I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Fred. Haldinand. 


P. S. Thad the fignal- -guns fired to give 
notice to the different poſts. Nothing has 
appeared as yet 7. 


We were met by the ſleys, and a detach- 
ment of 100 men at Lake George, and all ar- 


rived ſafe at Fort Edward, where I received 


the following letters upon my arrival. 


* Boards left at the place where Fort William-Henry 
ſtood, and now wanted at Fort Edward, 


+ The exploſion of theſe fignal-guns (as we afterwards 
| heard) was heard by the party of the enemy, then near Fort 
Millar, eight miles below Fort Edward, who thereupon 
ſuppoſing themſelves diſcovered, retreated with precipitation. 


Wi. 


L 135 1 
ce SIR, 


« ] yeſterday received your letter by Me. 


Stark. The General approves of raiſing the Indi- 
an companies; but as he has not heard the Ran- 
gers are complete, he cannot agree to the rai- 
ſing more companies, till the preſent ones are 
complete at Fort Edward. Mr. Stark ſets out 


to-morrow for New England. I have order- 
ed him to hurry up the recruits of your corps, 


and repeat my orders to the officers, to join 


their companies if they are complete. Your 


arms have been tried and proved by the artillery; 
they anſwer very well, and are ordered to be 
ſent to you as faſt as poſſible: the General has 


ſent to you by Capt. Jacobs. We have choſe 


out one hundred men from each regiment, 
and pitched upon the officers to act this year as 
light infantry; they are cloathed and accoutred 


as light as poſſible, and, in my opinion, are a 


kind of troops that has been much wanted in 
this country. They have what ammunition 


they want, ſo that I don't doubt but they will 
be excellent markſmen. You may depend 


upon. General Amherſt's intentions to have 


you; I heard Brigadier Gage mention you to 
him. From what knowledge I have of the 


General, I can only fay that merit is ſure to be 
rewarded ; 
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Wird! nor does he favour any recommends 

ation, without the perſon recommended really 
deſerves his promotion. You will return your I 
companies to me as ſoon as complete. N 


Your obedient humble ſervant, 


New York, 5 R. J. ownſhend.” x 
To Major Rogers. 5 F 


te Sin, Neu Tork, Feb. 13, 1759. 
“This will be delivered to you by Capt. Ja- 
cob Nawnawampeteoonk, who laſt campaign 
commanded a company of Stockbridge Indians, 
and who, upon hearing that you had wrote to 
me concerning him, came to offer me his ſer- 
vice for the enſuing campaign: But as you have 
not mentioned to me the terms and conditions 
on which he was to engage, I have referred 
him to you to give in his propoſals, that you 
may report to me thereupon, and inform me if 
you think his ſervice adequate to them ; after 
which I ſhall give you my anſwer. I am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


Te Anberft , i 


To Major Rogers, 


Be- 


[gr 1 


Before I received this letter from his Excel- 


lency, I had wrote to him, recommending ſe- 


veral officers to the vacancies in the ranging 
companies, and incloſed a journal of my late 


ſcout; ſoon after my return from which I 
went to Albany, to ſettle my accompts with 
the government, where I waited upon his Ex- 
cellency the General, by whom I was very 
kindly received, and affured that I ſhould 


haye the rank of Major in the army from the 


date of my commiſſion e General Aber- 
crombie. 

I returned to Fort Edward the fifteenth of 
May, where 1 received the melancholy news, 
that Capt. Burbank, with a party of thirty men, 
had in my abſence been ſent out on a ſcout, 


and were all cut off. This gave me great uneaſi- 


neſs, as Mr. Burbank was a gentleman ] very 


highly eſteemed, and one of the beſt officers 


among the Rangers, and more eſpecially as I 


Judged the ſcout he was ſent out upon by the 
commanding officer at the fort was needleſs, 


and unadviſedly undertaken, 

Preparations for the campaign were haſtened 
by his Excelleney the General in every quarter; 
the levies from the ſeveral provinces forward- 


ed, the companies of Rangers compleated, and 


diſciplined in the beſt manner I was capable 
T of, 
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of, and of which the General was s pleaſed 
greatly to approve. 


In the month of June, part of the army 


marched with General Gage for the lake. I 
was ordered to ſend three companies there with 
Capt. Stark, and to remain with the General 
myſelf with the other three companies, till 
ſuch time as he marched thither. In this in- 
terval, purſuant to his Excellency's orders, I 
ſent out ſeveral parties to the French forts, 
who from time to time diſcovered the ſituation 


of the enemy, and * ſatisfactory in- 


telligence. 

About the 2oth of June, the General with 
the remainder of the army marched to the lake, 
the Rangers being in the advanced guard; and 
here his Excellency was pleaſed to fulfil his 
promiſe to me, by declaring 1 in public orders, 
my rank of Major in the army, from the date 


of my commiſſion, as Major of the Rangers. 


We continued here collecting our ſtrength to- 
gether, and making neceſſary preparations, and 
getting what intelligence we could of the 
ſtrength and ſituation of the enemy, till July 
21, 1759, when the army embarked for Ti- 
conderoga, I was in the front with the Ran- 
gers on the right wing, and was the firſt body 
that landed on July 22, at the north - end of 


Lake 
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Lake George, followed by the grenadiers and 


light infantry, which Col. Haviland com- 
manded. 


I marched, agreeable to ado from the Ge- 


neral, acroſs the: mountains in the iſthmus; 


from thence, in a by-way, athwart the woods 


to the bridge at the Saw-mills ; where finding 
the bridge ſtanding, I immediately croſſed it 
with my Rangers, and took poſſeſſion of the 


riſing ground on the other fide, and beat from 
thence a party of the enemy, and took ſeveral 
priſoners, killed others, and put the remainder 
to flight, before Col. Haviland with his grena- 
diers and light infantry got over. The army 


took poſſeſſion that night of the heights near 
the Saw-mills, where they lay all this evening. 
The enemy kept out a ſcouting-party, with 
a body of Canadians and Indians, which kil- 


led ſeveral of our men, and galled us prodi- 
gioully, | 
July 23, the General, early in the morning; 


put the army in motion ; at the ſame time or- 
dered me in the front, with directions to pro- 
ceed acroſs the Cheſnut Plain, the nigheſt and 
beſt way J could, to Lake Champlain, and do 
my endeavour to ſtrike it near the edge of the 
cleared ground, between that and the breaſts 


work, where I was to halt till ! received further 
T 2 orders. 
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orders. Having purſued my orders, and halted 


at the lake, I informed the General of my 


ſituation, and that nothing extraordingry bad 


happened in our march. 


The General by this time had appointed | 
and formed a detachment to attack their main 


breaſt-work on the hill, and had got poſſeſſion 
of it. I was ordered to ſend two hundred men 
to take poſſeſſion of a ſmail entrenchment next 


to Lake Champlain; and Captain Brewer, 
whom I had ſent to take poſſeſſion of this poſt, 


happily ſucceeded. 


From the time the army came in fight the 
enemy kept up a conſtant fire of cannon from 


their walls and batteries at our people. The 
General at this time had left ſeveral Provincial 


regiments to bring the cannon and ammunition 
acroſs the Carrying Place, together with provi- 
ſions, which they did with great expedition *. 
July 24. All this day the engineers were 


employed in raiſing batteries, as was likewiſe a 


great part of the army in that work, and in 


making and fetching faſcines, till the 26th at 
night; all which time I had parties out to 


Crown Point to watch the motions of the 


* About this time ſome of the Provincial regiments were 
ſeat to > Oſwego, to aſũſt in building a fort there. 


enemy 
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enemy there; by which means the General 


had not only daily, but hourly —— AT 


Ow thoſe poſts. 


I this day received orders from the General 
to attempt to cut away a boom which the 


French had thrown acroſs the lake oppoſite the 
fort, which prevented our boats from paſſing 
by, and cutting off their retreat. For the com- 
pletion of this order I had ſixty Rangers in one 
Engliſh flat-bottomed boat, and two whale- 


boats *, in which, after night came on, I em- 
barked, and paſſed over to the other fide of 
Like Champlain, oppoſite to the Rangers 
encampment, and from that intended to ſteer 


my courſe along the eaſt-ſhore, and privately 


ſaw of their boom, for which end I had taken 


laws with me, the boom being made with 


logs of timber. 


"About nine o'clock, when I had got about, 
half way from the place where I had embarked, 

the enemy, who had undermined their fort, 
ſprung their mines, which blew up with a 
loud exploſion, the enemy being all ready 
to embark on board their boats, and make a 


| * Theſe boats were carried acroſs the land from Lake 
George to Lake Champlain, on which day the brave and 
worthy Col. Townſhend was killed by a cannon ball from 
the enemy, whoſe fall was much lamented by the General. 


retreat. 
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retreat. This gave me an opportunity to attack 
them with ſuch ſucceſs as to drive ſeveral of 
them athore; fo that next morning we took 


from the eaſt⸗ ſhore ten boats, with a conſider- 


able quantity of baggage, and upwards of fifty 
barrels of powder, and large quantities of ball. 

About ten o'clock I returned, and made my 
report to the General, 

The 27th I was ordered with my party t to 
the Saw-mills (to wait the flying parties of the 
enemy which were expected-that way) where 
J lay till the 11th of Auguſt *, on which day 


I received the following orders from General 


Amherſt. 


« SIR, 


* You are this night to ſend a Captain, 
with a proper proportion of ſubalterns, and 


two hundred men, to Crown Point, where 


the officer is to poſt himſelf in ſuch a manner 
as not to be ſurpriſed, and to ſeize on the beſt 
ground for defending himſelf; and if he ſhould 


be attacked by the enemy, he is not to retreat 


About this time a party of my people diſcovered that 
the enemy's Fort at Crown Point was likewiſe blown up, 
and the enemy fled. 


with 
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with his party, but keep his ground till he ig 


reinforced from the army. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, 


To Major Rogers. If dnt? % 


Capt. Brewer went with a party, and the 


General followed the 12th with the whole 


army, and the ſame day arrived at Crown 


Point, where it was found that Capt. Brewer 


had executed his orders extremely well. 


This evening I had orders for encamping, 


and the ground for each corps being laid out, 
my camp was fixedin the front of the army. 
Immediately after the General had got the 


diſpoſition of his camp ſettled, he began to 


clear ground, and prepare a place for erecting 


a new fort, in which ſervice great part of the 


army was employed. I had orders to _ 


Capt. Stark, with two hundred Rangers, t 
_ cut a road to No. 4. which party was melt 


ately ſent. 


During theſe tranſactions I ſent out (by the 
| General's approbation) ſeveral ſcouting parties 
againſt the enemy *, which brought in pri- 


* Capt. Tute, and Lieutenant Fletcher, in two different 
ſcouting! ties, were taken and Carried to Canada. 


ſoners 
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ſoners from St. John's Fort, and others pe⸗ 
netrated into the back country, the better to 
learn the nature and ſituation of it. | 
Thus were we employed till the 12th of 
September, when the General, exaſperated at 
the treatment which Capt. Kennedy had met 
with, who had been ſent with a party as a 
flag of truce to the St. Francis Indians, with 
propoſals of peace to them, and was by them 
made a priſoner with his whole party ; this 
ungenerous inhumane treatement determined 
the General to chaſtize theſe ſavages with ſome 
ſeverity, and, in order to it, I received from 
__ the followiog orders, viz, | 
« You are this night to ſet out with the 
FP as ordered yeſterday, viz. of 200 
men, which you will take under your com- 
mand, and proceed to Miſiſquey Bay, from 
whence you will march and attack the enemy's 
ſettlements on the ſouth- ſide of the river St. 
Lawrence, in ſuch a manner as you ſhall judge 
moſt effectual to diſgrace the enemy, and for 


»That this expedition might be carried on with the 
utmoſt ſecreſy after the plan of it was concerted the day 
before my march, it was put into public orders, that I 
was to march a different way, at the ſame time J had private 
inſtructions to proceed directly to St. Francis, 


the 
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the ſucceſs and honour of his Majeſty's 


arms. 

© Remember the barbarities that have been 
committed by the enemy's Indian ſcoundrels 
on every occaſion, where they had an oppor- 


tunity of ſhewing their infamous cruelties on 


the King's ſubjects, which they have done 
without mercy. Take your revenge, but don't 
forget that tho“ thoſe villains have daſtardly 
and promiſcuouſly murdered the women and 


children of all ages, it is my orders that no 


women or children are killed or hurt. 


When you have executed your intended 


ſervice, you will return with your detachment 


to camp, or to Join me wherever the army 


may be. 5 
 Your's, &c. 


Camp at Crown Point, eff. Amberſt.“ 
Sept. 13, 1759- 


TJ Major Rogers. 


In purſuance of the above orders, 1 ſet out 
the ſame evening with a detachment; and as 


to the particulars of my proceedings, and the 
great difficulties we met with in effecting our 


deſign, the reader is referred to the letter I 
U wrote 
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wrote to General Amherſt upon my return, 


and the remarks following 1 3 


Copy of my Letter to the General upon my 


return from St. Francis. 
cc SIR, 


The twenty-ſecond diy after my depar- 


ture from Crown Point, I came in ſight of the 
Indian town St. Francis in the evening, which 


I diſcovered from a tree that I climbed, at about 


three miles diſtance. Here I halted my par- 


ty, which now conſiſted of 142 men, officers 


included, being reduced to that number by the 


unhappy accident which befel Capt. Williams“, 


and ſeveral ſince tiring, whom I was obliged , 


to ſend back. At eight o'clock this evening 
I left the detachment, and took with me 


Lieut. Turner and Enſign Avery, and went to 


Teconnoitre the town, which I did to my ſatis- 
faction, and found the Indians in a high frolic 


or dance, I returned to my party at two 


* Capt. Williams of the Royal Regiment was, the fifth 


day of our march, accidentally burnt with gun- powder, and 


ſeveral men hurt, which, together with ſome ſick, returned 


back to Crown Point, to the number of forty, under the 


care of Capt. Williams, who returned with great reluc- 


tance. 


o'clock, 
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o'clock, and at three marched it to within five 
hundred yards of the town, where I lightened 
the men of their packs, and formed them for 
the attack. 


& At half an hour before ſun- riſe I ſurpriſed 


the town when they were all faſt aſleep, on 
the right, left, and center, which was done 
with ſo much alacrity by both the officers 
and men, that the enemy had not time to re- 


cover themiſelves, or take arms for their own 


defence, till they were chiefly deſtroyed, ex- 
cept ſome few of them who took to the water, 
About forty of my people purſued them, who 
deſtroyed ſuch as attempted to make their ef- 
cape that way, and ſunk both them and their 
boats. A little after ſun-riſe I ſet fire to all 


their houſes, except three, in which there was 


corn, that I reſerved for the uſe of the party. 
© The fire conſumed many of the Indians 
who had concealed themſelves in the cellars 


and lofts of their houſes. About ſeven o'clock _ 


in the morning the affair was completely over, 


in which time we had killid at leaſt two hun- 


dred Indians, and taken twenty of their women 


and children priſoners, fifteen of whom I let 
$0 their own way, and five I brought with me, 
viz. two Indian boys, and three Indian girls. 


U 2 ] like= 


(1-3 : 
I likewiſe retook five Engliſh _— which I. 
alſo took under my care. 
„When I had paraded my detachment, 
I found I had Capt. Ogden badly wounded in 
his body, but not fo as to hinder him from 
doing his duty. I had alſo fix men lightly 
wounded, and one Stockbridge Indian killed. 
<< I ordered my people to take corn out of 
the reſerved houſes for their ſubſiſtence home, 
there being no other proviſion there; and whilſt 
they were loading themſelves I cxamined the 
priſoners and captives, who gave the following 
intelligence: That a party of 300 French, 
and ſome Indians, were about four miles down 
the river below us; and that our boats were 
way-laid, which I had reaſon to believe was 
true, as they told the exact number, and the 
place where left them at: that a party of 200 
French and fifteen Indians had, three days be- 
fore I attacked the town, gone up the river 
Wigwam Martinic, ſuppoſing that was the 
place I intended to attack;” whereupon I called 
the officers together, to conſult the ſafety of 
our return, who were of opinion there was no 
other way for us to return with ſafety, but by 
No. 4. on Connecticut River. I marched the 
_ detachment eight days in a body that way; 
and when proviſions grew ſcarce, near Ampa- 


ra 
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ra Magog Lake, I divided the detachment in- 
to ſmall companies, putting proper guides to 


cach, who were to aſſemble at the mouth of 


Amonſook River *, as I expected provifions 
would be brought there for our relief +, not 


knowing which way I ſhould return. 


% Two days after we parted, Enſign Ave— 
ry, of Fitche's, fell in on my track, and fol- 
lowed in my rear; and a party of the enemy 
came upon them, and took ſeven of his party 
priſoners, two of whom that night made 
their eſcape, and came in to me next morn- 
ing. Avery, with the remainder of his party, 
joined mine, and came with me to the Cohaſe 


| Intervales, where J left chem with Lieut. Grant, 


from which place I, with Capt. Ogden, and 
one man more, put down the river on a {mall 
raft to this place, where I arrived yeſterday 
and in half an hour after my arrival diſ- 
patched proviſions up the river to Lieut. 
Grant in a canoe, which I am pretty certain 


Amonſook River falls into Connectut River about ſixty 
miles above No. 4. 5 


+ An officer, upon ſome intelligence that I had when go- 
ing out, was ſent back to Crown Point from Miſiſquey 


Bay, to deſire that proviſions might be conveyed to this 


place, as I had reaſon to believe we ſhould be deprived af. 
our boats, and conſequently be obliged to return this way. 


will 


E 


| will reach him this night, and next morn- 
ing ſent two other canoes up the river for 

the relief of the other parties, loaded with pro- x 

viſions, to the mouth of Amonſook River. ® 

* I ſhall ſet off to go up the river myſelf 

to-morrow, to ſeek and bring in as many of 

our men as I can find, and expect to be back in 


about eight days, when I ſhall, with all expe- 
dition, return to Crown Point. As to other 


particulars relative to this ſcout, which your 
Excellency may think proper to inquire after, I 
refer you to Capt. Ogden, who bears this, and 
has accompanied me all the time I have been 
out, behaving very well. I am, Sir, with the 
greateſt rel; pe, 
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| Your Excellency's moſt obedient ſervant, 
} Nov. 5, 1759. 5 
| To General Amherſt. 

I cannot forbear here making ſome remarks 


on the difficulties and diſtreſſes which attend- 
ed us, in effecting this enterprize upon St. 
Francis, which is ſituated within three miles of 
the river St. Lawrence, in the middle of Cana- 
day 


1 

da, about half way between Montreal and 
Quebec. It hath already been mentioned, how 
our party was reduced by the accident which 
befell Capt. Williams, the fiſth day after our 
departure, and ſtill farther by numbers tiring 
and falling ſick afterwards. It was extremely 
difficult while we kept the water (and which 
retarded our progreſs very much) to paſs un- 
diſcovered by the enemy, who were then 
cruizing in great numbers upon the lake; and 
had prepared certain veſſels, on purpoſe to de- 
coy any party of ours, that might come that 
way, armed with all manner of machines and 
implements for their deſtruction; but we hap- 
pily eſcaped their ſnares of this kind, and 
landed (as hath been mentioned) the tenth 
day at Miſiſquey Bay. Here, that I might 

with more certainty know whether my boats 
(with which I left proviſion ſufficient to 
carry us back to Crown Point) were diſcover- 
ed by the enemy, I left two truſty Indians to 
lie at a diſtance in ſight of the boats, and 
there to ſtay till I came back, except the ene- 
my found them ; in which latter caſe they were 
with all poſſible ſpeed to follow on my track, 
and give me intelligence. It happened the 
ſecond day after I left them, that theſe two In- 
dians came up to me in the eyening, and in- 
formed 


— — Se — - 
— — 2 \— — - — — 23 
— — n wane * — 
4. , — a : : . — 
ä = — We Gn RG 


E 


b 
4 
: F 


=P. iy - - _ — 2 
—— — . x a 2 — ns — — 


Kc 
2 - * * * 3 BH 


| „5 
formed me that about 400 French had diſco- 
vered and taken my boats, and that about one 
half of them were hotly purſuing on my track. 
This unlucky circumſtance (it may well be 
ſuppoſed) put us into fome conſternation. 
Should the enemy overtake us, and we get 
the better of them in an encounter ; yet being 
ſo far advanced into their country, where no 


reinforcement could poſſibly relieve us, and 
where they could be ſupported by any num 


bers they pleaſed, afforded us little hopes of 
eſcaping their hands. Our boats being taken, 
cut off all hope of a retreat by them; beſides, 
the loſs of our proviſions left with them, of 
which we knew we ſhould have great need at 


any rate, in caſe we ſurvived, was a melancholy 


conſideration. It was, however, reſolved to 
proſecute our deſign at all adventures, and, 
when we had accompliſhed it, to attempt a 
retreat (the only poſſible way we could think 


of) by way of No. 4; and that we might not 


be deſtroyed by famine in our return, I diſ- 
patched Lieut. M<Mullen by land to Crown 


Point, to defire of the General to relieve me 
with proviſion at Amonſook River, at the end 


of Cohaſe Intervales on Connecticut River, that 
being the way I ſhould return, if at all, and 
the place 2 being about  ixty miles 

from 


' 


Wed - 
from No. 4, then the moſt northerly Engliſh 


ſettlement. This being done, we determined 


if poſſible to outmarch our purſuers, and ef- 
fect our deſign upon St. Francis before they 


could overtake us. We marched nine days 


through wet ſunken ground; the water moſt 


of the way near a foot deep, it being a ſpruce 


bog. When we encamped at night, we had 
no way to ſecure ourſelves from the water, but 


by cutting the bows of trees, and with them 


erecting a kind of hammocks. We commonly 


began our march a little before day, and con- 
tinued it till after dark at night. mo 
The tenth day after leaving Mifiſquey Bay, 


we came to a river about fifteen miles above 


the town of St. Francis to the ſouth of it; and 
the town being on the oppofite or eaſt fide of 


it, we were obliged to ford it, which was at- 


tended with no ſmall difficulty, the water be- 
ing five feet deep, and the current ſwift. I put 
the talleſt men up ſtream, and then holding by 


each other, we got over with the loſs of feveral 
of our guns, ſome of which we recovered by 
diving to the bottom for them. We had 


now good dry ground to march upon, and dit- 
covered and deſtroyed the town es before re- 
lated, which in all probability would have been 


effected with the loſs of no man but the Indian 


5.4 who 
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who was killed in the action, had not my 
boats been diſcovered, and our retreat that "AY 
cut off. 

This nation of Indians was notoriouſly at- 
tached to the French, and had for near a 
century paſt harraſſed the frontiers of New 
England, killing people of all ages and ſexes 
in a moſt batrbarous manner, at a time when 
they did not in the leaſt ſuſpect them; and to 
my own knowledge, in fix years time, carried in- 
to captivity, and killed, on the before mentioned 
frontiers, 400 perſons. We found in the town 
hanging on poles over their doors, &c. about 
600 ſcalps, moſtly Engliſh. 


The circumſtances of our return are chiefly 


related in the preceding letter ; however, it is 
hardly poſſible to deſcribe the grief and con- 


ſternation of thoſe of us who came to Cohaſe 


Intervales. Upon our arrival there (atter fo 


many days tedious march over ſteep rocky 


mountains, or thro' wet dirty ſwamps, with 


the terrible attendants of fatigue and hunger) 
to find that here was no relief for us, where 
we had encouraged ourſelves that we ſhould 


find it, and have our diſtreſſes alleviated ; 


for notwithſtanding the officer I diſpatched to 
the General diſcharged his truſt with great 
expedition, and in nine days arrived at Crown 


Point, 


——— — — —ñä—̃ 


3 210 


> 1 An *- ono 1 . 4 $44 Dn 1 9 * 4 
r // ĩ ²è⁊ð v» . 
: £ 3 Ws: ö 4 ads, 0 Lo WA Ra ST RE Toi nl Tfow — 
* = — 3s as pes {+ CLE RS COB a en ng RIS rt nn Wie 2 


1 
„ 7 
N 


(155 ] 


Point, which was an hundred miles thro' the 
woods, and the General, without delay, ſent 
Lieut. Stephans to No, 4. with orders to take 

_ proviſions up the river to the place I had ap- 
pointed, and there wait as long as there was 
any hopes of my returning; yet the officer 
that was ſent being an indolent fellow, tarried - 
at the place but two days, when he returned, 
taking all the proviſions back with kim, about 
two hours before our arrival. Finding a freſh 
fire burning in his camp, I fired puns to bring 
him back, which guns he heard, but would not 
return, ſuppoſing we were an enemy *. 

Our diſtreſs upon this occaſion was truly 
inexpreſſible; our ſpirits, greatly depreſſed by 
the hunger and fatigues we had already ſuffer- 
ed, now almoſt entirely ſunk within us, ſeeing 
no reſource left, nor any reaſonable ground to 
hope that we ſhould eſcape a moſt miſerable 
death by famine. At length I came to a reſo- 
Jution to puth as faſt as poſſible towards No. 4. 
leaving the remains of my party, 1 now unable 


1 This Gentleman, for this piece of cond uct, was broke by 
a general court- martial, and rendered incapable of ſuffain- 

ing any office in his Majeſty's ſervice for the future: a poor 

reward. however, for the diſtreſſes and anguiſh tiereby oc- 

caſioned to ſo many brave men, to ſome of which it proves . 

fatal they a dying with hunger. 
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to march further, to get ſuch wretched ſub- 
ſiſtence as the barren wilderneſs could afford *, 4 
till I could get relief to them, which 1 engaged ul 
to do within ten days. I, wich Capt. Ogden, [2 
one Ranger, and a captive Indian boy, em- 
barked upon a raft we had made of dry pine- 
trees, The current carried us down the S 
ſtream in the middle of the river, where we 170 
endeavoured to keep our wretched veſſel by > 
ſuch paddles as we had made out of ſmall 
trees, or ſpires ſplit and hewed. The ſecond 
day we reached White River Falls, and very 
narrowly eſcaped being carried over them by 
the current. Our little remains of ſtrength 
however enabled us to land, and to march by 
them. At the bottom of theſe falls, while 
Capt. Ogden and the Ranger hunted for red 
ſquirrels for a refreſhment, who had the good 
fortune likewiſe to kill a partridge, I attempted 
: the forming a new raft for our further con- 
| veyance. Being not able to cut down trees, 
T burnt them down, and then burnt them off 
at proper lengths. This was our third day's 
| work after leaving our companions. The next 
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* This was ground - nuts and lilly roots, which being 
cleaned and boiled will ſerve to preſerve life, and the uſe 
and method of preparing which I taught to Lieut. Grant, 
commander of the party. 
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day we got our materials together, and 
compleated our raft, and floated with the 


ſtream again till we came to Wattockquitchey 
Falls, which are about fifty yards in length: 


here we landed, and by a weath made of ha- 


zel buſhes, Capt. Ogden held the raft, till I 
went to the bottom, prepared to ſwim in and 
board it when it came down, and if poflible 
paddle it aſhore, this being our only reſource 
for life, as we were not able to make a third 


Taft in caſe we had loſt this. I had the good 


fortune to ſucceed, and the next morning we 
embarked, and floated down the ſtream to 
with:n a ſmall diſtance of No. 4. where we 


Tound ſome men cutting of timber, who gave 
us the frſt relief, and affiited us to the fort, from 
whence I diipatched a canoe with proviſions, 


which reached the men at Cohaſe four days 
after, which (agreeable to my engagement) 
was tae tenth after I left them. : 

Two days after my arrival at No. 4. I went 
with other c2noes, loaded with proviſions, 


up the river mylelf, for the relief of others of 
my pry: that might be coming in that way *, 


having E 


*I met ſeveral different parties; as Lieut. Cure, Lieut. 
Campbell, Lieut. Farrington, and Serjeant Evans, with their 
reſpective diviſions, and ſent canoes further up for the relief 


of 
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having hired ſome of the inhabitants to aſſiſt 


me in this affair. I likewiſe ſent expreſſes to 
Suncook and Pennecook upon Merrimack 


River, that any who ſhould chance to ſtraggle 
that way might be aſſiſted; and proviſions were 


ſent up ſaid rivers accordingly. 

On my return to No. 4. I waited a few days 
to refreſh ſuch of my party as I had been able 
to collect together, and during my ſtay there 


received the following letter from. General 


Amherſt, in anſwer to mine of Nov. 5. 


125 SIR, Cyron Point, Nov. 8, 1759. 


Captain Ogden delivered me your letter of 
the 5th inſtant, for which I am not only to 


thank you, but to aſſare you of the fatisfation 


J had on reading. it; as every ſtep you inform 
me you have taken, has been very well judged, 
and deſerves my full approbation. I am ſorry 
Lieut. Stephans judged ſo ill in coming away 
with the proviſions from the place where I ſent 


him to wait for you. 


of ſuch as might be till behind, and coming this way. 


Some I met who eſcaped from Dunbar's and Turner's party, 


who were overtaken (being upwards of twenty in number) 
and were moſtly killed or taken by the enemy. 


ce An 
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« An Indian is come in laſt night, and ſaid 
he had left ſome of your party at Otter River. 
I ſent for them; they are come in. This af- 
ternoon four Indians, two Rangers, a German 
woman, and three other priſoners ; they quit- 
ted four of your party ſome days fince, and 


thought they had arrived here *. I am in 


hopes all the reſt will get in very ſafe. I think 
there is no danger but they will, as you quit- 
ted them not till having marched eight days in 
a body; the only riſk after that will be 
meeting hunting parties. I am, Sir, 


Your bomble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. Jeff. Anberſt. 


As ſoon as my party were refreſhed, ſuch as 
were able I marched to Crown Point, where 
I arrived Dec. 1, 1759, and upon examination 
found, that, ſince our leaving the ruins of St. 
Francis, I had loſt three officers, viz. Lieut. 
Dunbar of Gage's Light Infantry, Lieut. Tur- 
ner of the Rangers, and Lieut. Jenkins of the 
Provincials, and forty-fix ſerjeants and privates. 


* Upon our ſeparation, ſome of the diviſions were or- 
dered to make for Crown Point, that being the beſt route for 
hunting, 


The 


3 
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The Rangers at that place were all diſmiſſed 


before my return, excepting two companies, 


commanded by Captains Johnſon and Tute *, 
with whom I found orders left by the Gene- 
ral for me to continue at that garriſon during 


the winter, but had leave, however, to go. 
down the country, and to wait upon his Ex- 


cellency at New York. 


After giving in my return to the General, 


and what intelligence I could of the enemy's 


ſituation, he defired me, when I had leiſure; 
to draw a plan of my march to St. Francis; and 
then, by his order, I returned by the way of Al- 
bany; which place | left the 6th of February 


1760, with thirteen recruits I had inliſted; and 
the 13th, on my way between Ticonderova 
and Crown Point, my party was attacked by 
about ſixty Indians, who killed five, and took 


four priſoners. I, with the remainder, made 


my eſcape to Crown Point, from whence I 
would have purſued them immediately; but 
Col. Haviland, the commanding officer there, 


judged it not prudent, by reaſon the garriſon at 


* Capt. Tute, who had been taken priſoner, was returned 


by a flag of truce, while I was gone to St. Francis. 
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tirely loſt. 
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that time was very fickly *. I continued at 


Crown Point the remainder of the winter. 
On the ziſt of March, Capt. James Tute, 
with two regular officers and fix men, went 
out a ſcouting, and were all made priſoners; 
the enemy was not purſued, on account of the 


hckneſs of the * 


The ſame day I received from General Am- 
herſt the following letter. 


„ SIR, New Tork, March I, 1760. 


1 The command I have received from his 
Majeſty, to purſue the war in this country, has 
determined me, if pothble, to complete the 
companies of Rangers that were on foot laſt 
campaign; and as Capt. Wait called upon me 
yeſterday, and repre:ented that he could eatily 


| complete the one he commands in the colony 


of Connecticut and the Province of the Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay, I have furniſhed him with beating 
orders for that purpoſe, as alſo with a warrant 


for 800 dollars on account of that ſervice. 


* My own ſley was taken with 11961. York currency 


in caſh, beſides ſtores and other necetlaries ; 800 l. of this 


money belonged to the crown, which was afterwards al- 
lowed me, the remaining 3961. was my own, which I en- 


. 4e This 


1 


"Ml This day I have wrote to Capt. John Stark 

in New Hampſhire, and Capt. David Brewer 
in the Maſſachuſet's Bay, incloſing to each of 
them a beating order for the reſpective provin- 
| ces; and I herewith ſend you a copy of the 
WF inſtructions that accompany the ſame, by 
1 which you will ſee they are ordered, as faſt as i 
„ they get any number of men, to ſend them to | 
Albany. I am, SIR, 
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Your humble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. Fe. Anberſt.“ 
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My anſwer to the above. 
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10 SIR, Crown Point, March 15, 1760. 


Cd —— 


] received your Excellency's letter, dated 
the 1ſt inſtant, together with a copy of your 
inſtructions to Capt. John Stark and Capt. 
David Brewer, whereby I learn that they are to 
be at Albany by the iſt of May next with F 
their companies, Since I received intelligence B 
from your Excellency that the Rangers are to 
be raiſed again, I have wrote to ſeveral of my 
friends in New England, who will ailiſt them 
in compleating their companies; and as many 
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of the men belonging to the two companies 
here were froſt-· bitten in the winter, and others 
ſick, many of whom I judged would not be fit 
for ſervice the enſuing campaign, I employed 
Lieut. M*Cormack, of Capt. William Stark's 
company (that was with Major Scott) Lieut. 


John Fletcher, and one Holmes, and ſent them 


recruiting the 2oth of February for my own 


and Captain Johnſon's company, and advanced 


them 1100 dollars. Theſe three recruiters I 
do not doubt will bring good men enough to 
complete us here; fo that thoſe who are froſt- 
bitten may be ſent to hoſpitals, and thoſe un- 
fit for duty diſcharged, or otherwiſe diſpoſcd of, 
as your Excellency ſhall direce. 

There being ſo few Rangers fit for duty 


here, and thoſe that are much wanted at this 
place, has prevented me from propoſing any 


tour to the French and Indian fettlements in 
purſuit of a priſoner, which may, I believe, be 


eaſily got at any time, if ſeat for. I am, Sir, 


Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


: R. Rogers. 
Jo General Amherſt. 


1 A let- 


— . CCS 1 


— ñ 
Ho Af — 
- 7 


Ca 

DD Lodi SD IS 2 — — - 

— 4 — ” : — — 4 
. 2 1 


— 5-4 


- * = = — — 
h — —— 
: K 
— os > — 
— — — * —— — — — — 


1 164 1 
A letter from General Amherſt, 
„Ik, New Verl, gth March 1769, 


ce As I have not heard thzt either of the 


Jacobuſes, who each commanded a company 


of Stockbridge Indians the laſt campaign, are 
returned from their captivity, I would have 
you write (if you think Lieut. Solomon capable 
of and fit for ſuch a command) to him, to 
know if he chuſes to accept of the ſame; but 


it muſt be upon condition of bringing to the 


field none but good men, that are well inclined, 
and that are hale and ſtrong. Whatever num⸗ 


ber he or any of his friends can raiſe that will 
: anſwer this deſcription, I will readily employ 
this ſummer, and they ſhall meet with all the 
encouragment their ſervices ſhall merit. All 


others that are too old or too young, I ſhall re- 


je, nor ſhall I make them any allowance of 
payment, altho' they ſhould join the army; ſo 
that, in order to prevent his having any diffe- 


rence with theſe people, it will behove him to 


engage none but what ſhall be eſteemed fit for 


the ſervice; he muſt alſo obſerve to be aſſembled 


with them at Albany by the 1ſt of May at 
fartheſt, from which day he and they ſhall be 
entitled to their pay, that is, for ſo many as ſhall 


be 
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be muſtered there, and for no more; he muſt 
likewiſe take care that every man comes pro- 
vided with a good firelock, and that they be 


always ready to march at a moment's warning, 
wherever they are ordered to, in default of 
which they ſhall forfeit their pay that ſhall be 


due to them at that time. All this you will 


explain to him particularly, and ſo ſoon as you 
receive his anſwer, inform me thereof. As an 
encouragement to enter the ſervice upon the 


foregoing conditions, you may aſſure him alſo, 


that if he conforms to them in every reſpect, 
and that he and his men prove uſeful, they 
ſhall be better rewarded than they have yet 
been. 

« Capt. Ogden having ſolicited me for a 


company of Rangers, aſſured me that he could 
' raiſe and complete a very good one in the 


Jerſies; I have given him a beating order for 
that purpoic, and inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe I 


ſent you a copy of in my lait for Captains Stark 


and Brewer, and have alſo granted him a war- 


rant for five hundred dollars, on account of 
the bounty- - money, to be as uſual ſtopped out 


of the firſt warrant for the ſubſiſtence of that 


company. I am, SIR, 


Your humble 8 
Nn Rogers . Amberſt, 5 
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My Letter to the General, 


Crown Point, 20th March 1760, 


„ Ex, 


J obſerve the contents of your Excellen- 
cy's letter of the 19th, and ſhall take particu- 


lar care to let Lieut. Solomon know every 


circumſtance relative to his being employed 
the next ſummer, and to adviſe your Excel- 


lency as ſoon as I hear from him. Hefbas al- 


ready informed me he would be glad to engage 
with ſome Indians. ; 
„ Mr. Stuart, the Adjutant of the Rangers, 


who is at Albany, I have deſired to go to 
Stockbridge, to deliver Solomon his orders, 


and to explain them properly to him. 

© I am heartily glad that your Excellency 
hath been pleaſed to give to Capt. Ogden a 
company of the Rangers, who, from the good 


character he bears, I doubt not will anſwer 


your expectations. 
& Incloſed is a ſketch of my travels to and 


from St. Francis. - Tam, Sir, 


Your Excellency's moſt humble ſervant, 


To General Amherſt. | R. Rogers.” 
The 
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The General's Letter to me. 
« dIR,. Neu York, 6th April 1760, 
« I am to ow the receipt of your letters 


of the 15th and 20th ultimo, and to approve 
what you therein mention to have done for 


completing your and Capt. Johnſon's company:; 


as alſo your having ſent Adjutant Stuart to 
Stockbridge, to deliver Solomon his orders, and 
to explain them properly to him. This will 


avoid all miſtakes, and enable you the ſooner 
to inform me of Solomon's intentions, which I 


ſhall be glad to know as ſoon as poſſible. 


« I thank you for your ſketch of your tra- 
vels to and from St. Francis, and am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. Jeff. Amberſt.” 


Soon after this J had the pleaſure of inform- 
ing the General that the Stockbridge Indians 
determined to enter the fervice this year; but 
as many of them were out a hunting, that they 
could not be collected at Albany before the 
roth of May; and that the recruits of the 

ranging 


55 


ranging companies began to aſſemble at Crown 
Point. 


May 4, 1760. This day Serjeant 66571 
who had been taken priſoner, and made his 
eſcape, came in ſeven days from Montreal to 


Crown Point. He had lived at the Governor's 


(Monfieur de Vaudreuil) houſe, and brought 
the following intelligence, which I ub 
tranſmitted to the General, viz. 

That about the 16th of April, the ene- 
my withdrew all their troops from Nut Iſland, 


_ excepting zoo, which they left there to garri- 


ſon the place, under the command of Monfieur 


Bonville : that the enemy alſo brought from 
the iſland one half of the ammunition they had 


there, and half of the cannon : that the enemy 
had two frigates, one of 36 guns, the other of 


20 guns, that lay all winter in the river St. 
Lawrence, and ſome other ſmall veſſels, ſuch 


as row-galleys, &c. that all the troops of 


France in Canada went down to Jecorty the 


20th of April, except thoſe left to garriſon 


their fort, which was very ſlenderly done, to- 
gether with all the militia that could be ſpared 


out of the country, leaving only one man to 


two females to ſow their grain, where they 


were aſſembled by Monſieur Levy, their Ge- 
neral, 
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neral, with an intent to retake Quebec * : that 


ninety fix men of the enemy were drowned 
going down to Jecorty : that he ſaw 2 man 


who was taken priſoner the 15th of April, be- 


longing to our troops at Quebec: that this 
man told him our garriſon there was healthy; 
and that Brigadier General Murray had 4000 
men fit for duty in the city, beſides a poſt of 

zoo men at Point Levy, which the enemy at- 


tempted to take poſſeſſion of in the month of 
February laſt, with a conſiderable body of 


troops, and began to fortify a church at or 
near the Point, but that General Murray ſent 
over a detachment of about 1000 men, which 


drove the enemy from their poſt, and took 4 
Captain, with about thirty French ſoldiers, pri- 


ſoners, and fortified the church for his own 
conveniency : that the General has another 
poſt on the north-ſide of the river at Laurat, a 
little diſtance from the town, in which he 


keeps zoo men: that there is a line of block- 


houſes well fortified all round the land-fide of 
the town, under cover of the cannon: that a 


| breaſt-work of fraziers is extended from one 


* This place, the capital of all Canada, had been ta- 
ken by the Engliſh troops laſt year, under the command of 
General Wolfe. 


* block- 
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block-houſe to another, as far as thoſe houſes 
extend: that they heard at Quebec of the ene- 


my's coming, but were not in the leaſt con- 
cerned : that a detachment from Quebec ſur- 


priſed two of the enemy's guards, at a place 


called Point de Treamble, each guard conſiſting. 
of fifty men, and killed or took the moſt part 


of them. One of thoſe guards were all gra- 


nadiers.“ 
He moreover reports, That two more of 


our frigates had got up the river, and that two 
more men of war were near the Ifland of Or- 


leans: that the French told him that there was 
a fleet of ten fail of men of war ſeen at Gaſpee 
Bay, with ſome tranſports, but put back to ſea 
again on account of the ice; but as they had up 
different col us, they couid not tell whether 
they were French or Engliſh : that the begin- 
ning of May the enemy was to draw off oO 
of their men to Nut Iſland, and as many more 
to Oſwagotchy: he heard that they did not 
intend to attack Quebec, except the French 

fleet gets up the river before ours: that 100 
Indians were to come this way, and ſet out 
about the fifth of May ; the remainder of the 
Indians were at preſent gone to Jecorty : that 
Gen. Levy, the Attawawas, and Cold Country 
Indians, will all be in Canada by the begin- 


ning 
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ning of June, ten Sachems being ſent by the 
French laſt fall, to call thoſe nations to their 
aſſiſtance: that a great number had deſerted 


to the French from the battalion of Royal 
Americans at Quebec, which the French have 
engaged in their ſervice; but that they were 


to be (ent off, under the care of Monſieur Boar- 
bier, up to Attawawas River, to the French 
colony betwixt the lakes and the. Miſſiſſipi 
River: that the moſt part of the enemy's In- 
dians are intent on going there; and that a 
great number of French, eſpecially thoſe who 
have money, think to ſave it by carrying it to 
New Orleans: that he ſaw at Montreal two 
Rangers, Reynolds and Hall, that were re- 
turned by Col. Haviland deſerted laſt fall: that 
they were taken priſoners near River-head 


| Block-houſe, when after cattle : that two 


more Rangers are to be here in ten days with 


freſh intelligence from Montreal, if they can 


poſſibly make their eſcape : that Monſieur 


Longee, the famous partiſan, was drowned in 


the river St. Laurence, a few days after he re- 


turned with the party that took Capt. Tute : 


that the Indians have a great eye to the No. 4. 
roads, as they ſay they can get ſheep and oxen 
coming here from that place: that he heard Gen. 
Murray had hanged ſeveral Canadians lately, 
3 Wok that, 
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mended, and ordered me to govern myſelf ac- 


1 


that were carrying ammunition out of be 


to the enemy: that the two Captains Jacobs 


are ſtill in Canada; the one taken with Capt. 
Kennedy is on board a veſſel in irons, the other 


ran away laſt fall, but returned, having froze 


his feet, and is at Montreal.” 

A few days after this, I went down the Lake 
Champlain, to reconnoitre Nut Iſland, and the 
garriſon there, the landing places, &c. On my 
return from that ſervice to Crown Point, I had 
an order from Gen. Amherſt to repair to Al- 
bany, the head-quarters, as faſt as poſſible. 

J {et out, in obedience to this order, the 18th 
of May, and waited upon the General at Al- 


bany the 23d, and gave him all the informa- 


tion I could, in regard to the paſſage into Ca- 
nada by the Iſland de Noix, or Nut Iſland, 
and likewiſe that by Oſwego and La Galette. 
The General being acquainted by an expreſs, 
that Quebee was then beſieged by the French, 


informed me of his intentions of ſending me 
with a party into Canada, and if the fiege of 


Quebec was continued, to deſtroy their country 


as far as potlible, and by conſtantly marching 
from one place to another, try to draw off the 
_ enemy's troops, and prolong the ſiege till our 


veſſels got up the river. He ſtrongly recom- 


COT - 


3 7 
cording to the motions of the French army; 
to retreat if they had raiſed the ſiege; and in 
caſe, by priſoners or otherwiſe, I ſhould find 
the ſiege ſtill going on, to harraſs the country, 
tho' it were at the expence of my party. I had 


at the ſame time the following inſtructions 
from him in writing: 


« Major Rogers, you are to take under your 
command a party of 300 men, compoſed of 
275 Rangers, with their proper officers, and a 
ſabaltern, two ſerjeants, and twenty-five men 
of the Light Infantry regiments ; with which 
detachment you will proceed down the lake, 
under convoy of the brig, where you will fix 
upon the ſafeſt and beſt place for laying up 
your boats, which I imagine one of the iſlands 
will beſt anſwer, while you are executing the 
following ſervices. 
« You will with 250 men Jand on the weſt- 
fide, | in ſuch manner that you may get to St. 
John's (without the enemy at the Iſle au Noix 
having any intelligence of it) where you will 
try to ſurprize the fort, and deſtroy the veſſels, 
boats, proviſions, or whatever elſe may be 
there for the uſe of the troops at the Iſle au 
Noix. You will then march to Fort Cham- 
ble, where you will do the ſame, and you will 
deſtroy 
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- deſtroy every magazine you can find in that 
Part, ſo as to diſtreſs the enemy as much as 


you can. This will ſoon be known at the 
Iſle au Noix, and you muſt take care not to be 


cut off in your retreat; for which reafon, when 


you have done all you think practicable on the 
weſtern-fide, J judge your beſt and ſafeſt re- 
treat will be, to croſs the river and march back 


the eaſt-ſide of Iſle au Noix. When you land 


on the weſt ſide, you will ſend ſuch officer with 


the fifty Rangers, as you think will beſt anſwer 
their intended ſervice, which is, to march for 
Wigwam Martinique, to deſtroy what he may 
find there and on the caſt ſide of the river, and 
afterwards to join you, or to retreat in ſuch 
manner as you will direct him. You will take 


ſuch proviſions as you judge neceſſary with you, 
and fix with Capt. Grant (who ſhall have or- 
ders to wait for your return) the places where 
he may look out for you when you come back, 


« You will take your men as light with you 
as poſſible, and give them all the neceſſary 


caution for the conduct, and their obedience to 
their officers; no firing without order, no un- 


neceſſary alarms, no retreating without an or- 
der; they are to ſtick by one another and no- 


thing can hurt them; let every man whoſe fire- 
ock will carry it have a bayonet; you are not 


to 
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to ſuffer the Indians to deſtroy women or chil- 
dren, no plunder to be taken to load your men, 


who ſhall be rewarded at their return as they 
deſerve. | 


May 25, 1760. eff. Amberlt.” 


With the above inſtructions the General de- 
livered me a letter directed to General Murray 
at Quebec, deſiring me to convey it to him in 


ſuch manner as I thought would be quickeſt 
and ſafeſt. 


Having received theſe instruction I returned 


to Crown Point as faſt as poffible, and about 
the beginning of June ſet out from thence with 


a party of two hundred and fifty men * down 


Lake Champlain, having four veſſels, on board 


of which this detachment embarked, putting 
our boats and proviſions into them, that the 


enemy might have leſs opportunity of diſcover 
ing our deſigns. 


The zd, I landed Lieut. Holmes wich fifty 


men in -Mlquey Bay, and gave him proper 


* The Stockbridge . wha had been muſtered at, 
and now marched from Albany, and who were to be a part 
of the detachment of 300, agreeable to the General”, or- 
ders, had not arrived at Crown Point at the time of my 


embarkation, but were ordered to follow alter and join me. 
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directions agreeable to my orders from the 
General, informing him that one of the ſloops 
ſhould cruiſe for him till his return, which up- 
on ſignals that were given him would take him 


on board, upon which he was to join me of 


wait on board till my return, as the ſituation 
of affairs might direct him. Here likewiſe I. 
ſent the letter I had received from the General 
to Brigadier Murray, thro' the woods, and gave 


the following inſtructions to the officer J in- 
truſted with it, viz. 


Inſtructions for Serjeant Beverly of his Ma- 
FE jeſty's Rangers. 


* You are hereby directed to take under yout 
command, theſe three men, viz. John Shute; 
Luxford Goodwin, and Joſeph Eaſtman, and 


march them from Miſiſquey Bay, to which 


place you will be convoyed by Lieut. Holmes 
with a party I have ſent there for a particular 


purpoſe; you are to land in the night-time, as 


otherwiſe you may be diſcovered by a party 


from the Iſle au Noix; you will ſteer your 
courſe about north-eaſt, and make all the diſ- 
patch you poſſibly can with the letter in your 


Charge to Quebec, or to the Engliſh army at 
or near that place, and deliver it to Brigadier 
Murray, 


. 11 

or to the officer commanding his Majeſty's 
forces in or upon the river St. Lawrence. A 
ſketch of the country -will be delivered you 
with theſe orders, that you may the better 
know the conſiderable rivers you have to croſs, 
betwixt Miſiſquey Bay and Quebec. The diſ- 
tances are marked in the draught, as is the road 
I travelled in laſt fall, from Miſiſquey Bay to 
St. Francis, which road you will croſs ſeveral 
times, if you keep the courſe I before directed. 
The rivers are fo plainly deſcribed in the plan, 
that you will know them when you come to 
them. The river St, Francis is about half-way 
of your journey, and is very ſtill water, and 
may be eaſily rafted where you croſs it; but 
lower down it is ſo ſwift and rapid that you 
muſt not attempt it. Shedoir River you will 
likewiſe be obliged to paſs on a raft; it is ſwift 
water for ſome miles from its mouth; you had 
better examine it well before you attempt to 
croſs it. As ſoon as you paſs this river, ſteer 
your courſe about eaft, leaving Point Levy on 
your left hand, and fall in with the river St, 
Lawrence, near the lower end of the iſland of 
Orleans, as it may be poſſible that Gen. Mur— 
ray may have encamped the army either at the 
iſle of Orleans or the iſle of Quodoa ; therefore 
you are not to depend on finding at once the 
A a „ >: 


1 
exact place of his encampment, but are poſi- 
tively ordered to look out for the Engliſh fleet, 
and the firſt line of battle ſhip you ſee, you . 
are to venture on board, as I think it not poſſi- | 
ble the enemy ſhould have any large ſhips 
Wl there, and whatever Engliſh ſhip you get on 
11:8 board of, will convoy you directly to General 
110 Murray, when you will deliver him the verbal 
Wl ' meſſage I told you. You may apply to the 
TY General for fifty pounds, who will pay it to 
| 1 you, and alſo give you proper directions to join 
| | me as ſoon as you have reſted yourſelf from 
1 pour march, I wiſh you a good journey, 
11 | 
[HER . r 
| Wh To Serjeant NN Robert Rogers,” 
: | As ſoon as 1 had diſpatched the two parties 
1 before- mentioned, I, with the remainder, 
14 croſſed Lake Champlain to the weſt-ſide, and 
[1 1 the 4th in the morning got into my boats, and 
i landed with about 200 men, about twelve 
I j miles ſouth of the iſland Noix, with an intent 
ff to put in execution the General's orders to me 
1 of May 5th with all ſpeed. Capt. Grant 
I. ſent the two {loops to attend, which I ordered 
11 
14 


2 * 


E 


to cruize further down the lake than where I 


landed, and nearer to their fort, to command 
the attention of the enemy till I could get into 


their country. I lay ſtill all the 5th, there be- 
ing a heavy rain, and the buſhes ſo wet that 


both we and our proviſions would have been 


greatly expoſed by a march, 

In the afternoon of this day, ſeveral French 
boats appeared on the Lake, which were diſ- 
covered by the two ſloops, as well as by my 
party on the ſhore. Theſe boats continued as 
near as they could to our veſſels without en- 
dangering themſelves, till after dark. Con- 
cluding their boats would cruize the whole 
night to watch the motions of our floops, I 
imagined it would be a prudent ſtep to tend 
the ſloops back to Capt. Grant, the com- 
mander of theſe veſſels, who lay near Mott 
Ifland ; I accordingly went to the floops in a 
boat after dark, and ordered them to return. 


The enemy, who kept all night in their boats, 
having, by a ſtrict look- out, diſcovered where 


I landed, ſent a detachment from the iſland 
next morning to cut off my party. I diſco- 
vered their intentions by my reconnoiiering 
parties, who counted them as they croſſed from 
the fort in the morning in their boats, to the 


yyeſt-ſhore, and informed me that they were 
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350 in number. I had intelligence again 


| When they were about a mile from us. Half 
after eleven they attacked me very briſkly on 
my left, having on my right a bog, which 


they did not venture over, thro' which, how- 


ever, by the edge of the lake, I ſent ſeventy of 


my party to get round and attack them in the 
rear. This party was commanded by Lieut, 
Farrington. As ſoon as he began his attack, 


1 puſhed them in front, which broke them 


immediately. I purſued them with the great- 
eſt part of my people about a mile, where they 
retired to a thick cedar ſwamp, and divided 
into ſmall parties. By this time it rained again 
very hard. I called my party immediately to- 
gether at the boats, where I found that Enſign 
Wood of the 1 th regiment was killed, Capt. 


Johnſon wounded through the body, a ſe- 
cond ſhot thro' his left arm, and a third in his 


head. I had two men of the Light Infantry, 


and eight Ran gers, wounded, and ſixteen Ran- 


gers killed. We killed forty of the enemy, 
and recovered. about fifty firelocks. Their 
commanding officer, Monſieur la Force, was 
mortally hurt, and ſeveral of the party were 
likewiſe wounded. After the action I got 


the killed and maimed of my detachment 


W in battoes, returned with them to the 
Iſle 


(- 586-1 


Iſle a Mot, near which the brig lay. I 


diſpatched one of the veſſels to Crown Point, 

on board of which was put the corpſe of Mr. 
Wood, but Capt. Johnſon died on his paſſage 
thither) ; this veſſel I ordered to bring more 
proviſions. I buried the reſt of the dead on an 
ifland, and then began io prepare for a ſecond 
landing ; being joined about this time by the 
Stock bridge Indian Company, I was determin- 
ed at all adventures to purſue my orders, ſet- 
tled the plan of landing, and leſt the following 
inſtructions with Capt. Grant, viz. 

« You will be fo good as to fall down the 
lake with your veſſels as ſoon as poſſible, as far 
as the Wind Mill Point, or near where you 
lay at anchor the laſt time I was with you, 
and cruize near it for two or three days, 
which will be the only method I can think 


of that has any appearance of attracting the 


attention of the enemy till I get into their 


country; as ſoon as I obſerve or think you 


pretty near the Wind Mill Point, I ſhall land 


with my party on the weſt- ſide oppoſite to the 


north- end of the Iſle a Mot, in the river that 


runs into the bay which forms itſelf there, and 
from thence proceed to execute the General's 


orders. If they do not attack me in my march 


till I compleat my deſign, you may be certain 
| I ſhall 
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J ſhall come back on the eaſt- ſide, and endea- 
vour to join you near the Wind Mill Point, or 
betwixt that and the Iſle a Mot. When I ar- 
rive, the ſignal that I will make for your diſ- 


covering me, will be a ſmoak and three guns, 


at a minute's interval each from the other, and 


repeated a ſecond time, in half an hour after 


the firſt ; but if the enemy ſhould attack me 
on my march before I get to the place I am 
ordered, which I believe they will do, in caſe 
I am worſted I ſhall be obliged to come Hack 
on the weſt fide, and ſhall make the before 
mentioned ſignals betwixt the Ifle a Mot and 


the place where I had the battle with the ene- 
my the 6th inſtant. It is uncertain when I 
ſhall be at either ſhore ; ſo that I would recom- 


mend it to you not to come back ſouth of the 


Ile a Mot till my return, as a contrary wind 


might prevent your getting in with your 
veſſels to relieve me. I fend you Serjeant 
Hacket and ten Rangers, to be with you in my 
abſence, as we this day agreed. If Lieutenant 


Darcy comes down in ſeaſon to go with me, 


I ſhall leave Enſign Wilſon with you ; but if 
Darcy ſhould not come till after I land, you'll 
be pleaſed to take him under your direction, 
as well as all thoſe that may come with him 
to join me; tho' I would recommend it not 

; | tQ 
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to ſend any party to the iſland, to take a pri- 
ſoner, till the fifth day after my landing, as 
the loſs of a man from us may be of very bad 
conſequence. Lieutenant Holmes has appoint- 
ed between the eleventh and ſixteenth day af- 
ter his landing for his return to Miſiſquey Bay, 

and from the eleventh to the ſixteenth, as be- 
fore mentioned; I ſhould be glad the ſloop 
might cruize for him at the place he appoint- 
ed to meet her. I am, SIR, 


Your humble ſervant, 


R. Rogers. 


I cannot but obſetve with pleaſure, that Mr. 
Grant, like an able officer, very diligently did 
all that could be expected of bim for the good 
of the ſervice, carefully attending with his veſ- 
ſels till my return from this ſecond excurſion, 
on which I embarked with two hundred and 
twenty men, officers included, and landed the 
gth of June, about midnight, on the weſt-ſhore 
oppoſite the Iſle a Mot, from thence marched 
as faſt as poſſible to St. John's, and came to the 
road that leads from it to Montreal, about two 
miles from the fort, the evening of the 15th. 
At eleven o'clock this night, I marched with 

an 


— — ot ge IE — — Urs 


"90% — — 


-_— 
— 


» — — * 2 - 

—— ä — nes 5 — 
3 A . noe re nl ore ne — 7 
go w—_ 


* — 
2 


we een a, 4 k —— 


— 2 . 


— 
— — — 
= < CIV * — 
by - > — *s. £ ** — 5 
— 3. — — gn the — — — — 2 A — l * 4 — ts 8 * 2 85 *. * a f 
— * * . 2 — — — — — —— . —2 ” r ———— — _ — —— — — — — — . 5 — + a. 
54s WIR LIE ICT 2 _—— — — — 5 ny * 0 » 7 = — 22 — 2 — 2 — 1 + 
8 gt — w$-_ — 3 — ö 3 — — — — + 22 I 3+. * — — — — 
— a _ 7 —— a —— — rr "og ee on UP ee ee V 
22 — L — Ow 2 g 


184 ] 
an intent to ſurpriſe the fort, to within four 
hundred yards of it, where I halted to re- 
connoitre ; which I did, and found they had 
more men than I expected. The number of 
the centries within the fort were ſeventeen, 
and ſo well fixed, that I thought it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to take the place by ſurpriſe, eſpe- 
cially as they had ſeen me, and fired ſeveral 
guns accordingly. I left it at two o'clock, 
and marched down the river to St. d'E- 
treſe; at break of day I reconnoitred this 
place, and found that the enemy had in it 


a ſtockaded fort, defenſible againſt ſmall 
arms. I obſerved two large ſtore-houſes in 
the inſide, and that the enemy were carting 


hay into the fort. I waited for an opportunity 


when the cart had juſt entered the gate-way, 


run forward, and got into the fort before they 
could clear the way for ſhutting the gate. 1 
had at this time ſent different parties to the ſe- 
veral houſes, about fifteen in number, which 
were near the fort, and were all ſurpriſed at 
the ſame inſtant of time, and without firing a 


ſingle gun. We took in the fort twenty-four 


ſoldiers, and in the houſes ſeventy-eight pri- 
ſoners, women and children included ; ; ſome 
young men made their eſcape to Chamblee. I 
examined the priſoners, and found I could not 

pro- 
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proceed to Chamblee with any proſpect of ſue- 


ceſs; therefore concluded my beſt way was to 
burn the fort and village, which I did, together 
with a conſiderable magazine of hay, and ſome 


proviſions, with every battoe and canoe, except 


eight battoes which I kept to croſs the river, 
and theſe we afterwards cut to pieces: we alſo 


killed their cattle, horſes, &c. deſtroyed their 


waggons, and every other thing which we 


thought could ever be of ſervice to the enemy. 


When this was done, I ſent back the women 


and children, and gave them a paſs to go to 


Montreal, directed to the ſeveral officers of the 
different detachments under my command. I 

continued my march on the eaſt-ſide of Lake 
Champlain, and when paſſing by Miſiſquey 

Bay, oppoſite the Iſle Noix, my advance- 
party, and the advance-party of about 800 
French, that were out after me from their fort, 
engaged with each other; but the body of the 


enemy, being about a mile behind their advance- 
party, retreated, to my great ſatisfaction. I 
purſued my march with all poſſible ſpeed : and 
the ſame day, being the 2oth day of June, ar- 


rived at the lake oppoſite where the veſſels lay; 
and as I had ſent a few men forward to repeat 


| the ſignals, the boats met us at the ſhore. We 


directly put on board, the enemy ſoon after ap- 
B b peared 
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peared on the ſhore where we embarked. I had 


not at this time any account from Lieutenant 


Holmes, either by priſoners or other ways. 
Upon examination the priſoners reported, 
(ſome of them had been at the ſiege of Que- 
bec) © that the French luſt five banked men 
there; and that they retreated after twelve 
days bombarding and cannovading, and came 
to Jack's quarters, where Geneial Levy left 
$ve hundred men, being compoſed of a pic- 
quet of each battalion of "this army, and that 
there were four hundred Canadians who ſtaid 
voluntarily with them; that the reſt of the ar- 
my was quartered by two's and three's on the 
inhabiaurs, from chere to Si. John's. In Mont= 
= there are about a hundred and fifty troops, 
and the int:bitants do duty. That in 
Cham lee Fort are about one hundred and fif- 
ty men, including workmen; and the remnant 


of the Queen's regiment are in the village, 


That there are twelve capnon at St. John's, 
and about three hundred men, including 


workmen, who are obliged to take arms on 


any alarm. That at the Ile au Noix are 
about - eight hundred ſtationed, beſides the 
outs between that and Montreal. That 
there are about an hundred pieces of cannon 
there,” This is the ſubſtance of their report, 

in 
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in which they all agree, and which, with an 


account of my proceeding, ] tranimitted to the 


General. 
On the 21ſt I put the twenty-ſix priſoners 
on board one of the veſfels, with fifty men of 
my detachment, and ordered her to procecd to 
Crown Point, and tarried with the other veſſels 
to cover Mr. Holmes's retreat, who joined us 


the ſame evening, without having facceeded in, 
his enterpriſe, miſſing his way by following 
down a river that talls into Sorrel, inttead of 


that called Wigwam Martinic, which emp'tes 
itſelf into St. Lawrence at Lake St. Francis. 
I arrived at Crown Point the 23d of ju e, and 
encamped my Rangers on the calt-ſhore, 82 


poſite the fort. 


The following letter I as from Gene- 


ral Amherſt, dated at Seer, June 26, 
1760. 


Sin, 


46 Colonel Haviland ſent me your letter of 


June 21, which I received laſt night, and ſaw 


with pleaſure you was returned without the 


loſs of a man of your party, and that you had 
done every thing that was prudent for you to 
attempt with the number of men you had un- 
B b 2 der 
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der your command. From the ſituation the 
enemy is now in, by being forced back to their 


former quarters, on Governor Murray's having 
obliged them to abandon their cannon, and raiſe 
the ſiege of Quebec, I hope Lieutenant Holmes 
will return with equal ſucceſs as you have 
done. I am, Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. Jef. Amberſt,” 


I remained at Crown Point with my people, 
without effecting any thing conſiderable, more 
than in ſmall parties reconnoitring the country 
about the fort, while every thing was got in 


readineſs for embarking the army the 16th of 
Auguſt; which was done accordingly, having 


one brig, three loops, and four rideaus, which 
latter were occupied by the royal train of artil- 


lery, commanded by Lieut. Colonel Ord. Our 


order of march was as follows, viz. 


Six hundred Rangers and ſeventy Indians in 
Whale- boats in the front, commanded by Ma- 


jor Rogets, as an advance- guard for the whole 


army, all in a line a- breaſt, about half a mile 
a head of the main body, f. owed by the 
mant infantry and grenadiers in two columns, 

two 


e 
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two boats a- breaſt in each column, commanded 


by Col. Darby, The right wing was com 


poſed of Provincials, commanded by Brigadier 
Ruggles, who was ſecond in command of the 


whole army. The left was made up of New 


Hampſhire and Boſton troops, commanded by 


Col. Thomas. The ſeventeenth and twenty- 


ſeventh regiments, with ſome few of the Roy- 
als, that formed the center column, were com- 
manded by Major Campbell of the 17th regi- 
ment. Col. Haviland was in the front of theſe 


diviſions, between that and the light infan- 


tery, and grenadiers. The royal artillery fol- 


lowed the columns; and was commanded 
by Colonel Ord, who had, for his eſcort, one 


Rhode Iſland regiment of Provincials. The 
ſutlers, &c. followed the artillery. In this 


manner we rowed down the lake forty miles 
the firſt day, putting aſhore where there was 


good landing on the weſt- ſide, and there en- 
camped. 


The day following we * by. The 18th, 
the wind blowing freſh at ſouth, orders were 
given for embarking, and the ſame day reached 
a place on the well-thore, within ten miles of 


the lile a Mot, where the army encamped. It 


having blown a freſh gale moſt part of the day, 


ſome of my boats ſplit open by the violence of 
the 
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the wayes, and ten of my Rangers were there- 
by drowned. 

The 19th we ſet fail again early in the 
morning, and that night encamped on the 
north-end of the Ile a Mot. „ 

The 20th, before day, the army was under 
way, with intention to land; having but twen- 
ty miles to go, and having the advantage of a 
fair wind, we ſoon came in hight of the French 
fort, and about ten in the morning Col. Darby, 
with the Grenadiers and Light Infantry, and 
myſelf with the Rangers, landed on the eaſt- 
| ſhore, and marched and took poſſeſſion of the 
ground oppoſite the fort on that fide, without 

the leaſt oppoſition. Having done this, an of- 
ficer was ſent to acquaint Col. Haviland (who, 
with the remainder of the army, was at the 
place where we landed) that there was not the 
leaſt danger to apprehend from the enemy. 
The next day we began to raiſe batteries, and 
ſoon alter to throw Gans ſhells into the gar riſon. 
About the 24th a propc ſal was made "x taking 
the enemy's veſic]s, three of which were at an- 
chor a litile below the fort, and ſome of their 
rideaus likewiſe. It was introduced by Col, 
Darby, who was o-dered to take the command 
of the party appointed for this ſervice, which 
conſiſtec of two companies of Regulars, and 
| four 
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four companies of my Rangers, with the Indi- 


ans. We carried with us two light hobitzers 
and one fix-pounder, and filently conveying 


them along thro” the trees, brought them op- 


poſite the veſſels, and began a briſk fire upon 


them, before they were in the leaſt appriſed of 
our deſign, and, by good fortune, the firſt ſhot 
from the fix-pounder cut the cable of the great 
rideau, and the wind being at welt, blew her 
to the eaſt-ſhore, where we were, and the o- 
ther veſlels weighed anchor and made for St. 
John's, but got all a-grcund, in turning a point 
about two miles below the fort. I was, by 


Col. Darby, ordered down the eaſt-ſhore with 


my Rangers, and croſſed a river of about thirty 
yards wide, which falls into Lake Champlain 
from the eaſt. I ſoon got oppolite the veſſels, 


and, by firing from the ſhore, gave an oppor- 


tunity to ſome of my party to ſwim on board with 


their tomahawks, and took one of the veſſels; in 


the mean time Col. Darby had got on board the 


rideau, and had her manned, and took the other 
two; of which ſucceſs he immediately acquaint- 
ed Col. Haviland, who lent down a ſufficient. 
number of men to take charge of and man the 


veſſels; and ordered the remainder of the Ran- 
gers, Light Infantry and Grenadiers, to join the 
army that night, which was accordingly done; 

and 
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and about midnight the night following the 
French troops left the ifland, and landed fafe 


on the main; ſo that next morning nothing 


of them was to be ſeen but a few ſick, and 
Col. Haviland took poſſeſſion of the fort. 

The ſecond day after the departure of Mon- 
fieur Bonville and his troops from the iſland, 
Mr. Haviland ſent me with my Rangers to 
purſue him as far as St. John's Fort, which 


was about twenty miles further down the lake, 


and at that place I was to wait the coming 


of the army, but by no means to follow further 
than that fort, nor run any riſk of advancing 
further towards Montreal, I went in boats, 
and about day-light got to St. John's, and found 
it Juſt ſet on fire. I purſucd, and took two 


priſoners, who reported, That Monſieur 
Bonville was to encamp that night about half- 
way on the road to Montreal; and that he 
went from St. John's about nine o'clock the 

night before ; but that many of their men 


were ſick, and that they thought ſome of the 


troops would not reach the place appointed 


till the middle of the afternoon.” It being 
now about ſeven in the morning, I ſet all 
hands to work, except proper guards, to for- 


tify the loghouſes that ſtood near the lake: ſide, 
in order that part of my people might cover 
eee the 
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the battoes, while I, with the remainder, fol- 


lowed Monſicur Boonville, and about eight 


oclock I got ſo well fortified, that I ventured 


our boats and baggage under the care of 200 
Rangers, and took with me 400, together with 


the two companies of Indians, and followed 


after the French army, which conſiſted of 
about 1500 men, and about 100 Indians they 
had to guard them. I was reſolved to make 
his dance a little the merrier, and purſued with 
ſuch haite, that I overtook his rear-guard about 
two miles before they got to their encamping 
ground. I immediately attacked them, who, 


not being above 200, ſuddenly broke, and then 


ſtood for the main body, which I very eagerly 
purſued, but in good order, expecting Monſieur 
Bonville would have made a ſtand, which 


however he did not chuſe, but puſhed for- 
ward to get to the river, where they were to 


encamp, and having crofled it, pulled up the 
bridge, which put a ſtop to my march, not 
judging it prudent to croſs at a diſadvantage, in- 


aſmuch as the enemy had a good breaſt-work 
on the other fide, of which they took poſſeſ- 


ſion; in this purſuit, however, we conſiderably 

leſſened their number, and returned in ſafety. 
In the evening Mr. Haviland came in ſight, 
and landed at St. John's. As ſoon as he came 
a7 < on 
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on ſhore, I waited upon him, and acquainted 
him with what I had done, &c. and that J had 
two priſoners for him; he ſaid it was very 
well, and ordered his troops to encamp there 
that night, and next day went down the river 
Sorriel, as far as St. d'Etreſe, where he en- 
camped, and made a, ſtrong breaſt-work, to 
defend his people from being ſurpriſed. I was 
ſent down the river Sorriel, to bring the inha- 
7 bitants under ſubjection to his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, and went into their ſettled country in the 
night, took all their prieſts and militia officers, 
and ſent ſome of them for the inhabitants. 
| The firſt day I cauſed all the inhabitants near 
ll Chamblee to take the oaths of allegiance, Re. 
|  _ who appeared glad to have it in their power to 
take the oaths and keep their poſſeſſions, and 
were all extremely ſubmiſſive. Having obliged | 
them to bring in their arms, and fulfilled my 
inſtructions in the beſt manner I could, I joined 
Col. Darby at Chamblee, who came there to 
take the fort, and had brought with him ſome 
| light cannon. It ſoon ſurrendered, as the gar- 
riſon conſiſted only of about fifty men. This 

happened on the firſt of September. 

On the 2d, our army having nothing to do, 
and having good intelligence both from Gen. 
Amherſt and Gen. Murray, Mr. Haviland ſent 

me 
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me to join the latter, while he marched with 


the reſt of the army for La Pierre. The 5th 


in the morning I got to Longville, about four 


miles below Montreal, oppoſite to where Bri- 
gadier Murray lay, and gave him notice of my 
arrival, but not till the morning of the 6th, by 
reaſon of my arriving fo late. 


By the time I came to Longville, the army, 
under the command of Gen. Amherſt, had 


landed about two miles from the town, where 
they encamped; and early this morning Mon- 
ſieur de Vaudreuil, the governor and commander 
in chief of all Canada, ſent out to capitulate 
with our General, which put a ſtop to all our 
movements till the 8th of September, when 
the articles of capitulation were agreed to, and 


ſigned, and our troops took poſſeſſion of the 


town-gates that night. Next morning the 
Light Infantry, and Granadiers of the whole 
army, under the command of Col. Haldiman, 


with a company of the royal artillery, with two 


pieces of cannon, and ſome hobitzers, entered 
the town, retaking the Engliſh colours belong- 


ing to Pepperel's and Shirley's regiments, which 


had been taken by the French at Oſwego. 
Thus, at length, at the end of the fifth cam- 
paign, Montreal and the whole country of Ca- 


nada was given up, and became ſubject to the 
Cen = King 
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King of Great Britain; a conqueſt perhaps of 


the greateſt importance that is to be met with 


in the Britiſh annals, whether we conſider the 
prodigious extent of country we are hereby 


made maſters of, the vaſt addition it mult 


make to trade and navigation, or the ſecurity 


it muſt afford to the nortbern p;ovinces of A- 
merica, particularly thote flour thing ones of 
New England and New York, the trretrie- 


vable loſs France ſuſtain hereby, and the im- 
portance it muſt give the Britifh crown among 


the ſeveral ſtates of Europe: all this, I ſay, du- 
ly conſidered, will, perhaps, in its conſequences 
render the year 1760. more glorious than any 


preceding. 
And to this acquiſition, had we, during the 


late war, either by conqueſt or treaty, added 


the fertile and extenſive country ot Louiſiana, 
we ſhould have been poſſeſſcd of perhaps the 
moſt valuable territory upon the face of the 
globe, attended with more real advantages than 
the ſo-much- boaſted mines of Mexico and Pe- 


ru, and would have for ever deprived the 


French, thoſe treacherous rivals of Britain's 


glory, of an opportunity of acting hereafter 


the fame perfidious parts they have already ſo 
often repeated. 


On 
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On the gth Gen. Amherſt informed me of 


his intention of {ending me to Detroit, and on 


the 12th in the morning, when I waited upon 


him again, I received the following orders: 


By his Excellency Jeffery Amherſt, Eſq; Ma- 
jor General and Commander in Chiet of all 


his Majeſty's forces in North America, &c. 
&c. &c. 


To Major Rogers, commanding his Majeſty's 


independant companies of Rangers. 


« You will, upon receipt hereof, wirh Capt. 


Waite's and Capt. Hazen's companies of Ran- 
gers under your command, proceed in whale- 
boats from hence to Fort William-Augultus, 


taking along with you one Joſeph Poupao, alias 


La Fleur, an inhabitant of Detroit, and Lieut. 
Brehme, Aſſiſtant Engineer. 


« FromFortWilliam- Auguſtus you wlll con- 


tinue your voyage by the north- ſhore to Niagara, 


where you will land your whale-boats, and tranſ- 


port them acroſs the Carrymn place into Lake 


Erie, applying to Major Walters, or the officer 
commanding at Niagara, for any aſſiſtance you 


may want on that or any other occaſion, re- 


queſting of him at the ſame time to deliver up 
to 


. 908 
to you Monſieur Gamelin, who was made pri- 
ſoner at the reduction of ſaid fort, and has con- 


tinued there ever ſince, in order to conduct 


him, with the above- mentioned Poupao, to 
their habitations at Detroit, where, upon tak- 
ing the oath of allegiance to his moſt ſacred 
Majeſty, whoſe ſubjects they are become by the 
capitulation of the 8th inſtant; they ſhall be 
protected in the peacable and quiet poſſeſſion 
of their properties, and, ſo long as they behave 
as becometh good and faithful ſubjects, ſhall 
partake f all the other privileges and immuni— 
ties — unto —— by the ſaid capitula- 


« With theſe, and the Shen under 
your command, you will proceed in your 
whale-boats acroſs Lake Erie to Preſque Iſle, 
where, upon your arrival, you will make 
known the orders I have given to the officer 


commanding that poſt; and you will leave 


ſaid whale-boats and party, taking only a ſmall 
detachment of your party, and marching by 
land, to join Brigadier General Monkton, 


wherever he may be. 


* Upon your arrival with him, you will de- 
liver into his hands the diſpatches you ſhall 
herewith receive for him, and follow and obey 
ſuch orders as he ſhall give you for the relief 

af 


99-1 
of the garriſons of the French poſts at Detroit, 


 Michlimakana, or any others in that diſtrict, 
for gathering in the arms of the inhabitants 


thereof, and for adminiſtering to them the 


oath of allegiance already mentioned ; when 


you will likewiſe adminiſter, or ſee adminiſter- 


ed, the ſame to the before-mentioned Gamelin 
and Poupao; and when this 1s done, and that 
you have reconnoitered and explored the coun- 
try as much as you can, without loſing time 
_ unneceſſarily, you are to bring away the French 


troops and arms, to ſuch place as you ſhall be 


directed by Gen. Monkton. 
« And when the whole of this "Rs: Ba is 


compleated, you will march back your detach- 
ment to Preſque Iſle, or Niagara, according to the 
orders you receive from Brigadier Monkton, 


where you will embark the whole, and in like 
manner, as before, tranſport your whale-boats 
_ acroſs the Carrying-place, into Lake Ontario, 


where you will deliver over your whale-boats 


into the care of the commanding officer, 
marching your detachment by land to Albany, 


or wherever I may be, to receive what fur- 


ther orders I may have to give you. 


Given 


the proviſions he will want; ſome ſhould be 


1800 


e Given under my hand, at the head quarters 
in the camp of Montreal, 12th Sept. 1760. 


Jef. Amberſt,” 
By his Excellency s command, 
J. Apty” 


An additional order was given, which was 
to be ſhewn only to the commanding officers 


of the different poſts I might touch at, the ex- 


pedition being intended to be kept a profound 


ſecret, for fear the march ſhould be impeded 
by the enemy Indians, Looney whoſe country 
I was abliged to march. 


'T his order was as follows, viz. 


5 Major Walters, or the ofhicer commanding 


at Niagara, will judge whether or not there is 


proviſion ſufficient at Preique Ifle ; and Major 
Rogers will accordingly take proviſions from 


Niagara. Eight days proviſion will take him 
from Montreal to Fort William-Auguſtus ; 


there he will apply to the commanding officer 
for a ſufficient quantity to proceed to Niagara. 
Major Rogers knows where he'is going, and 


in 
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in ſtore likewiſe at Preſque Iſle, for the party bt 


Brigadier General Monkton will ſend. 


Jeff. Amberſt. 5 bh 
Montreal, 12th Sept. 1760. | 9 


In purſuance of theſe orders I embarked at 
Montreal the 13th Sept. 1760 (with Captain 
Brewer, Captain Wait, Lieutenant Brheme, 
Aſſiſtant Engineer, Lieut. Davis of the royal i 
train of artillery, and two hundred Rangers) 1 
about noon, in fifteen whale- boats; and that 1 

night we encamped at la Chine; next morn- 
ing we reached Iſle de Praires, and took a 
view of the two Indian ſettlements at Coyha- | 
vagu and Coneſadagu. NR 

On the 16th we got up to an iſland in the 
Lake of St. Francis, and the next night en- 
camped on the weſtern ſhore, at the lower end N 

of the upper rifts. We aſcended theſe rifts i 
the day following, and continued all nihgt 
on the north-ſhore, oppoſite a number of iſ- 
lands, 

In the evening of the 19th we came to the 
Ille de Gallettes, and ſpent the 20th in repair- 
® ing our whale-boats, which had received ſome 
damage in aſcending the rifts. 
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0 midnight, we embarked and rowed the re- 
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This morning I ſent off ten ſick Rangers to 
Albany, by the way of Oſwego, recommending 
them to the care of Col. Fitch, commanding 
at Oſwego, who was to give them ſuitable di- 
rections. 

We left Iſle de Gallettes on the 2 1ſt; about 
twelve o'clock, the wind being unfavourable, 
we paſſed Oſwegachi, and encamped but three 
miles above it on the northern ſhore. 

On the 22d we continued our courſe up the 
river, the wind blowing freſh at ſouth, and 

halted in the evening at "the narrow paſſes near 
the iſlands; but, upon the wind's abating at 


mainder of that night, and the whole day fol- 
lowing, till we came to the place where for- 
merly ſtood the old Fort of Frontiniac, where 
we found ſome Indian hunters from Oſwega- 

chi. We were dctained here all the next day 
by the tempeſtuouſneſs of the weather, which 
was very Windy, attended with ſnow and rain; 
we, however, improved the time 3n taking a 
plan of the old fort, ſituated at the bottom of 
a fine ſafe harbour. ” 

There were about five hundred acres of 2 
cleared ground about it, which, tho' covered 
with clover, ſeemed bad and rocky, and in- 
terſperſed with ſome pine-trees. The Indians 

| | here 


1 


here ſeemed to be well pleaſed with the news 
we brought them of the ſurrender of all Ca- 


nada, and ſupplied us with great plenty of 


veniſon and wild towl. 


We left this place the 25th, about ten in the 


morning, ſteering a ſouth-courte two miles, 
then welt ſix miles, which b:ou, Sht us to he 
mouth of a river thirty feet wide; then ſouth 
four miles; where we halted to refreſh the 
party. 

About four in the afternoon we rowed for 
a mountain bearing ſouth-weſt, which we did 


not come up to till ſome time in the night, 
and found it to be a ſteep rock, about « one 


hundred feet high. It now grew foggy, and 
miſtaking our way about ſix miles, we rowed 
all night, and till 8 o'clock next morning, be- 
fore we put aſhore; which we then did on 

a point, where we breakfaſted, and then pro- 
ceeded on our voyage, rowing till 8 o clock at 


night (being about one hundred miles, as we 


imagined, from Frontiniac) we landed. This 
evening we paſſed two ſmall iſlands at the end 
of a point extending far into the lake; the 
darkneſs and fog prevented us fiom taking 
ſuch a ſurvey of them as to be able to give a 
particular deſcription of them, 
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The 27th of September, being very windy, 


we ſpent the time in deer-hunting, there be- 
ing great plenty of them there, tho the land 


is rocky, the timber bad, chiefly hemlock and 


pine; and | believe it is generally o on the 


north-ſide of Lake Ontario. 
We embarked very early on the 28th, ſteer- 


ing ſouth-weſt, leaving a large bay on the 


right, about twenty miles wide; the weſtern 
ſide of which terminates in a point, and a 
{mall iſland: having paſſed both, about fifteen 


miles on a courſe weſt by ſouth, we entered 


the chops of a river, called by the Indians the 


Grace of Man ; there we encamped, and found 


about 5o Miſſiſſagua Indians fiſhing for ſalmon. 


At our firſt appearance they ran down, both 
men and boys, to the edge of the ike, and 


continued firing their pieces, to expreſs their 


Joy at the fight of the Engliſh colours, till 
ſuch time as we had landed. 
They preſented me with a deer juſt killed 


and ſplit in halves, with the ſkin on, but the 


bowels taken out, which, with them, is a moſt 


elegant and polite preſent, and ſignificant of 


the greateſt reſpect. I told them of the ſuc- 
ceſs of their Engliſh brethren, againſt their fa- 


thers the French; at which they either were, 


or pretended to be, very well pleaſed. 
Some 
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Some of us fiſhed with them in the evening, 
being invited by them, and filled a bark-canoe 


with ſalmon in about half an hour. Their 
method of catching the fiſh is very extraordi- 
nary. One perſon holds a lighted pine-torch, 
while a ſecond ſtrikes the fiſh with a ſpear. 
This 1s the ſeaſon in which the ſalmon ſpawn 
in theſe parts, contrary to what they do in any 
other place I ever knew them before. 

I found the ſoil near this river very good 
and level. The timber is chiefly oak and 
maple, or the ſugar-tree. 

At ſeven o'clock the next morning we took 


our departure from this river, the wind being 


a-head. About fifteen miles further, on a 
weſt-ſouth- weſt courſe, we put into another 
river, called the Life of Man. The Meſſiſſa- 
guas, who were hunting here, about thirty in 
number, paid us the ſame compliments with 
thoſe we juſt before received from their coun- 


trymen, and, inſtead of a deer, ſplit up a young 


bear, and preſented me with it. Plenty of 
fiſh was catched here alſo. The land conti- 
nued good and level, the foil of a blackiſh co- 
lour, and the banks of the lake were low. 


The wind being fair the zoth, we embark- | 
ed at the firſt dawn of day, and with the aſ- 


ſiſtance of fails and oars, made great way on 2 
ſouth- 


FP 
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ſouth-weſt courſe, and in the evening reached 
the river Toronto, having run ſeventy miles, 
Many points extending far into the lake, occa- 
ſioned a frequent alteration of our courſe. We 


paſſed a bank of twenty miles in length, but 


the land behind it ſeemed to be level, well-tim- 


bered with large oaks, hickaries, maples, and 


ſome poplars. No mountains appeared in 
ſight. There was a track of about 4oo acres 


of cleared ground, round the place where for- 
merly the French had a fort, that was called 
Fort Toronto. The ſoil here is principally 


clay. 'The deer are extremely plenty in this 
country. Some Indians were hunting at 


the mouth of the river, who run into the 


woods at our approach, very much frightened. 
They came in, however, in the morning, and 
teſtified their joy at the news of our ſucceſs a- 
gainſt the French. They told us © that we 


could eafily accompliſh our journey from 


thence to Detroit in eight days: that when the 


French traded at that place, the Indians uſed 
to come with their poultry from Michlima- 


kana, down the river Toronto: that the par- 


tage was but twenty miles from that to a river 


falling into Lake Huron, which had ſome falls, 
but none very conſiderable: they added, that 
there was a Carrying- -place of fifteen miles 

from 


1% 


from ſome weſterly part of Lake Erie, to 4 
river running without any falls, thro' ſeveral 


Indian towns into Lake St. Clair. 
1 think Toronto a moſt convenient place 
for a factory, and that from thence we may 


very eaſily ſettle the north-ſide of Lake Erie. 
We left Toronto the iſt of October, ſteering 


ſouth, right acroſs the weſt-end of Lake Onta- 
rio. At dark we arrived at the ſouth- ſhore, 


five miles weſt of Fort Niagara, ſome of our 
boats being now become eee leaky and 


dangerous. 


This morning, before we ſet out, I directed 
the following order of march: 


«© The boats in a line. If the wind ts 
high, the red flag hoiſted, and the boats to 


crowd nearer, that they might be ready to give 
mutual aſſiſtance in caſe of a leak or other ac- 


cident;” by which means we ſaved the crew 


and arms of the boat commanded by Lieut. 
M Cormack, which ſptung a leak and ſunk, 


loſing nothing except their packs. 
We halted all the next day at Niagara, and 
provided ourſelves with blankets, coats, ſhirts, 
ſhoes, magaſſins, &c. 


I received trom the commanding officer 


cighty barrels of proviſions, and changed two. 


whale- 
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whale-boats for as many battoes, which proved 
leaky. 


In the evening ſome of my party proceeded 
with the proviſions to the falls, and in the 
morning marched the reſt there, and began 
the portage of the proviſions and boats. Meſſ. 
Brheme and Davis took a ſurvey of the great 
cataract of Niagara. | 

As the winter-ſeaſon was now advancing 


very faſt in this country, and J had orders to 
join Brig. Monkton from Preſque Iſle, wherever 
he might be, to receive his directions, I ſet out 


this evening, the 5th of October, in a bark-ca- 
noe, with Lieutenants Brheme and Holmes, and 
eight Rangers, leaving the command of my 
party to Capt. Brewer, with inſtructions to 


follow to Preſque Iſle, and encamped eight 


miles up the ſtream iſſuing out of Lake Erie. 
The land appeared to be good on 22 ſides 
the river. 

Next morning embarked early, and ſteered 
a ſouth-weſt courſe. About noon opened 
Lake Erie, and leaving a bay to the left, we 


arrived by ſun-ſet at the ſouthern ſhore of the 


lake; we then ſteered weſt till eight o'clock 


at night, and drew up our boats on a ſandy 
beach, forty miles diſtant from where we em- 
barked in the morning. 


The 
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The wind was very freſh next day, which 


prevented our ſetting out till 11 o'clock; ſo 


that we made no further progreſs than 150 
twenty-eight miles on a 


courſe, 


weſt-ſouth-weſt 


A little after noon, on the 8th of Oc- 
tober, we arrived at Preſque Iſle, having kept a 
ſoutherly courſe all the morning; I tarried 
there till 3 o'clock, when, having ſent back 


my party to aſſiſt Capt. Brewer, Mr. Brheme, 


Lieutenant Holmes, and myſelf, took leave of 
Colonel Bouquet, who commanded at Preſque 
He, and with three other men, in a bark-ca- 


| Noe, proceeded to French Creek, and at night 


encamped on the road, half way to Fort du 
Bouf. We got to this fort about 10 o'clock: 
next day, and after three hours reſt launched 
our canoe into the river, and paddled down 


about ten miles below the fort. 


On the 1oth we encamped at the ſecond 

croſſings of the river, the land on both ſides 
appeared to be good all the way. The 11th 
we reached the Mingo Cabbins, and the night 
of the 12th we lodged at Venango; from 
thence went down the River Ohio; and on the 


morning of the 17th I waited upon Brigadier 


Monkton at Pittſburgh, 


and delivered him 


General Amherſt's diſpatches, and my own in- 
ſtructions. 
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I left Pittſburgh the 20th, at the requeſt of 
General Monkton, who promiſed to ſend his 


orders after me to Preſque Iſle, by Mr. Crog- 


han, and to forward-Capt. Campbell immedi- 
ately with a company of the Royal Americans; 


I got back to Preſque Iſle the zoth of October, 


Captain Campbell arrived the day after ; Cap- 
tain Brewer was got there before us, with the 
Rangers from Niagara, having loſt ſome of 
the boats, and part of the proviſions. 


We immediately began to repair the da- 


maged boats; and, as there was an account 


Niagara, was loſt, I diſpatched Capt. Brewer by 


land toDetroit, with a drove of forty oxen, ſup- 


plied by Col. Bouquet. Capt. Wait was about 


the ſame time ſent back to Niagara for more 


proviſions, and ordered to cruiſe along the 
north-coaſt of Lake Erie, and halt about 
twenty miles to the eaſt of the ſtreight be- 


that a veſſel, expected with proviſions from 


tween the Lakes Huron and Erie, till further 


orders, Brewer had a battoe to ferry his 
party over the Creeks, two horſes, and Capt. 
Monter with twenty Indians, compoſed of the 
Six Nations, Delawares and Shawaneſe, to 
protect him from the inſults of the enemy In- 
dians. 


My 


mY 


a 


My order of march over from Preſque Iſle 


was as follows: 


«« The boats to row two deep; firſt, Major 
Rogers's boat, abreaſt of him Capt. Croghan ; : 


Capt. Campbell follows with his company, the 


Rangers next; and laſtly, Lieutenant Holmes, 


who commands the rear-guard, with his own 
boat, and that of Enfign Wait's, fo as to be 


ready to aſſiſt any boat that may be in diſ- 


treſs. Boats 1n diſtreſs are to fire a gun, when 


Mr. Holmes with the other boats under his 
command are immediately to go to their re- 


lief, take them to the ſhore, or give ſuch other 
aſſiſtance as he thinks may be beſt. When 


the wind blows hard, fo that the boats cannot 


keep their order, a red flag will be hoiſted in 
the Major's boat; then the boats are not to 
mind their order, but put after the flag as faſt 


as poſſible to the place of landing, to which 
the flag-boat will always be a guide, 

«It is recommended to the ſoldiers as well as 
officers, not to mind the waves of the lake; 
but when the ſurf is high to ſtick to their oars, 
and the men at helm to keep the boat quar- 


tering on the waves, and briſkly follow, then 


no miſchief will happen by any ſtorm what- 
ever. Ten of the beſt ſteerſmen amongſt the 
Rangers are to attend Captain Campbell and 
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pany in his boats. It is likewiſe recommended 
to the officers commanding in thoſe boats, to 
hearken to the ſteerſmen in a ſtorm or bad 
weather, in managing their boats. At even- 
ing, (if it is thought neceſſary to row in the 
night time) a blue flag will be hoiſted in the 
Major's boat, which is the ſignal for the boats 
to dreſs, and then proceed in the following 
manner: the boats next the hindermoſt, are 
to wait for the two in the rear, the two third 
boats for the ſecond two; and ſo on to the 
boats leading a-head, to prevent ſeparation, 
which in the night would be hazardous. 

« Mr. Brheme is not to mind the order of 
march, but to ſteer as is moſt convenient for 
him to make his obſervations; he is however 
defired never to go more than a league a-head 
of the detachment, and is to join them at 
landing or encamping. : 
On landing, the Regulars are toencamp in 
the center, and Lieutenant Holmes's diviſion 
on the right wing with Mr. Croghan's people, 
Lieutenant M Cormick on the left wing with 
His diviſion; Mr. Jequipe to be always ready 
with his Mohegan Indians, which are the pie- 
quet of the detachment, part of which are al- 
ways to encamp in the front of the party; 
Capt. * will mount a guard conſiſting 


of 


E 


ef one Subaltern, one Serjeant, and thirty pri- 
vates, immediately on landing, for the ſecu- 
rity of his own encampment and battoes; 


Lieutenant Holmes's diviſion to keep a guard 


of one Serjeant and ten Rangers on the right, 
and Lieutenant M Cormick the like number 
on the left, and likewile to a& as Adjutant to 


the detachment, and the orderly drum to at- 


tend him, to be at the Serjeant's call. The 
general to beat when ordered by the Major, 
at which time the whole party is to prepare 
for embarking, the troops half an hour after, 
when all the guards are to be called in, and 
the party embark immediately after. 


« There is to be no firing of guns in this 


detachment without permiſſion from the 
commanding officer, except when in diſtreſs 


on the lake. No man to go without the cen- 
tries, when in camp, unleſs he has orders ſo 
to do; great care to be taken of the arms, and 
the officers to review them daily. Captain 
Campbell will order a drum to beat, for the 


regulation of his company when landed, at 
any time he thinks proper for parading his 
men, or reviewing their arms, &c. 


It is not doubted but due attention will 


be paid to all orders given. 


« Mr. 
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© Mr. Croghan will, at landing always attend 
the Major for orders, and to give ſuch intelli- 
gence as he may have had from the Indians 


We left Preſque Iſle the ath of November, 
kept a weſtern courſe, and by night had ad- 
vanced twenty miles. 

The badneſs of the weather obliged us to 
lie by all the next day; and as the wind con- 
tinued very high, we did not advance more 


than ten or twelve miles the 6th, on a courſe 


weſt- ſouth- weſt. 
We ſet out very ode on the 7th, andl e came 


to the mouth of Chogage River; here we met 


with a party of Attawawa Indians, juſt arrived 
from Detroit. We informed them of our 
ſucceſs in the total reduction of Canada, and 
that we were going to bring off the French gar- 
riſon at Detroit, who were included in the ca- 


pitulation. I held out a belt, and told them I 


would take my brothers by the hand, and car- 
ry them to Detroit, to fee the truth of what I 
had ſaid. They retired, and held a council, 


and promiſed an anſwer next morning. That 


evening we ſmoaked the calamet, or pipe of 


peace, all the officers and Indians ſmoaking by 


turns out of the ſame pe. The peace thus 
con- 


1 
concluded, we went to reſt, but kept good 
guards, a little diſtruſting their ſincerity. 

The Indians gave their anſwer early in the 
morning, and ſaid their young warriors ſhould 
go with me, while the old ones ſtaid to hunt 
tor their wives and children. 

I gave them ammuaition at their requeſt, 
and a ſtring of wampum in teſtimony of my 
approbation, and charged them to ſend ſome 
of their ſachems, or chiefs, with the party who 
drove the oxen along ſhore; and they promi- 
ſed to ſpread the news, and prevent any annoy- 
ance from their hunters. 


We were detained here by anfarcenble 


weather till the 12th, during which time the 


Indians held a plentiful market in dur camp 


of veniſon and turkies. 

From this place we ſteered one mile weſt, 
then a mile ſouth, then four miles weſt, then 
ſouth-weſt ten miles, then five miles weſt-and- 


by-ſouth, then ſouth-weſt eight miles, then 
weſt- and- by- ſouth ſeven miles, then four miles 


weſt, and then ſouth-weſt fix miles, which 


brought us to Elk River, as the Indians call it, 


where we halted two days on account of bad 
weather and contrary winds. 


On the 15th we embarked, and kept the 


following courſes; welt ſouth-weſt two miles, 
veſt- 
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weſt- north-weſt three miles, weſt-by-north 
one mile, weſt two miles; here we paſſed the 
mouth of a river, and then ſteered weſt one 
mile, weſt-by-ſouth two miles, weſt-by-north 
four miles, north-weſt three miles, weſt-north- 
welt two miles, weſt-by-north ten miles, where 
we encamped at the mouth of a river twenty- 
five yards wide. 
The weather did not permit us to en till 
the 18th, when our courſe was weſt- by '-ſouth 
fix miles, weſt-by-north four miles, wel two 
miles; here we found a river about fifteen 
yards over, then proceeded weſt half a mile, 
_ Weſt-ſouth-welſt ſix miles and a half, weſt two 
| Miles and an half, north-weſt two miles, where 
we encamped, and diſcovered a river ſixteen 
yards broad at the entrance. 
We left this place the next day, Keorig 
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; | north- weſt four miles, north-north- weſt fix 
Wl miles, which brought us to Sanduſky Lake ; 
$ we continued the ſame courſe two miles, then 


north-north-eaſt half a mile, north-weſt a 
quarter of a mile, north the ſame diſtance, 
north-weſt half a mile, north-by-eaſt one fur- 
long, north-weſt-by-north one quarter of a 
mile, north-welſt- by-weſt one mile, weſt-north- 
welt one mile, then weſt half a mile, where we 
encamped near a ſmall river, on the eaſt-ſide. 

From 
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From this place I detached Mr. Brheme 
with a letter to Monſieur Beleter, the French 
commandant at Detroit, in theſe words: 


To 0 Cart. Beleter, or the Officer commanding at 


etroit. 
n 


« That you may not be alarmed at the ap- 
proach of the Engliſh troops under my com- 


mand, when they come to Detroit, I ſend 
forward this by Lieut. Brheme, to acquaint 
you, that I have Gen. Amherſt's orders to take 


poſſeſſion of Detroit, and ſuch other poſts as 
are in that diſtrict, which, by capitulation, 
agreed to and ſigned by the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil, and his Excellency Major Gen. Am- 
herſt, the 8th of September laſt, now belong 
to the King of Great Britain. 


« I have with me the Marquis de Vaudreu- 


il's letters to you directed, for your guidance 
on this occaſion, which letters I hall deliver 


you when J arrive at or near your poſt, and 
ſhell encamp the troops J have with me at 
ſome diſtance from the fort, till vou have rea- 
ſonable time to be made acquainted with the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil's inſtructions, and the 


FT capi- 
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capitulation, a copy of which | have with me 
| likewiſe. Iam, 


SIR, 
Your humble ſervant, 


Robert Rogers.” 


The land on the ſouth-ſide of Lake Erie, 
from Preſque Iſle, puts on a very fine appear- 
ance ; the country level, the timber tall, and 
of the beſt ſort, ſuch as oak, hickerie and lo- 
cuſt; and for game, both for plenty and va- 
riety, perhaps exceeded by no part of the 
world. 

I followed Mr. Brheme on the 1 and 
took a courſe north-weſt four miles and an 
half, ſouth-weſt two, and welt three, to the 
mouth of a river in breadth 300 feet. 
Here we found ſeveral! Huron ſachems, 
who told me, © that a body of 400 Indian 
warriois was collected at the entrance into the 
great ſtreight, in order to obſtruct our paſſage 
and that Monſieur Beleter had excited them 
to defend their country : that they were meſ- 
ſengers to know my bulineſs, and whether the 

gs _ perſon 
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perſon I had ſent forward had reported the 
truth, that Canada was reduced.” I confirmed 
this account, and that the fort at Detroit was 
given up by the French Governor. I preſented 
them a large belt, and ſpoke to this effect: 


Brothers, 


Wich this belt I take you by the hand. 
You are to go directly to your brothers aſ- 
ſembled at the mouth of the river, and tell 


them to go to their towns till I arrive at the 


fort. I ſhall call you there as ſoon as Monficur 
Beleter is ſent away, which ſhall be in two 


days after my arriyal. We will then ſettle all 
matters. You. live happily in your own coun- 


try. Your brothers have long deſired to bring 
this about. Tell your warriors to mind their 
fathers (the French) no more, for they are all 
priſoners to your brothers (the Engliſh), who 
pitied them, and left them their houſes and 


goods, on their ſwearing by the Great One 
who made the world, to become as Enpliſh- 


men forever. They are now your bratheis ; if 
you abuſe them, you affront me, unleis they 
| behave ill. Tell this to your brothers the In- 
dians. What 1 fay is truth. When we meet 
at Detroit I will convince you it is all true.“ 


© & Theſe 


| | 
8 
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Theſe ſachems ſet out in good temper the 
next morning, being the 21ſt; but as the wind 
was very high, we did not move from this 
place. 
On the 22d we encamped on a berech, aſter 
having ſteered that day north-weſt fix miles, 
north- -north-yreſt four, to a river of the breadth 
of twenty yards, then north-weſt-by-weſt two 
miles, weſt-north- weſt one, weſt four, and weſt 
north-weſt five; it was with great difficulty 
we could procure any fuel here, the weft. fide 
of the Lake Erie abounding with ſwamps. 
We rowed ten miles the next day, on a 
courſe north-weſt and by weſt, to Point Ce- 
dar, and then formed a camp; here we met 
ſome of the Indian meſſengers, to whom we 
had ſpoken two days before : they told us, 
their warriors were gone up to Monſieur Bele- 
ter, who, they ſaid, is a ſtrong man, and in- 
tends to fight you; a ſachem of Attawawas 
was amongſt them. All their Indians ſet out 
with us. The 24th we went north-weſt and 
by north ten miles, and fourteen miles north- 
eaſt, to a long point; this night ſixty of the 
Indian party came to our camp, Who congra- 
tulated us on our arrival in their country, and 
offered themſelves as an eſcort to Detroit, from 
whence they came the day before. They in- 
formed 
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formed me, that Mr. Bhreme and his party 
were confined; and that Monſieur Beleter had 
ſet up an high Hag-ſtaff, with a wooden effigy 
of a man's head on the top, and upon that a 
crow ; that the crow was to repreſent himſelf, 
the man's head mine, and the meaning of the 
whole, that he would ſcratch out my brains. 
'This artiſice, however, had no effect; for the 
Indians told him (as they ſaid) that the re- 


verſe would be the true explanation of the 


fizn. 


After we had proceeded ſix miles north: eaſt, 
we halted at the requeſt of the Indians, who 
deſired me to call in the chief Captains of the 
party at the Streight's mouth. 1 did fo, and 
ſpent the 26th at the ſame place, in concilating 
their ſavage minds to peace and friendſhip. 


The morning of the 27th, Monſieur Bele- 
ter ſent me the following letter by Monſieut 


Babec. 
c MONSIEUR, 
7 5 5 = 5 | | , 7 FI 
ce Jai recu la lettre que vous m avez ecrite 


par un de vos Officiers; comme je u ai point d 'in- 
terprete, je ne puis faire la reponſe amplement. 


L'Officier qui m'a remiſe la votre, me fait 


ſavoir qu 11 Etoit detache afin de m'anoncer 
votre 
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votre arrive, pour prendre poſſeſſion de cette 
gariſon, ſelon la capitulation fait en Canada, 


que vous avez conjointement avec un lettre de 
Monſieur de Vaudreuil a mon addrefſe. Je 


vous prie, Monſieur, d'artèter vos troupes à 
entrance de la riviere, juſques a ce que vous 
m' envoyès la capitulation & la lettre de Mon- 
ſeigneur le Marquis de Vaudreuil, afin de 
pouvoir y conformer. 

Je ſuis bien lurpris qu'on ne ma pas en- 
voye un Officier F rangols a avec vous, ſclon la 
cotitume. 


Tai honneur d'étre, &c. &c. 


MS IS Die Beleter.” 
A Monſieur Monſieur Rogers, | 
Major, & commandant le 
detachment Anglois.” 


In Engliſh thus. 
7 as; 


« J received the letter you wrote me by one 
of your Officers; but, as I have no interpreter, 


cannot fully anſwer it. 
The Officer that delivered me yours, gives 


me to underſtand, that he was ſent to give me 
notice 
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notice of your arrival to take poſſeſſion of this 
garriſon, according to the capitulation made in 


Canada; that you have likewiſe a letter from 


Monſ. Vaudreuil directed to me. I] beg, Sir, 


you'll halt your troops at the entrance of the 


river, till you ſend me the capitulation and the 


Marquis de Vaudreuil's letter, that I may act in 


conformity thereto. 

I am ſurpriſed there is no French Officer 
ſent to me along with you, as 1s the cuſtom 
on ſuch occaſions. 1 have the honour: to 
be, &c. &c. | 
e De Beleter.” 

To Mr. Rogers, Major and 
Commander of the Eng- 
liſh detachment.” 


Shortly after a French party, under Cap- 


tain Burrager, beat a parley on the weſt- 


ſhore; I ſent Mr. M*Cormick to know his bu- 


ſineſs, who returned with the Officer and the 
following letter . 


Detroit, le 2 5me Novembre, 1 F709, | 


de MonsIEUR, 


e Te vous ai deja marque par Monſieur 


Burrager les raiſons pourquoi je ne puis repon- 


dre 


[i 4 
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dre en detail d la lettre qui m'a &tè remiſe e 
22me du courant, par l'Officier que vous m'a- 
vez detache. | 
Jignore les raiſons pourquoi il n'a pas vou- 
lu retourner auprès de vous. Jai envoys mon 
interprete Huron chez cette nation, que Von 
me dit Etre attroupe ſur le chemin de les con- 


tenir, ne ſachant poſitivement fi c'eſt a vous 


ou 4 nous qu'ils en veuillent, & pour leur dire 


de ma part, qu'ils ayent a ſe tenir tranquile- 
ment; que je ſavois ce que je devois à mon 


General, & que de lorſque l'acte de la capitula- 
tion ſeroit regle, jctois oblige d'obeir. Le dit 


interprete a ordre de vous attendre, & de vous 
remettre la preſent. Ne ſoyez point ſurpris, 


Monſieur, ſi ſur le long de la cote vous trouve- 
rez nos habitans ſur leur garde; on leur a an- 
nonce qu'il y avoit beaucoup de nations a votre 
ſuite, à qui on avois promis le pillage, & que 
leſdites nations Etolent mème determinces @ 
vous le demander ; je leur ai permis de regar- 


der, c'eſt pour votre conſervation & ſurete ainſi 


que pour la notre, en cas que les dites nations 


devenoient i faire les inſolents, vous ſeul ne ſe- 
riez peut- tre pas dans les circonſtances pre- 


ſentes en état de les reduire. Je me flatte, Mon- 
fieur, que fi tot que la preſent your ſera par- 
venue, vous voudriez bien m'envoyer par quel- 

- qu'un 
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qu'un de vos Meſſieurs, & la capitulation & la 


lettre de Monſieur Vaudreuil. J'ai l honneur 
detre, . 


MoNsfiEUR, 
Votre tres-humble & obèiſſant ſerviteur, 
Pign. de Beletere.” 


A Monſieur Monſieur Rogers, 
Major, commandant le de- 
tachment Anglois au bas de 
Ja riviere. 
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In Eogliſh thus: 


« SIR, Detroit, 25th Nov. OY 


as | have already by Mr. Barrager acquaint- 

ed you with the reaſons why I could not an- 

| ſwer particularly the letter which was deliver- 
ed me the 22d inſtant by the Officer you ſent 
to me.- - 

«« am entirely unacquainted with the rea- 
ſons of his not returning to you. I ſent my 
Huron interpreter to that nation, and told him 

to ſtop them, ſhould they be on the road, not 
knowing poſitively whether they were inclined 


G g to 
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to favour you or us, and to tell them from me 

they ſhouid behave peaceably; that I knew 
what I owed to my General, and that when 
the capitulation ſhould be ſettled I was obliged 

to obey. The ſaid interpreter has orders to 
wait on you, and deliver you this. 

% Be not ſurpriſed, Sir, if along the coaſt 
you find the inhabitants upon their guard; it 
was told them you had ſeveral Indian nations 

with you, to whom you had promiſed permiſ- 
ſion to plunder, nay, that they were even re- 
ſolved to force you to it. I have therefore 
allowed the ſaid inhabitants to take to their 
arms, as it is for your ſafety and preſervation 
as well as ours; for ſhould theſe Indians 
become inſolent, you may not perhaps, in 
your preſent ae; be able to ſubdue them 
alone. 

1 flatter . Sir, that, as ſoon as that 
ſhall come to hand, vou will ſend me by ſome 
of the Gentlemen you have with you, both the 
capitulation and Monſieur Vaudreuil's letter. I 
have the honour to be, 


SIR, 


Your very bumble and obe- 
dient ſervant, 


To Maj:r Rogers. 


92 


Pign. Beletere. 
We 


Bn 


5 We encamped the next day five miles up 
the river, having rowed againſt the wind; and 


on the 29th Id. ſpatched Captain Campbell, 


with Meſſicurs Hare ager and Babee, and their 


parties, Wich this letter. 
“ SIR; 


46 1 acknowledge the receipt of your two 
letters, both of which were delivered to me 
yeſterday. Mr. Brheme has not yet returned. 
The incloſed letter from the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil will inform you of the ſurrender of all 


Canada to the King of Great Britain, and of 


the great indulgence granted to the inhabi- 
tants; as alſo of the terms granted to the 


troops of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Captain 
Campbell, whom I have ſent forward with 
this letter, will ſhew you the capitulation. I 


deſire you will not detain him, as I am deter- 
mined, agreeable to my inftructions from Ge- 
neral Amherſt, ſpeedily to relieve your: poſt. 

I ſhall top the troops I have with me at the ni- 
ther end of the town till four o'clock, by which 


time I expect your anſwer; your inhabiiants 


under arms will not ſurpriſe. me, as yet J have 
ſeen no other in that pobrion but tavages wait 
ing for my orders. I can aſſure vou, Sir, the 
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inhabitants of Detroit ſhall not be moleſted, 
they and you complying with the capitulation, 
but be protected in the quiet and peaceable 
poſſeſſion of their eſtates; neither ſhall they 


be pillaged by my Indians, nor by your's that 
have Joined me. 


I am, &c. 


To Capt. Beletere, R. Rogers.” 
commanding at Detroit. 


T landed at half a mile ſhort of the fort, and 
fronting it, where I drew up my detachment 
on a field of graſs. Here Capt. Campbell 
joined me, and with him came a French offi- 
cer, to inform me that he bore Monſieur Be- 
letere's compliments, fignifying he was under 
my command. From hence I ſent Lieutenants 
Leſlie and M*Cormack, with thirty-ſix Royal 
Americans, to take poſſeſſion of the fort. The 
French garriſon laid down their arms, Eng- 
liſh colours were hoiſtcd, and the French taken 
down, at which about 700 Indians gave a 
ſhout, merrily exulting in their prediction be- 
ing verified, that the crow repreſented the 
Engliſh. e 
They 
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They ſeemed amazed at the ſubmiſſive ſa- 
lutations of the inhabitants, expreſſed their ſa- 
tisfaction at our generoſity in not putting them 

to death, and ſaid they would always for the 
future fight for a nation thus favoured by Him 
that made the world. e 


I went into the fort, received a plan of it, 


with a liſt of the ſtores, from the commanding 


officer, and by noon of the iſt of December 
we had collected the militia, diſarmed them, 


and to them alſo adminiſtered the oaths of al- 
legiance. | 


The interval from this time to the gth was 


ſpent in preparing to execute ſome meaſures 


that appeared to be neceſſary to the ſervice we 
were upon. I put Monſieur Beletere and the 


other priſoners under the care of Lieut. Holmes 
and thirty Rangers, to be carried to Philadel- 
phia; and ordered Capt. Campbell and his 
company to keep poſſeſſion of the fort. Lieut. 
Butler and Enſign Wait were ſent with a de- 


tached party of twenty men, to bring the 


French troops from the forts Miamie and Ga- 


tanois. I ordered, that, if poſſible, a party 
ſhould ſubſiſt at the former this winter, and 
give the earlieſt notice at Detroit of the ene- 


my's motions in the country of the Iliaois. 
I ſent Mr. M*Gee, with a French officer, for 
be 
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the French troops at the Shawaneſe town on 
the Ohio. And as proviſions were ſcarce, di- 
reed Capt. Brewer to repair with the great- 
eſt part of the Rangers to Niagara, detaining 
Lieut. M*Cormack with thirty- ſeven more, to 
go with me to Michlimakana. 

I made a treaty wich the ſeveral tribes of 
Indians living in the neighbouring country; 
and having directed Capt. Wait, juſt arrived 
from Niagara, to return again thither imme- 
diately, I ſet out for Lake Huron, and on the 
night of the ioth encamped at the north-end 
of the little Lake St. Clair, and the next even- 
on the weſt-ſide of the ſtreight, at the en- 
trance of a conſiderable river, where many In- 
dians were hunting. We opened Lake Hu- 
ron the day following, and ſaw many Indian 
hunters on both ſides of the mouth of the 
ſtreighhts. We coaſted along the weſt-ſhore of 
the Lake, about twenty miles north-and-by- 
weſt, the next day being the 13th forty, and 
the 15th thirty-eight miles; paſſing the cakes 
of ice with much difficulty. We could not 
advance all the 16th, a heavy north-wind ſet- 
ting the cakes of ice on the ſouth-ſhore in ſuch 
quantities, that we could find no paſſage be- 
tween them. I conſulted the Indians avout a 
Journey to M ichlimakana acroſs by land; but 

they 


3 


they declared it impracticable at this ſeaſon 


without ſnow-ſhoes, and to our great mortifi- 
cation we were obliged to return to Detroit; 
the ice obſtructing us ſo much, that, with the 


greateſt diligence and fatigue, we did not ar- 
rive there till the 21ſt. 


I delivered the ammunition to Capt. Camp- 


bell, and on the 23d ſet out for Pittſburg, 
marching along the weſt-end of Lake Erie, till 
the 2d of January 1761, when we arrived at 


Lake Sanduſky. 

I have a very good opinion of the ſoil from 
Detroit to this place; it is timbered principal- 
ly with white and black oaks, hickerie, lo- 
cuſts, and maple. We found wild apples a- 


long the weſt od of Lake Erie, ſome rich ſa- 


vannahs of ſeveral miles extent, without a tree, 
but cloathed with jointed graſs near fix feet 
high, which, rotting there every year, adds to 
the fertility of the ſoil. The length of San- 
| duſky is about fifteen miles from eaſt to weſt, 
and about fix miles acroſs it. We came to a 
town of the Windot Indians, where we halted 
to refreſh. ET 
- January zu, ſouth-eaſt- -by-caſt three 


miles, eaſt-by-ſouth one mile and a half, 


ſouth-eaſt a mile through a meadow, croſſed 


2 ſmall creek about fix yards wide, running 
8 eaſt, 
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eaſt, travelled ſouth-caſt-by-eaſt one mile, paſ. 


ſed thro Indian houſes, ſouth-eaſt three quarters 
of a mile, and came to a ſmall Indian town of 
about ten houſes. There is a remarkable fine 
ſpring at this place, riſing out of the fide 


of a ſmall hill with ſuch force, that it boils 


above the ground in-a column three feet high. 
T imagine it diſcharges ten hogſheads of water 
in a minute. From this town our courſe was 
ſouth-ſouth-eaſt three miles, ſouth two miles, 
croſſed a brook about five yards wide, running 


eaſt- ſouth-eaſt, travelled ſouth one mile, croſ- 


ſed a brook about four yards wide, running 
eaſt-ſoutk-caſt, travelled ſouth- ſouth- eaſt two 
miles, croſſed a brook about eight yards wide. 
This diy we killed plenty of deer and turkies 


on our march, and encamped. 


On the 4th we travelled ſouth- ſouth-eaſt 
one mile, and came to a river about twenty-five: 
yards wide, croſſed the river, where are two 
Indian houſes, from thence ſouth-by-eaſt one 
mile, ſouth- ſouth-eaſt one mile and a half, 
ſouth-eaſt two miles, ſouth-ſouth-eaſt one mile, 
and came to an Indian houſe, where there was 
a family of Windots hunting, from thence 
ſouth-by eaſt a quarter of a mile, ſouth five 


miles, came to the river we croſſed this morn- 


ing; the courſe of the river here is weſt- 
_ north- 


1 
worth- weſt. This day killed ſeveral deer and 


other game, and encamped. 

On the 5th travelled fouth-ſouth-weſt half a 
lle, ſouth one mile, ſouth-ſouth-weſt three 
quarters of a mile, ſouth half a mile, croſſed two 
ſmall brooks running eaſt, went a ſouth- ſouth- 
welt courſe half a mile, ſouth half a mile, ſouth- 
eaſt half a mile, ſouth two miles, ſouth-eaſt one 
mile, ſouth half a mile, croſſed a brook run- 
ning eaſt-by-north, travelled {outh-by-eaſt half 
a a mile, ſouth ſouth eaſt two miles, ſouth-eaſt 
three quarters of a mile, ſouth-ſouth-eaſt one 
mile, and came to Maſkongom Creek, about 
eight yards wide, croſſed the creck, and en- 

camped about thirty yards from it. This day 
killed deer and turkies in our march. 
On the 6th we travelled about fourteen or 

fifteen miles, our general courſe being about 
eaſt-ſouth-eaſt, killed plenty of game, and en- 
camped by a very fine ſpring. 

The 7th our general courſe about ſouth- eſt, 
travelled about ſix miles, and croſſed Maſkon- 
gom Creek, running ſouth, about twenty yards 
wide. There is an Indian town about twenty 
yards from the creek, on the eaſt- ſide, which is 
called the Mingo Cabbins. There were but 
two or three Indians in the place, the reſt were 

H h hunting. 
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hunting. Theſe Indians have plenty of COWS, 
horſes, hogs, &c. 

The 8th, halted at this town to mend our 
mogaſons, and kill deer, the proviſions I 
brought from Detroit being entirely expended. 
IT went a-hunting with ten of the Rangers, and 
by ten o'clock got more > veniſon. than we had 
occaſion for. 

On the gth travelled about twelve miles, our 
general courſe being about ſouth-eaſt, and en- 
camped by the fide of a long meadow, where 
there were a number of Indians hunting. 

The 10th, about the ſame courſe, we travel- 
led eleven miles, and encamped, having killed 
in our march this day three bears and two 
elks. 

The 11th, continuing near the ſame courſe, 
we travelled thirteen miles and encamped, 
where were a number of Wiandots and Six 
Nation Indians hunting. 

The 12th, travelled ſix miles, bearing rather 
more to the eaſt, and encamped. This even- 
ing we killed ſeveral beaver. 

The 13th, travelled about north caſt ſix 
miles, and came to the Delaware's town, cal- 
2d Beaver Town. This Indian town ſtands 
on good land, on the weft fide of the Maſ- 
kongom 


E 
kongom River; and oppoſite to the town, on the 
caſt· ſide, is a fine river, which diſcharges itſelf 
into it. The latter is about thirty yards wide, 
and the Matkongom about forty ; ſo that when 
they both join, they make a very fine ſtream, 
with a ſwift current, running to the ſouth-weſt. 
There are about 3000 acres of cleared ground 
round this place. The number of warriors in 
this town is about 180, All the way from the 
Lake Sanduſky I found level land, and a good 
country. No pine-trees of any fort ; the tim- 
ber is white, black, and yellow oak, black and 
white walnut, cyprus, cheſnut, and locuſt 
trees. At this town I ſtaid till the 16th in the 
morning to retr2ſh my party, and procured ſome 
corn of the Indians to boil with our veniſon. 

On the 16th we marched nearly an eaſt 
courſe about nine miles, and encamped by the 
fide of a ſmall river. 

On the 17th kept much the ſame courſe, 
croſſing ſeveral rivulets and creeks. We tra- 
velled about twenty miles, and encamped * 
the ſide of a ſmall river. 


On the 18th we travelled about ſixteen miles 


an eaſterly courſe, and encamped by a brook. 
The 19th, about the ſame general courſe, 
we croſſed two conſiderable ſtreams of water, 
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and ſome large hills timbered with cheſnut and 
oak, and having travelled about twenty miles, 
we encamped by the fide of a ſmall river, at 
which place were a number of Delawares 
hunting. 

On the 20th, keeping | Rill an eaſterly courſe, 
and having much the ſame travelling as the day 
before, we advanced on our journey about 
nineteen miles, which brought us to Beaver 
Creek, where are two or three Indian houſes, 
on the weſt ſide of the creek, and in ſight of 
the Ohio. . 

Bad weather prevented our journeying on | 
the 21ſt, but the next day we proſecuted our | 
march. Having croſſed the creek, we travel- | 
led twenty miles, nearly ſouth-eaſt, and e- 
camped with a party of Indian hunters. | 

On the 23d we came again to the Ohio, | 

| 


_ oppoſite to Fort Pitt, from whence I ordered 
Lieut. M*Cormack to march the party acroſs 
the country to Albany, and, after tarrying 
there till the 26th, I came the common road 
to Philadelphia, from thence to New Vork, 
Where, aſter this long, fatiguing tour, I ar. 


rived February 14, 1761, 
 fMVSEYM 

F 1 NBRITTAN 
NICVM 


eee ee 


* — of [4 5 he OT. 


— — — ——— 
r 
4 18 R 2 R oy = 
he Sabin” = P46 EG ab ARE Loren 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


I is propoſed to continue this JouRNAL, in 

a ſecond volume, containing an account 

of my travels into the country of the Cherokees, 
and the ſouthern Indians; of my fecond tour 
into the interior country, upon the great lakes; 
and of the Indian wars in America ſince the 


: year 1760; together with correct plans of all 


the Britiſh forts upon the continent. To be 


publiſhed by ſubſcription. 


Subſcriptions are taken in by Joun Mr1L- 


LAN, Bookſeller, near Whitehall, and by ſuch 
others as he ſhall appoint, he being im- 


powered by me for that purpoſe, and will give 
proper receipts to deliver the ſaid volume, or 


return the ſubſcription-money, within a li- 


mited time. 
The price to ſubſcribers will be one Engliſh 


Guinea one half to be paid at ſubſcribing, and 


the other on the delivery of the book. 
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which never before publiſhed, 61. 68 


3. Dillenius's General Hiftory of L and and Water Moſles, 


_ Corals, &c. about 1005 Figures on 35 Royal Quarto Copper 


Plates, drawn and finely engraved by the Author, Il. 58. 

4. Sheldrake's Herbal, on above 100 large Folio Copper 
Plates, drawn in the moit maſterly Manner from the Originals 
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Cuts. 7 vol. in 6. 21. 6s. or any volume ſeperate. 


18. A Syſtem of Camp Diſcipline, Adjutant's Duty, Gar- 
riſon Duty, Regulations for the Land Forces, Kane's Cam- 


paigns and Military Hiſtory, from 1660, with * Copper 


Plates, 7s. 6d. in the Preſs. 
19. New Pruſſian Field eee for Foot, with 19 large 


fine Plates, 7s. 6d. 


20. Returns Weekly, Monthly, and General Atteſtatione, 
Furloughs, Diſcharges, &c. 


21. Liſt 


21. Liſt of the Army at Home and Abroad. 
22. Tandon's French Grammar, to learn without a Maler, 
5th Edition, 28. 
23. Morris's Lectures on Architecture, 2 Parts, 6s, 
24. Capt. Miller's Art of Self-Defence, 10s. 6d. 
25. Capt. Bontien's large Map of Jamaica, corrected tt to 
1765. 78. 6d. 


Duty, Beatings, Marches, Calls, &c. neatly engraved, on 12 
Plates, by R. Spencer, Serjeant Major in the Foot Guards, 1s. 
27. Prior's Poſthumous Works, 2 vols. 8vo. 10s. 
28. Buckingham's Works, 2 vols. 8vo. 
29. Price's Carpentry, 4to. 
20. Pocock's * Works, 2 vols. folio. 


The following compiled by J. MiuL Ax. 
. Signals and Flags of all Nations, 58. 


and Modern, 5s. 
33. Succeſſion of Colonels to each Regiment to 1765. 
34. Peerage of Great-Britain and Ireland, to 1765, 158. 
35. Baronetage of England, 55s. 2 
36. Complete Card-Player, 28. 


complete of the Kind, 28. 6d. or 3s. with an Almanack. 


Vniforms, Number of Officers, Private Mien, Kc. Neatly co- 
loured, 10s. 6 d. 


Bo Os Printed for J. Mix au, near Whitehall, 


26. Drummer's Inſtructor, with the Engliſh and Scotch 


32. Coins, Weights, and Meaſures of all Nations, Antient 


37. Univerſal Regiſter of Court and City Offices, the only 


33. Liſts of the Forces of above 40 Sovereigns, &c. Ranks, 
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